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„ Reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all long-ſuffering and ſeripturgl 
doQrine; for the time will come when they will not endure 
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© Wherefore rebuke them ſharply, that they may be found i in 
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HE publication of the Vindication of Mr. 
Weſley's Minutes having been repreſented by 
ſome perſons as an act of injuſtice, the following 
letter is publiſhed to throw ſome light upon that 
little event, and ſerve If, preface to the Second 


Check to Antinomi >; 
. 


„ 
To the Rey: Mr, John Weſley, 


Rev. and dear Sir, 


As I love open dealing, I ſend you the ſubſtance, 
and almoſt the very words of a private letter I have 
juſt written to Mr, Shirley, in anfwer to one, in 
which he informs me he is going to publiſh his. 
Narrative, He is exceedingly welcome to make 
uſe of any part of my letters to Mr, 14 con- 
cerning the publication of my Vindication, and 
you are equally welcome to make what uſe you 
pleaſe of this, Among friends all things are, or | 


ſhould be common. I am, 
Rev, and dear Sir, 


| Yours, Ge. 
| Madeley, 11th Sept. ' 0 
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To the Hon, and Rev. Mr Shirley. 


Rev, and dear Sir, 


It is extremely proper, nay, it is highly necel. 
fary, that the public ſhould be informed, how 
much like a miniſter of the Prince of Peace, and a 
meek, humble, loving brother in the goſpel of 
Chriſt you behaved at the conference, Had Ibeen 
there, 1 would gladly have taken upon me to pro- 
claim theſe tidings of joy to the lovers of Zion's 
peace. Your conduct at that time of love, is cer- 
tainly the beſt excuſe for that haſty ſtep you had 
taken, as my delire of ſtopping my Vindication 
upon hearing it, is the beſt, apology I ee 
for my ſeverity to you. 4 


I am not averſe at all, Sir, to your publiſhing 


the paſſages you mention out of my letters to. Mr, 
I—-d, They ſhew my peculiar love and reſpe ct for 


vou, which 1 ſhall at all times thipk an honor, and 


at this junfture' ſhall feel a peculiar pleaſure, to ſee 
proclaimed to'the world, They apologize for my 


calling myſelf a lover of quietneſs, when I unfor- 


tunately prove @ ſon f contention : And they demon- 
ſtrate that] am not altogether void of the fear, 
that becomes an auk ward, unexperienced ſurgeon, 


when 


(vi) 


Ihen he ventures to open a vein in the arm of 2 
perſon for whom he has the greateſt regard; How 
natural is it for him to-tremble, leſt by miſſing the 
intended vein, and pricking an unſeen artery, he 
mould have done irreparable miſchief, inſtead of 
an uſeful operation, 


But while you do me the kindneſs of publiſhing 
thoſe paſſages, permit me, Sir, to do Mr, W. the 
juſtice of informing him, I had alſo written to Mr, 
Id, that, ® whether my letters were ſuppreſſed 
or not, the Minutes muſt be vindicated, —that Mr, 
W. owed it to the Church, to the real Proteſtants, 
to all his ſocieties, and to his own aſperſed cha- | 
rater,—and that after all, the controverſy did not = 
ſeem to me, to be fo much whether the Minutes 
ſhould ſtand, as whether the antinomian' goſpel of 
Dr. Criſp ſhould prevail over the practical goſpe? 
of Jeſus Chriſt, 


ng 1 muſt alſo, Sir, beg leave to let my vindicated 
Ir. friend know, that in the very letter where I fo 
for earneſtly intreated Mr, I—d to ſtop the publication 
ad of my letters to you, and offered to take the whole 
ſeg expence of the impreſſion upon myſelf, though I. 
my ſhould be obliged to ſell my laſt ſhirt to defray it, 
or- I added that, „If they were publiſhed, I muſt 
Ins look upon it as a neceſſary evil or misfortune,” which 


of the two words I uſed I do not juſtly recolle& : 


A M 


( vu ) 
A misfortune for you and me, who muſt appear ins 
conſiſtent to the world: you, Sir, with your 
Sermons: and I with my Title-page; and never. 
theleſs neceſſaty to vindicate miſrepreſented truth, 
defend an eminent miniſter of Grit, and ſtem the 
torrent of Antinomianiſm. 


It may not be improper alſo, to obſerve to you 
Sit, that when I preſented Mr, W. with my Vindi- 
cation, I begged he would correct it, and take away 
whatever might be unkind or too ſharp: urging 
that though I meant no unkindneſs, I was not a 
proper judge of what I had written under pecu- 


liarly delicate and trying circumſtances, as well as 


in a great hurry; and did not therefore dare to 
truſt either my pen, my head, or my heart,” He 
was no ſooner gone, than I ſent a letter after him, 
to repeat and urge the ſame requeſt and he wrote 
me word, he had *expunged every tart expreſſion,” 
IF he has, {for I have not yet ſeen what alterations 
his friendly pen has made,) I am reconciled to their 
publication: and that ke has, I have reaſon to hope 
from the letters of two judicious London-friends, 
who calmed my fears, leſt I ſhould” oe treated 
you with e 


One of them ſays, „1 reverence Mr. Shirley for 
Kis candid acknowledgment of his haſtineſs in 


Judging, 


( ix) 

judging. J commend the Calviniſts at the con- 

ference for their juſtice to Mr. W. and their ac. 
quieſcence in the declaration of the preachres in 
connection with him. But is that declaration hows 
ever diſperſed a remedy adequate to the evil done 
not only to Mr, W, but to the cauſe and work of 
God? Several Calviniſts, in eagerneſs of malice, 
had diſperſed their calumnies through the three 
kingdoms, A truly excellent perſon - herſelf, in 
her miſtaken zeal, had repreſented him as a papiſt 
unmaſked, an heretick, an apoſtate. A clergyman, of 
the firſt reputation informs me, a Poem on his apoſtacy 
is juſt coming out. Letters have been ſent to 
every ſerious churchman and diſſenter through the 
Land together with the Goſpel Magazine, Great 
are the ſhoutings, and now that he lieth, let him riſe 
ß no more { This is all the cry; His deareſt friends 
and children are ſtaggered and ſcarce know what 
to think. Vou, in your corner, cannot , conceive 
the miſchief that bas, been done and is ſtill doing. 
But your letters, in the hand of Providence, may 
anſwer the good ends you propoſed by writing 
them. Lou have not been too ſevere to dear Mr. 
Shirley, moderate Calviniſts chemſelves being 
udges; but very kind and friendly to ſet à good 
miſtaken man right, and probably to preſerve him 

om the like raſhneſs as long as he lives. Be not 
troubled therefore, but caſt your care upon the 
Lord.“ * 


* 
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My other friend ſays, „ Conſidering what harm 


the circular letter has done, and What an uſeleſs 
latisfation Mr, Shirley has given by his Vague 
acknowledgment, it is no more than juſt and equi. 
fable, that your any ſhould be 5 FO 


— Sir, as I never ſaw that Acknowledgment, 
nor the ſoftening correftions made by Mr. W. in my 
Vindication; as I was not informed of ſome of the 
above-mentioned particulars when I was fo eaget 


to prevent the publication of my letters; and as 1 


have reaſon to think that through the defire of an 
immediate peace, the feſtering wound was rather 
ſkinned over than probed to the bottom; all I can 
ſay about this publication is, what I wrote to our 
common friend, namely, that & I muſt look upon 
it as a NECESSARY evil.“ Fo $0 0) ee 


I am glad, Sir, you do not direct your letter to 
Mr. Olivers who was ſo bufy in publiſhing my 
Vindication, for by a letter 1 have juſt received 
from Briſtol, I am informed he did not hear how 
defirous 1 was to call it in, till he had aQually 
given out before a whole congregation, it would be 
fold, Beſides, he would have pleaded with ſmart- 
neſs, that he never approved of a patched up peace, 
that he bore his teſtimony againſt it, at the time it 


was made, and had a perſonal right to produce my 


arguments, ſince both parties refuſed to hear his #t 
the conference, 


it 
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P If your letter is friendly, Sir, and you print it 
18 in the ſame ſize with my Vindication, I ſhall 


Wn gladly by 10l. worth of the copies, and order 
; them to be ſtitched with my Vindication, and given 
gratis to the purchaſers of it; as well to do you 
juſtice, as to convince the world that we make a 
loving war ; and allo to demonſtrate how much 
[ regard your reſpectable character, and honor your 
dear perſon, Mr. W's heart is, I am perſuaded 
too full of brotherly love to deny me the pleaſure, 
of thus ſhewing you how ſincerely I am, 


Rev. and dear Sir, 


Your obedient ſervant, | 


Madeley, 11th Sept. 
1771, 
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r IRST LETTES 
Ion. and Rev, Sir, 


] Cordially thank you for the greateft part of your 
Narrative. It confirms me in my hopes, that 
your projected oppoſition to Mr, Weſley's minutes 
proceeded in general from zeal for the Redeemer's 
glory: and as ſuch a zeal, though amazingly miſ- 
taken, had certainly ſomething very commendable 
in it, I fincerely defire your Naxative may evidence 
your good meaning Ad ſame think my Vindication 
does your miſtake. 

In my laſt private letter I obſerved, Rev. Sir, 
that if your Narrative was kind, I would buy a num» 
ber of copies, and give them gratis to the purchaſers 
of my book, that they might ſee all you can pol» 
bly produce in your own defence, and do you all 
the juſtice your proper behaviour at the conference 
deſerves, But as it appears to me there are ſome 
important miſtakes in that performance, I neither 
dare recommend it abſolutely to my friends, nor. 


wiſh it in the religious world the full fucceſs you 
deſire. 


I do not complain of its ſeverity; on the con- 
trary, conſidering the ſharpneſs of my 5th letter, I 
ratefully acknowledge it is kinder than I had rea- 
5 to expect. But permit me to tell you, Sir, I 
look for juftice to the ſeriptural arguments I advance 
in defence of Truth, before I look for kindneſs to 
my inſignificant perſon, and could much ſooner be 
ſatisfied with the former than with the latter alone. 
As I do not admire the 3 method of ad- 
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vancing general charges without ſupporting them 
by particular proofs, I ſhall take the liberty of 


| E out ſome miſtakes in your Narrative, and 


y that means endeavour to do juſtice to Mr. Wel. 
ley's Declarations, your own Sermons, my Vindi- 
cation, and above all to the cauſe of practical 
religion. 

Waving the repetition of what I ſaid in my laſt 
touching the publication of my five letters to you, 
object firſt to your putting a wrong colour upon 
Mr. Weſley's declaration. You inſinuate or aſſeit 
that he, and 53 of the preachers in conference with 
him, give up the doctrine of juſtification by works 
in the day of judgment. I appears, lay you, from 
1 the Declaration, notwithſtanding 
Mr. Ol 
a jecond juſtification by works, 

nn Pa you 3 them. They might have 
objected to ſome of Mr, Oliver's expreſhons, or 
been diſpleaſed with his readineſs to enter the. liſts 
of diſpute; but certainly ſo many judicious and 


gbod men could never fo betray the cauſe of prac- 


tical religion, as tamely to renounce a truth of that 
importance. If they had, one ſtep more would 
have carried them full into Dr. Criſp's eternal jul- 
tification, which is the very center of Antinomian- 
iſm ; and without waiting for the return of the 
next conference, I would bear my legal teſtimony 
againſt their antinomian error, Mr, M. I reverence 
as the greateſt miniſter I know, but would not fol- 
low him one ſtep ſarther than he follows Chriſt, 
Were he really guilty of rezetting the evangelical 
doctrine of a ſecond juſtification by works, with the 
plainneſs and honeRty of a Suiſſe T would addreſs him 
as I beg you would permit me to addreſs you, 


I. Neither you. Rev. Sir, nor any divine in the 
world have, I preſume, a right to blot out of the 
ſacred Records thoſe words of Jeſus Chriſt, St. 
James, and St, Paul: Bleſſed are they that bo his 

commandments, that they may have right to the tree of 
: | lifes 


iver's remonſtrances, that the do not maintain 


9 


life, Mot every one that ſays to me, Lord, Lord, frail 
enter into the kingdom. of heaven, but he that bos th, 
will of my Father — Be ye therefore poeRs f the 
word, and not hearers only, decetuing your own fel ues 
or as we are und-r the law to Chriſt, not the hearers of 
the law fhall be juſt before God, but the don uf the 
law ſhall be 1usTIF1ED,—Every man's WORK fhatt 
be made manifeſt : For the day ſhall declare it, becauſe 
it ſhall be revealed by fire, and the fre ſhall try every 
man's WORK of what fort it is, His very words 
{hall undergo the ſeveteſt ſcrutiny : / ſay unto: yous 
(O how many will inſinuate the contrary !) that 
every idle word that men ſhall ſheak they ſhall give ac 
count thereof tx THE DAY: Of JUDGMENT, for BY 
THY WORDS alt thou then Bu JUSTIFIED, and vy 
thy words ſhalt thou then be condemned. 

Can you ſay, Sir, that the juſtification mentioned 
by our Lord in this paſſage, is the lame as that 
which St, Paul ſpeaks of as the preſent privilege 
of all believers, and has no particular reference. tg 
the day of judgment mentioned in the preceding ſen- 
tence? Or will you intimate our Lord does not 

declare we ſhall be juſtified in the laſt day by works, 
but by words ? Would this evaſion be judicisus |. 
Do not all profeſfors know that words are works in 
a theological ſenle; as being both the ſigns of the 
workings of our hearts, and the poſitive works of 
our tongues? Will you expoſe your reputation as a 
divine, by tryzng to prove that although we ſhall 
be juſtined by the works of our tongues, thoſe of our 
hands and feet (hall never appear for or againſt our 
juſtification? Or will you infinuate that our Lord 
recanted the legal ſermons written Matt. v. and x1i f 
If you do, his particular account of the day of judge 
ment, Chap. xxv. which ſtrongly confirms and 
clearly ig the doctrine of our ſecond juſtiſi- 
cation by works, will prove you greatly miſtaken 
as will alſo his declaration to St. John above 40 
years after, Behold, I come quickly, and my reward 1s 
with me, to give to every man as his WORK, not faith, 
ali bes * | 
B 2 | Qi 
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O if faith alone turns the ſcale of juſtiſying evi. 
dence at the bar of God, how many bold antino. 
mians will claim relation to Chriſt, and boaſt the 
are intereſted in his imputed righteouſneſs! How 
many will ſay with the fooliſh virgins, © Lord 
Tord we are of faith, and Abraham's children: 
In thy name we publicly oppoſed all legal prof ffors, 
traduced their teachers as enemies to thy free grace; 
and to do thee ſervice made it our buſineſs to expoſe 
the righteoufneſs, and cry down the good works of 
thy people; therefore Lord / Lord ! open to us!“ 
But alas! far from thanking them for their paint, 
without looking at their boaſted faith, he will dil- 
miſs them with a Depart from me ye that WORK ixi- 
guily ? As if he ſaid; x 

'* Depart, ye that made the doctrine of my 
atonement a cloke for your fins, or fewed it as a 


pillow under the arms of my people, to make them 


fleep in carnal ſecurity when they ſhould have 
worked out their ſalvation with fear and trembling, 
You profeſs to know me, but 1 diſown you, My ſheep 
I know : Them that are mine I know: The skAL of 
my holineſs is upon them all: the motto ol it 
(LET HIM THAT NAMETH THE NAME OF Cunisr 
DEPART FROM INIQUITY, is deeply engraven on 
their faithful breaſts—Not on yours, Ye carnal, Ye 


fold under Sin. | 


% And why called ye me Lord Lord ! and did not 
do the things which I faid Why did you even ule 
my righteouſneſs as a breaſt plate, to ſtand it out 
againſt the word of my Tighteouſneſs and as an en- 
gine to break both tables of my law, and batter 


down my Holineſs ? Your heart condemns you, Ve 


finners in Zion ! Ye ſalt without ſavour ! Ye be- 
hevers without charity! And am not I greater than 
your heart And know T not your works? Yes, 1 
know that the love of God is not in you, for you de- 
ſpiled one of theſe my brethren, * How could you 
think to deceive me the Searcher of hearts and Tryer 
of reins ? And how did you dare to ca!l yourfelves by 
my name? As if you were ½ people? my Jer 

Co (14 people 


ſpeeches, 


WW 


people? mine ele? Are not all my peculiar people 
partakers of my holineſs, and zealous of good works ? 


Hive not I choſen to myſelf the man that is godly ? 


And proteſted that the ungodly ſhall not ſtand in judge 
ment, nor ſinners (though in ſbeep's clothing) in the 
congregation of the righteous ? And fay J not to the 
wicked, though he {hould have been one of my 

-ople, Lo am mi Thou art none of my people now, 
what H , thou to do with taking my covenant in thy 
mouth ? You denied me in works, and did not wayh 
your hearts from iniquity in my blood ;, therefore ar- 


cording io my word, I DEN YOU ia my, turn, 


before my Father and his holy angels. Perifly your 
hope, Ye hypocrites! And utter daiknefs be vour 
portion, Ye double minded] Let fearfulneſs. ſurpriſe 
you, ye tinkling cymbals | Let the tall of your Babeis 
cruſh you, Ye towering profeſſors of my humble 
faith! Fly, ye clouds without water; ye. chaff, Ay 
before the blaſt of my righteous indignation “ le 
workers of intquity ] Ve Satans transformed znto angels 


of light ! Ye curſed ! depart Fa AY - 


II. Nor is our Lord fingular in his doftrine. of 
juſtification or condemnation by works in the day of 
judgment. If it is an herely, the Patriarchs, Pre» 

hets, and Apoſtles are as great heretics as their 
Malter. Enoch, quoted by St. Jude, propheſied that 
when the Lord ſiall come to execute judgment upon all 
men, ke will convince the 'ungodly among them of att 
thetr ungodly DEEDS and Hard SPEECRES, This 
condition will no doubt be in order to condemna- 
lion; and this condemnation will not turn upon 
unbelief, but its effects, ungodly deeds and ar 
Solomon coniuims the joint teſtimony 
of Enoch and St. Jude where he ſays, He that knows 
et the heart ſhall render to every man according to his 
WORKS: and again, Anow O young. man, that for 
ell theſe things, for all thy WAYs,, God ail bring 


thee into Judgment, 


St. Paul, the great champion for Taith, is pecu- 
liarly expreſs upon this anti-Criſpian doctrine. 
6 B 3 The 


x 
£ 
| 


— = 


—— — 


© 


Co 2K „ 


* 
1 
1 
. 
5 
4 
; 
l 
: 


\ 
2 
1 
5 
©] 


(x07) 


Th: Lord, ſays he. in the day of wrath and revelatn 
of the righteous judgment of God, will render to ever) 
man according to tis DEEDS; to them that CONTINUE 


IN WELL boi, here is the true perieverance cf 


the laints ! Eternal life ;— indignation upon every /oul 


of man that DOEs evil, and glory to every man who 


WORKETH good ; for there is no reſpect of perſons with 
God— Ve fhall all appear before the judgment feat of 
Chrajt, that every one may receive the things DONE in 
the body, not according to that he bath believed, 
Whether it be true or falſe, but according to that ke 
hath box, whether it be good or bad.——St, Peter 
allerts that the Father without reſpect of perſons. judg- 
eth according to every man's WORK. And St. Johs, 
who next io our Lord gives us the molt particular 
deſcription of the day of judgment, concludes it by 
theſe awful words, And the dead were judged out of 
things written in the books, according to their WORKS, 
It is not once ſaid according to their FAITH, 

Permit me, Sir, to ſum up all theſe teſtimonies 
zn the words, of two kings and two apoſtles. Let vs 
hear (he conclufion of the whole matter, lays the King 
who chole Wifdom, Fear God and keep his con- 
MANDMENTS, for tl us is the whole duty of man; for 
God ſhall bring every worRK into judgment, whether 
1 be good or cuil. They that have DONE good, 
ſays the King who is Wiſdom iiſelf (and the Atha- 
naſian creed after him ſhall go into everlaſting life ; 
and they that have, NOT. DONE, goad, Or that have 
DONE evil, to everlaſi ng puniſhment, You fee 
then, and they are the words of St James, that 4 
man is JUSTIFIED BY WORKS, and not by faith only, 


By faith he is juſtified at his converſion, and when 
his back{lidings are healed. But he is juſtified by 
works (1. In the hour of trial, as Abraham was 


when he had offered up Iſaac: (a.) In à count of 
ſpiritual or civil judicature, as. St. Paul at the bar 
of Feitus; and 3. before the judgment-leat of 
Chriſt, 's every one will be whoſe faith, when lie 
goes hence, is found wor, ng by love For there, 


1s St. Paul. as well as in conſiſtorzal courts, Os, 


cumciſon 


487) 


cuncifoon ir nothing, uncircumci fron is nothing, but 'the 
keeping of the commandments of God, 1 Cor. vii. 1g. 


III. This doctrine is fo obvious in the ſcripture, 
fo generally received in all the churches of Chriſt, 
and ſo deeply engraven on the conſcience of fincere 
profeſſors, that the moſt eminent miniſters of all 
denominations perpetually allude to it (Youlelf, 
Sir, not accepted, as I could prove from your fe. 
mans, if you had not recanted them.) How often, 
for inſtance, has that great man oi God the truly 
reverend Mr, Whitefield faid to his immenſe cor - 

regations { 4% You are warned, | am clear of your 

locd, I ſhall-rife as a ſwift witneſs againſt» you, or 
you againſt me, in the terrible day of ihe Lord: O 
remember to clear me then;“ or words to that pur- 
pole. And is not this juſt as if he had laid, „We 
ſhall be juſifed or condemned in the day of judgment 
by what we are now doings 1 by my preaching, 
and you by your hearing?“ 4 | 

And ſay not, Sir, that “ ſuch expreſhons were only 
feaghts of oratory, and prove nothing“ IH you do 
you touch the apple of God's: eye. Mr, Whueheld 
was not a flighty orator, but ſpoke the words of ſober- 
neſs and truth, with divine pathos, and floods of 
tears declarative of his ſincerity. . : 

Inſtead of ſwelling this letter ipto a volumn- {as 
l eaſily might) by producing- quotations from all 
the ſober puritan divines, who have directly or in- 
direct iy aſſerted a'2d, juſtification by works, I ſhall 
pretent you only 'withtwo paſſages from Mr. Henry, 
On Matt. xi; 37. he ſays, Con ſider how ri thi 
Judgment will be on account of o words. By In 
WORDS THOU SHALT BE JUSTIFIED or CONDEMNEDg 
a ommon rule in men's judgments, and here applied 
to God's, Note, the conflant tenor of our diſt ourſe, 
according as if is gracious, or not gracious, will r an 
emdence or ug, or againſt us at that day > Ie that 

ſeemed to he religious, but bridled not their tongue, 
will then be ſound to hav? puta thea? upon themſelves 
with a vain religuon,——1t concerns us co think much 1 
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enter ia themſelves. Not ſo Love and good Mors, 
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of the day of judgment, that may be a check upon our 


tongues, And again, | | 

Upon thoſe words, Rom. 2, 19, Nor rut 
HEARERS OF "THE LAW 'ARE/' JUST BEFORE Goo, 
BUT THE DOERS OF The Law SHALL BE just 
rip; the honeſt commentator ſays, The jewij; 
(Antinomian) Doctors boiftered up their followers with 
an opinion that all that were Jews, (the elect people 
of God) how bad forever they lived, ſhould have a 
glorious place in the world to come. T's the Apojile 
here oppoſes; It was a very great privilege that they 
had the law, but not a 'Javing privilege, UNLtss 
THEY LIVED UP TO THE LAW THEY HAD, e 
may apply it to the Goſpel: it is not hearing but DO1NG 
THAT WILL sAvr us, John xiii 17. Jam. 1 22. 
Who does not perceive that Mr. Henry ſaw the 
truth, and ſpoke it ſo far as he thought his calviniſt 
readers could bear it? Surely if that good man 
dareth to ſay /o muck, we who have done “ leaning 
too much towards calviniſm,“ ſhould be incx- 


cuſable if we did not lay all. 


IV. Theſe teſtimonies will, JI hope, make you 
weigh with an additional degree of candor the fol- 
lowing arguments, which I ſhall produce as a Lo- 
gician, leſt any ſhould be tempted to call me a bold 
Metaphyſician, or almoſt a Magician. 

Ihe voice that St. John keard in heaven did not 
ſay, Bleſſed are the dead that die in the Lord, for their 
faith follows them: no, it is THEIR WORKS, Faith 
is the hidden root, hope the riſing ſtalk, and love, 
together with good works, the nuurtſhing corn: 
and as the King's agents who fill a royal granary, 
do not take in the roots and ſtalks, but the pure 
Wheat alone: ſo Chriſt takes neither faith nor 
hope into heaven, the former being gloriouſly ab- 
ſorbed in fight, and the latter in enjoyment, 

If LI may compare faith and hope to the chariot of 
Ißrael and the courſer thereof, they both bring be- 
lievers to the everlaſting doors of glory, but do not 


1 5 
for Love is both the nature and element of ſaints in 
glory ; and good Works neceſlarily follow them, both 
in the books of remembrance: which a then be 
ob:ned, and in the objects and witneſſes of thoſe 
works, who ſhall then be all preſent; as it appears 
from the words of our Lord, You have done it, or 
you have not done it to one of the leaſt of TER my 
brethren ; and thoſe of St, Paul to his dear converts, 
You ſhall be my joy and my crown in that day, 
Thus it is evident that although faith is the tempos 
rary meaſure according to which God deals out his 
mercy and grace in this world, as we may gather 
from that ſweet ſaying of our Lord, Be it done ac- 
cording to thy FAITH ; yet love and good works are 
the eternal meaſures, according to which he diſtri» 
butes juſtification and glory in the world to come. 
On theſe obſervations I argue, 

We ſhall be juſtified in the laſt day by the grace 
and evidences which ſhall then remain. 1 

Love and good Works, the fruits of faith, ſhall 
then remain, | | | 

Therefore we ſhall then be juſtified by Love and 
good Works: that is, not by faith, but by its 
rults, f * 


V. This doctrine ſo agreeable to ſcripture, the 
ſentiment of moderate Calviniſts, and the dictates 
of reaſon, recommends itſelf likewiſe to every man's 
conſcience in the jight of God, Who, but Dr, Criſp, 
could (after a calm review of the whole affair) af» 
him that in the day of, judgment, if Jam accuſed 
of being actually an hypocrite, Chriſt's ſincerity 
will juſtify me, whether it be found in me or not ? 

Again, Suppole 1 am charged with being a drun- 

ard, a thief, an whoremonger, a covetous perſon; 
or a fretſul, impatient, iil-natured man, or if you 
pleaſe a proud bigot, an implacable zealot, a malt 
cious perlecutar, who, notwithſtanding fair appear- 
ances of godlineſs, would raiſe diſturbances even in 
heaven if I were admitted there: will Chriſt's 
lbriety, 
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ſobriety, honeſty, chaſtity, generoſity ; or will his 
gentleneſs, patience, and meeknels, juſtiſy me from 
fuch dreadful charges? muſt not I be found really 
ſober, honeſt, chaſte, and charitable? Muſt I not 
be inherently gentle, meek, and loving? Can we 
deny this without flying in the face of common 
ſenſe, breaking the ſtrongeſt bars of ſcriptural truth, 
and opening the flood-gates to the fouleſt waves of 
antinomraniſm ? If we grant it, do we not grant 
a ſecond juſtification by works? And does not Si. 
Paul grant, or rather init upon as much, when he 
— — that Without Molins no man ſhall fee the 

ord ? 


VI. You will probably aſk what advantage the 
Church will reap from this doctrine of a ſecond 
juſtification by works, I anſwer that, under God, 
it will rouſe Antinomians out of their carnal ſecu- 
rity, ſtir up believers c follow hard after holineſs, 
and reconcile fatal differences among Chriſtians, 
and ſeeming contradifions in the ſcripture, 

(1) It will re- awaken Antinomians , Who 2 

there 


I beg I may not be underſtood to level the following para- 
graphs, or any part of theſe letters, at my pious Calviniſt bre- 
thren, God knows how deeply I reverence many, who are 
immorvably fixed in what ſome call the daclrines of grace; how 

ladly (as conſcious of their genuine converſion. and eminent 
uſefulneſs) I would lie in the duſt at their feet to honor our 
Lord in his dear members; and how often I have thought it a 
peculiar infelicity in any degree- to diſſent from ſuch excrllent 
men, with whom I wanted both to live and die, and with 
whom I bope ſoon to reign for ever. 

As theſe real children of God lament the bad uſe antinomians 
make of their principles, I hope they will not ve offended if I 
bear my teſtimony againſt a growing evil, which they have fre- 
quenily oppoſed themſelves, While the Calviniſis guard the 
Foundation againſt phariſees, for which I. return them my fmcere 
thanks; they will, 1 hope, allow the Remon/trants to guard 
the ſuperſlruffure, agaiuſt anttnomidns. If in doing thoſe good 
o ces to the church, we nd ourſelves obliged to bear a little 
hard upon the peculiar ſentimen.s of our oppoſite friends, let us 
do it in luch a manner as not to break the bonds of 2 
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juſt as much as they regard the Scriptures quoted 


' all the people of God, and joins in one bleſſed medium the 
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there is no condemuation to them, whether they walk 
aſter the ſpirit in love, or after the fleſh in malice: 
whether they forſjake all to follow Chrift, or like 
Judas and Sapphira keep back part of what ſhould 
be the Lord's without reſerve. Thouſands boldly 

rofeſs juſtifying faith and perhaps eternal juſti- 
auc who reverence the commandments of God, 
in Mr, W.'s minutes, t 

Upon their doQrinal {yſtems they, raiſe a tower 
of preſumption, whence they bid defiance both to 
the Law and Goſpel of Jelus, His Law ſays, 
Love God with all thy heart and thy nerghbour as 
thyſelf, that thou mayeſt live in glory. I thou' wilt 
enter into the life of glory, keep the commandments. 
But this raiſes their pity, inſtead of commandin 
their refpett and exciting their diligence, “ Mo- 
les is buried, ſay they: We have nothing to do 
with the law! We are not under the law to Chnift ! 
Jeſus is nota Lawgiver to controul, but a Redeemer 
to lave us,” 


brotherly kindneſs ; ſo ſhall our honeſt reprovis become matter 
of uſeful exerciſe to that /ove which thinketh no evil, hopeth all 
things, rejoiceth even in the galling truth, and is neither quenched 
by many waters, nor damped by any oppolition. 

I have long wiſhed to ice, on both ides of the queſtion about 
which we unhapily divide, moderate men ſtepped out of the 
unthinking, noiſy croud of their party, to look each other lov- 
ingly in the face, and to convince the world that with impartial 
zeal they will g11ard-both the foundation and the ſuperſtructure 
againit all adverſaries, thoſe of their own party not excepted, 
Whoever does this omne tu/tt- punttum : he is a real friend to 
both parties, and to the whole goſpel; for he cordially. embraces 


ieemingly incompatible extremes of ſcriptural truth —Ye men of 
clear heads, honeſt hearts, and humble loving ſpirits, nature 
and grace have formed you on purpoſe to do the church this 
;mportant ſervice. Therefore Without regarding the bigots of 
your own party, in the name of the loving Jefus, and by his 
catholic ſpirit, give profeſſors public leſſons of moderation and 
conſiſtency, and permit me to learn thoſe rare virtues with thou- 


lands at your feet. 
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The Goſpel cries to them Repent and believe, and 
Juſt as if God was to be the penitent believing fin. 
ner, they careleſsly reply,“ The Lord muſt do all, 
repentance and faith are it works, and they will be 
done in the day of his power;“ and ſo without 
re ſiſtance they decently follow the ſtream of worldly 
vanities and fleſhly luſts.—St. Paul cries, If ye live 
after the fleſh ye ſhall die: We know better, anſwer 
they, there are neither /g nor conditions in all 
the goſpel: He adds, This one thing J do, leaving 
the things that are behind, I yrtss towards the mark, 
for the prize of my high calling in Chriſt Teſus— 
the crown of life Be ye followers of me: Ru allo 
the rare that is ſet before you. What! lay they, 
would you have us run and work for life? Will 
you always harp upon that legal ſtring do? do! 
inſtead of telling us that we have nothing to do, but 
to believe that all is done ?—St, James cries, She 
your faith by your 'works ; faith without works 1s 
SAD already, much more that which is accompa- 
nied by bad works. What! ſay they, do you 
think the lamp of faith can be put out as'a candle 
can be extinguiſhed, by not being ſuffe red to ſhine ? 
We orthodox hold juſt the contrary : We maintain 
both that faith can never die, and that living faith 
is conſiſtent not only with the omiſſion of good 
works, but with the commiſſion of the moſt horrid 
crimes,” —St, Peter bids them ite all diligence to 
make their election ſure by adding to their faith 
virtue, &c, Legal ſtuff! ſay they, the covenant 
is well ordered in all things and ſure : Neither will 
our virtue ſave us, nor our fins damn us.“ —8“. 
John comes next and declares, Ze that finneth is, 
the Devil. What! ſay they, do you think t» 
make us converts to Arminianiſm, by thus inſinuat- 
ing that a man can be a child of God to-day and a 
child of the devil to morrow ?”——St, Jude ad- 
vances laſt and charges them to keep themfelves in 
the love of God, and they ſupinely reply, # We can 
do nothing: Beſides, we are as ealy and as ſaſe 
without a frame as with one,” 

| With 
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With the ſevenfold ſhield of their antinomian 
{faith they would fight the 12 apoſtles xound, and 
come off, in their own imagination, more than 
conquerors, Nay, were Chriſt himſelf to come to 
them incognito, as he did to the diſciples that went 
to Emmaus, and ſay, Be ye perfect as your Father 
who is in heaven is perfect, it is well if, while they 
meaſured him from head to foot with looks of pity 
or ſurprize, ſome would not be bold enough to ſay 
with a ſaeer, 5 You are a perfectioniſt it ſeems, a 
follower of poor John Weſley ! Are you? Forour 
part we are for Chriſt and free grace, but John 

Welley and you are for perfection and free will,” 
Now, Sir, if any doctrine, humanly ſpeaking, 
can reſcue theſe miſtaken ſouls out of ſo dreadful a 
ſnare, it is that I contend for, Antinomian dreams 
vaniſh before it, as the noxious damps of the night 
before the riſing ſun, St. Paul, if they would but 
hear him out, with this one ſaying as with a thous 
{and rams would demoliſh all their Babels: Cir 
cumciſion is nothing, uncircumcifion is nothing, but the 
keeping of the commandments of Cod: or, to ſpeak 
apreeeble io our times, “Before the tribunal of 
Chriſt, forms of godlineſs, calvinian and arminian 
notions are nothing confeſſions of faith and re- 
cantalions of error, paſt manifeſtations and former 
experiences are nothing, but the keeping of the com- 
mendments of God: the very thing which anti- 
nomians ridicule or neglect! 
(2.) This doctrine is not leſs proper to animate ' 
feeble believers in their careleſs purſuit of holineſs, 
() if1t were clearly preached and ſteadily believed 
if we were fully perſuaded, we ſhall ſoon appear 
before the judgment-ſeat of Chriſt, to anſwer for every 
thought, word and work, for every buſineſs we 
enter upon, every ſum of money we lay out, every 
meal we eat, every pleaſure we take, every affliction 
we endure, every hour we ſpend, every idle word 
we ſpeak, yea and every temper we ſecretly in- 
dulge, —if we knew we ſhall certainly give account 
of all the chapters we —_ all the prayers we offer, 
a all 
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all the ſermons we hearor preach, all the ſacrament, 
we receive; of all the motions of divine grace, all 
the beams of heavenly light, all the breathings of 
the ſpirit, all the invitations of Chriſt, all the draw. 
iags of the Father, teprooſs of our friends, and 
checks of our own conſciencs, and if we were 
deeply conſcious that every neglect of duty will 
rob us of a degree of glory, and every wilful fin of 
a jewel in eur crown, if not our crown itſelf ; what 
humble, watchful, holy, heavenly perſons would 
we be! How ſerious and ſelf-denying! How dili. 
gent and faithful! In a word, how angelical, and 
divine in all manner of converſation / 

Did the Woman, the profeſſing church, cordially 
embrace this doctrine, fie would no more ſtay in th: 
wilderneſs idly talking of her b:loved; but actually 
leaning upon him ſhe would come out of it in the fight 
of all her enemies, No more wrapped up in the 

ſhowey cloud of ideal perfection or imaginary 

righteouineſs, and caſting away her cold garments, 
her moon-like changes of merely doQrinal apparel, 
me would ſhine with the dazzling glory of her 
Lord; ſhe would burn with the hallowing fires of 
his love : once more ſhe would be clothed with the 
Sun and have the Moon under her feet. 

Ye lukewarm Talkers of Jeſus's ardent love, if 
you were deeply conſcious that nothing but love 
Thall enter heaven, inſtead of judging of your 
growth in grace, by the warmth with which you 
eſpoule the tenets of Calvin or Arminius, would 
vou not inſtantly try your ſtate by . the xiii, chap, 
to the Corinthians, and by our Lord's alarming 
meſſages to the falling or fallen churches of Aha? 
Springing out of your Laodicean indiflerence, 
would you not earneſtly pray for the faith of the 
golpel. the faith that works by burning love? If tie 
fre is kindled, would you not be afraid of putting it 
out by quenching the Spirit ? Would not you even 
_ .dread grieving him leſt your love, ſhould grow cold ? 
Far from accounting the ſhedding abroad of the love 


of God in your kearts an unneceſfary frame, would 
f | you 
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you not be ftraitened till you. were y 4 every 

one of you with the Holy Ghoſt and with fire ® 
Ye who hold the doctrine of perfection without 
ving on to perfection, and ye who explode it as a 
D and inconſiſtently publiſh 
hymns of ſolemn prayer for it, how would you 
agree from the bottom of your re-awakened hearts. 
to ling together in days of peace and ſocial worſhip, 


as you have careleſsly lung alunder, 


O for an heart to praiſe our God! 
An heart from {in ſet free !— 
An heart in ev'ry thought renew'd 
And fill'd with love divine! 
Perfect, and right, and pure, and good, 
A copy, Lord, of thine.— 
„ Bigatry from us“ 1emove, 


Perfeft all our ſouls in Love, &c, 


O ye Halcyon days! Ye days of brotherly love 
and genuine holineſs! if you appeared to paciſy 
and gladden our diſtracted Jeruſalem, how ſoon 
would practical chriſtianity emerge from under the 
frothy billows of Antinomianiſm, and the proud 
waves of Phariſaiſm, whichcontinually break againſt 
each other, and openly foam out their own ſhame! 
What carefulneſs would godly ſorrow work in us all / 


Wait clearing of ourſelves by caſting away our deareſt 


idols! Hat indignation againſt our former luke- 
warmneſs! What fear of offending either God or 
man: IWhat vehement defire afier the full image of 
Chriſt ! at zeal for his glory! And what revenge 
of our fins! In allthings we ſhould approve ourſelves 


for the time to come to be clear from the antinomian + 


deluſion! Then would we ſee what has ſeldom been 
ſeen in our age, diſtinct (not oppoſed) ſocieties of 
meek profeſſors of the common 155 walking in 
humble love, and ſupporting each other with cheer- 
ful readineſs, like different battalions of the ſame 
Invincible army, And if ever we perceived any 
contention among them. it would be only about the 
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Foweft place and the moſt dangerous poſt, In ſlead 
of ſtriving for maſtery they would "ſtrive only who 
ſhould ſtand trueſt to the ſtandard of the crofs, and 
beſt anſwer the neglected motto of the primitive 
chriſtians: Non magna loquimur fed vivimus, „Our 
religion does not conſiſt in high words but in good 
works,” 
(3.) I obſerved that this doctrine will likewiſe 
reconcile feeming contradictions in the ſcriptures 
and fatal differences among chriſtians: - Take ane 
Inſtance of the former: What can thoſe who reject 
a ſecond juſtification by works make of the ſolemn 
words of our Lord, By thy Words thou fralt be juſt. 
fied, or by thy Words thou ſhalt be condemned, Nat, 
x11, 97? And by what art can they poſſibly recon. 
cile them with St, Paul's aſſertions, Rom, iv. z. 
To him that worketh not, but belicveth on him that 
Juſtifieth the ungodly, his Faith is imputed to him for 
Righteouſneſs,” And, v. 1, Being juſtified by Faith, 
we have Peace with God, through our Lord 7F/us 
Chrift, Accept an example of the latter, In the 
antinomian days of Dr, Criſp aroſe the honeſt 
people we call Quakers, Shocked at the general 
abuſe of the dottrine of juſtification by faith, they 
raſhly inferred it could never be from God; and 
ſeeing none ſhall be juſtified in glory but the doers of 
the law, they haſtily concluded” there is but one 
* juſtification, namely the being made inherently Juſt 
or the being ſanctified and then declared holy, 
Admit our doctrine, and you have both parts of the 
truth, that which the Antinomians hold againſt'the 
Quakers, and that which the Quakers maintain 
againſt the Antinomians, Each alone is dangerous, 
both together mutually defend each other, and make 
up the ſcriptural doctrine of juſtification, which is 
invincibly guarded, on the one hand by faith 
againſt - Phariſees, and on the other by works 
againſt Antinomians. Reader, may both be thy 
ortion! So ſhalt thou be eternally retnſtated both 
15 the favour and image of Gd. | 


| | VI, 
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VI, utvhile 1 enume rate the . which the 
Church will reap from a pradlical knowledge of our 
lecond juſtification by works, an honeſt yroteltan!, 
who has more zeal for, than acquaintanc: with the 
truth, advances with his heart full of holy indigna- 
tion, and his mouth of objections which he ſays ate 
unan{werable. Let us conſider them one by one. 

0%. 1. * Your popiſh, antichriſtian doctrine; I 
abhor, and could even burn at a ſtake as a witneis 
again{t it, Away with your new-langled arminian 
tenets! 1 am for old chriſtianity, and, with St. 
Paul, determined to know nothing for juſtification but 
Chriſt, and him crucified.” 

Aaf., Do you indeed! Then I am ſure you will 
not deny both Jelus Chriſt and St. Paul ! in this old 
chriſtian doQrine, for Chriſt ſays By TRY words 
ſaalt thou be j uſtied, and St, Paul declares, not the 
hearers, but the DOERS of the law (of Chriſt ſhall be 
Juſtrfued. Alas, how otten are thoſe who lay they 
will know and have nohing but Chriſt, the firſt: to 
ſet him at nought as a Prophet, by failing at his holy 
dottriue; or to reje& him as a King, by, trampling 
upon his royal proclamations! But I wot that 
through ignorance they do it, as do alſo their Rulers. 

04). 2. This legal doctrine 10bs God's dear 
children of their comforts and golpel-liberty, binds 
Moſes' intolerable burden upon their free ſhoulders, - 
and entangles them again in the galling yoke f bane 
dage. 

45 If God's dear children have got into a ale 
liberty of doing (the devil's works, either by x 
going into the vineyard when they have faid ThE 7 
8%, or by beating their fellow ſeruants there. inſtead 
of working with them; the ſoonet they are robbed 

of it he better: for if they continue thus free they 
will e'er.long be bound hand, and foot, and caft. into 
outer HE It is the, very ſpixit, of antinomi- 
aniſm to repreſent God's commandments as grievous, 
and the keeping of his law as bondage. Nat ſo the 
dutiful children of God: their heart is never ſo 
C 3 4 much 
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much at liberty, as when they run beſt the way 
tas commandments, and ſo fulfil the law of Chriſt, 
Keep them from obedience, and you keep them in 
the ſnare of the devil, promiſing liberty to others white 
they themſelves are the ſervants of corruption. | 

Again, you confound the heavy yoke of the cir. 
cumciſion and ceremonial bondage, with which the 
Galatians once intangled themſelves, with the eajy 
yoke of Feſus Chriſt, The former was intolerable, 
the latter is ſo lizkt a burden, that the only way to 
find reſt unto our ſouls is to take it upon us. St. Paul 
calls a dear brother his yoke-fellow : You know the 
word Belial in the original ſignifies without yoke ; 
they are Sons of Belial who ſhake off the Lord's yoke ; 
and though they ſhould boaſt of their election as 
much as the Jews did, Chriſt himſelf will ſay con- 
cerning them, Thoſe mine enemies that refule my 
yoke, and will not that I ſhould reign over them, 
bring hither and ſlay them before me. So 1nexprel- 
fibly dreadful is the end of lawleſs liberty! 

05%. g.“ Your dottrine is the damnable error 
of the Galatians, who madly left mount Sion for 
mount Sina, made Chriſt the alpha and not the ome- 
ga, and afier having begun in the ſpirit would be 
made perfect by the fleſh, This is the other goſpel 
which St. Paul thought ſo diametrically contrary to 
his own, that he wiſied the teachers of it, though 
they were angels of God, might be even accurſed and 
cut off.” | 

2 You are under a capital miſtake; St. Paul 
could never be ſo wild as to curſe himſelf, anathe- 
matize St. James, and wiſh the Meftah to be again 
cut off: for he himſelf taught the Romans that the 
doers of the law fhall be juſtified ; St. James evi- 
dently maintains a juſtification by works ; and our 
Lord exprelsty ſays by thy words thou fhalt be jufti- 
fied. Again, the apoſtle, as if He had foreſcen 
how his Epiſtle to the Galatians would be abuſed to 
antinomian purpoſes, gives us in it the moſt power- 
ful antidotes againſt that poiſon. Take two or three 
inſtances. {1.) He exhorts his fallen converts * 
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the fuljilleng of all the lau: love one another, ſays 
he for all the Law ts fulfilled in this one word, Thou 
ſhalt love thy neighbour as thyſelf, becauſe none can 
love his neighbour as himlelf, but he that loves 
God with all his heart, How different is'this doc- 
trine from the bold antinomian cry © We have no- 
thing to do with the law!” (2,) He enumerates 
the works of the fleſh, adultery, hatred, variance, 
wrath, firife, hereſies, envyings, &c. of which, ſays 
he, I tell you before, as 1 have told you in time paſt, 
that they who vo ſuch things. ſhall not be juſtified in 
the day of judgment, or which is che ſame thing, 
all not inherit the kingdom of God, How different 
a golpel is this, from that which infinuates im- 
penitent adulterers may be dear children of God, 
even while ſuch, in a very fafe ſtate, and quite 
ſure of glory!“ And (g.) as if this awful warning 
was not enough, he point-blank cautions his rea- 
ders againſt the Criſpian error, Be not deceived, 
lays he, whatever a man (not whatever Chriſt} 
wel h, that ſhall he alſo reap : He that foweth to the 
fleſh ſhall reap corruption, and he that ſoweth to the 
ſpir t Mall reap life everlaſting. How amazingly: 
ſtrong therefore muſt your prejudice be, which 
makes you produce this Epiſtle to thruſt love and 
good works out of the important place allotted them 
in all the word of God! And no where more than 
in this very epiſtle! | 81 
06j. 4. Notwithſtanding all you ſay I am' per- 
ſuaded you are in the dreadful hereſy of the Galatians, 
for they were, like you, for juſtiftcation by the works. 
of the law; and St. Paul relolutely maintained 
againſt them the fundamental doctrine of juftiji- 
cation by faith. e 
Anſ. It you once tead over the Epiſtle tothe Gala- 
tians without prejudice, and without comment, 
you will ſee that (1.) they had returned to the beg+ 
garly elements of this world by ſuperſtitiouſty eb/erve 
ing days, months, times and years. 1.(24) Imagining 
they could nt be ſaved: except they were circumciſed, 
they ſubmitted even to that grievous. and: bloody 
. | injunction, 
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injunction. (g.) Exact in their uſcleſs ceremonies, 
and fondly hoping to be juſtified by their partial 
obſervance of Moles' Law, they well-nigh ſorgat 
the merits of Chriſt, and openly trampled upon 
' tus law, and walked after the fleſh, Stirred up 
to contentious zeal by their new teachers, they 
deſpiſed the old Apoſtle's miniſtry, hated his perſon, 
and devoured one another. In ſhort, they truſted 
partly in the merit of their ſuperſtitious perform- 
ances, and partly in. Chriſt's merits; and on this 

repoſterous foundation they built the hay of Jewith 
ceremonies and the ſtubble of fleſhly luſts. With 
great propriety therefore the Apoſtle called them 
back with ſharpneſs to the only fure foundation, 
the merits of Jeſus Chriſt; aud wanted them to 
build upon it gold and precious ſtones, all the works of 
piety and mercy, that ſpring from faith-working ty 
love. | | 

Nov which of theſe errors do we hold? Do we 
not preach preſent juſtification % faith, and juſti— 
fication at the bar of God according to what a man 
ſoweth, the very docttine of this epiſtle? And do 
we not „ ſecure the foundation” by inſiſting that 
both theſe juſtifications are equally by the alone 
merits of Chriſt, though the ſecond, as our Church 
intimates in her 12th article, is by the evidence of 
works. : 

Will you bear with me if I tell you my thoughts? 
We are all in general condemned by the Epiſtle to 
the Galations, for we have too much 'dependence 
on our forms of piety, ſpeculative knowledge, or 
paſt experience: and too little heart-felt confidence 
in the merits of Chriſt: we /ow too little to the ſpi- 
Tit, and too much to the fleht. But thoſe, in the 
next place, are peculiarly reproved by it, who return 
to the beggarly elements, the idle ways and vain 
faſhions of thes world —Thoſe who make as much 
ado” about the begzarly elements of water, about 
baptizing ſnfants and dipping” adults, 38s the 
Troublers of the church of Galatia did about cir- 
cumcifing their converts that they might glory in their 
+ TORTS. fleſh. 
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Hel Thole who zealouſiy affect others but not 
% Thoſe who now deipile their ſpiritual Fa- 
thers, whom they once received as angels of 64 
Thole who turn our enemies when we tell them the truth, 
who heap to themſelves teachers ſmoother than the 
evangelically legal apoſtle, and would call us lind, 
if we ſaid as he does, Let every man prove his own 
woRK, and then all he have rejoicing in himfelf 
alone and not in another, Gal. vi. 4. Thoſe who 
plead for ſpiritual] bondage while they talk of gol 
pel liberty, and aſh: m that the ſon of the bond woman 
ſhall always live with the fon. of the free, that fin 
can never be caft out of the heart of believers,, and 
that Chriſt and corruption ſhall always dwell toges 
ther in this world. — And laſtly, thoſe who lay 
there is no falling away from grace when they are 
already fallen like the Galatians, and boaſt of their 
ſtability chiefly becauſe they are ignorant of their 
fall, 

06j. 5. © However your phariſaic doctrine flatly 
contradicts the goſpel ſummed up by our Lord in 
theſe words, He that believeth Hall be ſaved, and 
he that believeth not all be damned. Here is not 
one word about works, all turns. upon faith,” 
 Anf. Inſtead of throwing ſuch hints you might 
as well ſpeak out at, once, and ſay that Chriſt in 
Mark xvi. 16. He that believeth and is baptized, jhal 
be ſaved, and hs that . believeth not hal bs damned, 
flatly contradicts what he had ſaid. Matt. xii, 37> 
By thy Words thou fhalt be juſtified, or by thy Words 
thou ſhalt be condemned, But drop your, prejudices, 
and you will ſee that the. contradiction is only 
in your own ideas. We ſteadily. aflert as our 
Lord, that he who believeth, or endureth unto. the 
end heliecving (for the word implies both the reality 
and continuance of the action) ſhall infallibly be 
laved : becauſe faith, which continues living, works 
to the laſt by love and good works, which will 
infallibly juſtify us in the day of judgment. For 
when faith is no more, love and good works 
will evidence (i.) that we were grafted in Chriſt by 

. true 
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true faith, (2.) that we did not make ſlipwreck of the 
aith,—that we were not taken away as branches in 
Him which bear not fruit, but abode fruitful branches 
in the true vine, and g.) that we are {till in him by 
HOLY LOVE, ihe precious and eternal fruit of true 
perſevering faith, How bad is that cauſe which 
maſt ſupport itſelf by charging an 1maginary con- 
tradiction upon the Iifdem of God, Jeſus Chritt 
himlelf*! 


* This is frequently the ſtratagem of thoſe who have no er. 
guments to Eier I bore my teſtimony againſt it in the Vir. 
Vication, and flaticred myſelf that ſerious writers would be les 
torward to oppoſe the truth, and expoſe the miniſters of Chriit 
by that injudicious way of diſcuſſing controverted poirits, Not- 
withſtanding this, 1 have before me a little pamphlet, in which 
the Editor endeavours to anſwer Mr. WIS Minutes, by extra. 
ing from his writings paſſages ſuppoſed to ſtand in direct opps- 
ſition to the Minutes. Hence in a burleſque upon the Leclaration 
he tries to repreſent Mr. W. as a knave, 

I would juſt obſerve upon that performance, (1.) that by this 
method of raiſing duſt, and avoiding to rcafon the cafe fairly, 
every malicious infidel may blind injudious readers, and make 
triumphing ſcotfers cry oat, Jeſus againſt- Chriſt f Saul againſt 
St. Paul! or John the Divine againſt John the E angeliſt! as 
well as Weſley againſt John! and John againſt Weſley. (2.) 
Mr. W. having acknowledged in the beginning of the Minutes, 
he * had leaned to much towards Calviniſm,” we may natu- 
rally expect to meet in his voluminous writings, with a few 
expreſſions that look a little towards Antinomiamſm ; and with 
ſome paragraphs, which (when detached from the context, and 
not.conhdeied as ſpoken to-deep mouraers in Zion, or to fſou's 
of undoubted ſincerity/ ſeem directly to favour the deluſion of 
the preſent times. /g.) This may eaſily be accounted for, 
without flying to the charges of knavery or contradiction. When 
after working long without chearing light, wh diſcover the 
raviſhing day of luminous faith, we are all apt n the fincerity 
of our heart to ſpeak almoſt as ungua dly of works, as Lu- 
ther did; but when the fire of antinomian temptations has 
frequently burned us, and conſumed thouſands around us, we 
juſtly dread it at laſt; and ceaſing to lean towards Criſp's divi- 
nity, we return to St James, St John, and St. Jude, and to 
the latter part of St. Paul's epiltlcs, which he too often over- 
looked, and to which hardly two Miniſters did, upon the wholr, 
ever do more juſtice than Mr. Baxter and Mr. W. {/4.) A man 


who gives to different people, or to the fame people at different 
ame 
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0%%½ 6 * Your doctrine exalts man, and, by 
giving him room to boaſt, robs Chriſt of the glory 
of his grace. The top-ftone is no more brought forth 
with ſhouting Grace ! Grace! but Works! Works!” 
unto it; and the burden of the ſong in heaven will 
be * Salvation to oon WORKS!” and no more 
& Salvation to the Lamb!” 

A. I no leſs approve your godly jealouſy, than 
I wonder at your groundlefs fears, To calm them, 
permit me once more to obſerve, (1.) That this 
doctrine is Chriſt's who would not be ſo unwiſe as 
to ſide with our ſe!f-righteous pride, and teach us 
to rob him of his own glory. Tt is abſurd to ſup- 
poſe Chriſt would be thus againſt Chritt, for even 
Satan is too wile to be agarnſt Satan. (2.) Upon 
our plan as well as upon Criſp's ſcheme, free grace 
has abſolutely all the glory, The love and good 
works by which we ſhall be juſtified in the day of 
judgment are the fruit of faith, and faith is the 957 
of God, Chriſt the great object of faith, the Holy 
Ghoſt called the Spirit of faith, the power of be- 
lieving the means, opportunities and will to uſe that 
power, are all the rich preſents of God's free grace. 
All our fins, together with the imperfections of our 


times, directly contrary directions, does not always contradict 
himſelf, I have a fever, and my Phyfician, under God, reitorcs 
me to health by cooling medicines ; by and by 1 am afflicted 
with the cold rheumatiſm, and he preſcribes Grhentatichs and 
warming remedics, but my injudicious Apothecary oppoles him, 
under pretcnce that he goes by no certain rule, and grofly con- 
traditts himſelf, Let us apply to Mr. W. and the Verſifier, 
remembering there is leſs difference between a burning fever and 
a cold rheumati!m, than between the caſe of the trifling antine- 
mian and that of the dejected penitent. (% / Whoever conſi- 
ders without prejudice what our ſatyric Poct praduces as contras 
diftions, will find ſome of them do not fo much as amount to 
an tion, and that moſt of them do not ſcem ſo eontradiftory, 
«as numbers of propoſitions that might be extracted from the 
o1acles of God. If the Edttor of the Anfluer to the Minutes 
will comparethis note with the 31it page of the Vindication, 1 
hope he will find his per fol mance anſwered, his indirect attack 
4555 0 Minutes Srpſtratce, aud Mr. W.'s hoveſty fully vin- 
cate | | +3 4 14 ” - C3 0 £ 115 rtr 
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works, are mercifully forgiven through the blood 
and righteoulnefs of Chriſt : our perſons and ler. 
vices are graciouſly accepted merely for his ſake 
and through his alone merits; and if rewards are 
granted us according to the fruits of righteouſneſs 
we bear, it is not becauſe we are profitable to God, 
but becauſe the meritorious ſap of the root of David 
produces thoſe fruits, and the meritorious beams 
of the lun of righteouſneſs ripen them, Thus you 
ſee that which way ſoever you look at our juſtifica- 
tion, God has all the glory of ir, but that of 
turning moral agents into mere machines, a glory 
which we apprehend God does no more claim, 
than you do that of turning your coach-horles 
into hobby-horles, and your ſervants into, pup- 
ets, 
g Lf faith on earth gives Chriſt the glory of all our 
ſalvation, you need not fear that Love (a ſuperior 
grace) will rob him in heaven; for love is not 
puffed up, ſeeketh not her own, and does not behave 
herſelf unjeemly towards a beggar on earth ; much 
leſs will ſhe do ſo towards the Lord of glory, when 
ſhe has attained the zenith of heavenly perfec- 
tion. Away then with all the imaginary lions you 
lace in your way to truth! Notwithſtanding 
Criſp's prohibitions, like the Bereans, receive Chriſt 
in his holy doQrine, and be perſuaded that in the 
laſt day you will ſhout as loud as the honeſt Doc- 
tor, Grace ! Grace ! and Salvation to the Lamb : 
without ſuggeſting with him to thoſe on the left 
hand the blaſphemous ſhouts of Partiality ! Hypo- 
criſy / Barbarity ] aud Damnation to the Lamil! 
Thus ſhall you have all the free grace he juſtly 
boaſts of, without any of his horid reprobating 
work, 

Oh. 7. * How-will the converted thief that did 
no good works be juſtihed by works?” 

Anſ. We mean by worxs the whole of our inward 
tempers and outward behaviour ; and how do you 
know the outward behaviour of the converted thick? 
Did not his reproofs, ex hortations, prayers, pa- 
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tience, and refignation evidence the livelineſs of 
his faith, as there was time and opportunity? (2) 
Can you ſuppoſe his inward temper was not love to 
God and man ? Could he go into paradiſe without 
being born again ? Or could he be born again and 
not love? Is it not ſaid he that loveth is born of 
Cod; conſequently he that is born of God loveth ? 
Again, does not he who doe fulfil ail the law, and 
do, as ſays St. Auguflin, all good works in one? 
And is not the fulfilling of all the law of Chrift work 
enough to juſtify the converted thief by that law? . 
Obj. 8.“ You ſay that your doctrine will make 
us zealous of good works, but I fully diſcharge it from 
that office; for the love of Chriſt conſtraineth us to 
abound in every good word and work.“ 
Anſ. (1) St. Paul, who ſpoke thoſe words with 
more feeling than you, thought the contrary ; as 
well as his bleſſed Maſter, orthey would never have 
taught this doctrine. You do not, I fear, evidence 

the temper of a Babe when you are ſo exceedingly 
wiſe above what Chriſt preached, and prudent above 
what the Apoſtle wrote. (2) If the love of Chriſt 
in profeſſors is fo eee as you fay, why do 
good works and good tempers bear fo little propor- 
tion to the great talk we hear of its irrefiftibte 
efficacy? And why can thoſe, who have taſted it 
return lo fin as dogs to their vomat ! Why can they 
even curſe, ſwear, and get drunk? be guilty of 
idolatty, murder, and inceſt? (3) If love alone is 
always ſufficient, why did our Lord work upon his 
diſciples hearts by the hope of thrones and a kingdom, 
and by the fear of a worm that dieth not, and a fire 
that is not quenched? Why does the Apoſtte ſtir 
up believers to ferve the Lord with godly fear, by the 
conſideration that He ts a conſuming fre“ Illuſttat- 
ing his aſſertion by this awful warning, 1f they 
(Corah and his company) e/caþed not, but were con- 
lumed by fire from heaven, becauſe they refu 2 
tim (Moſes that ſpake on earth ; much a Male 
we edge if we turn away from him that fpeaketh. 
e 7:1. _ 
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2 from heaven ? Why did St. Paul himſelf, who ng 


1 doubt underſtood the goſpel as well as Criſp and mo 
#4 Saltmarſh, run a race for an incorruptible crown, and Chr 
* keep his body under, LES he himſelf ſhould be a caſl. as t 
; away? O ye orthodox divines, and thou. ludicrous to 
4 verſifier of an awful Declaration, inſtead of attempt. the 
P's ing to ſet Paul againſt Paul, and to oppoſe Weſley ( 
f to Weſley, anſwer thoſe ſcriptural queſtions; and dot 
Ha if you cannot do it without betraying heterodoay, 292 
for the Lord's ſake, for the ſake of thouſands in a þ 
Iſrael, keep no more from the feeble of the flock chr 
thoſe neceſſary helps, which the very chief of the ph; 
ik apoſtles, evangelical Paul, without any of your a 
” Cr ifpien refinements, continually recommended to (th 
others, and daily ufed himſelf. And ſor your own of 
ſoul's ſake, never more proſtitute theſe awful words, Chi 
the love of Chriſt conſtraineth us: never more apply anc 
jt them to yonrſelves, while you refuſe to treat the gre 
1 moſt venerable ambaſſador of Chriſt, I ſhall not ſay fell 
wn with re/peftful love, but with common decency, diſt 
1 Obj. 9. All the formal and phariſaical minil. | 
\ ters, who are ſworn enemies to Chriſt and the gol. 1 
1 pel of bis grace, preach your legal doctrine of tisf 
" Juſt iſication 5 works in the day of judgment.“ mo 
| Anſ. And what do you infer from it? Thawthe obj 
doctrine is falſe? If the inference is juſt; it will in 
follow there is neither heaven nor hell; for they ( 


publicly maintain tte exiltence of both. But ſup- 
poſe they no and then preach our docttine without 


zeal," without living according to it, or without con 
prteviouſly preaching the fall and apraſent juſtifies pref 
tion by faith in Chriſt produttive of, peace and mu) 
power, what can be expected from it ? Would not met 
the doctrine of the atonement itlelf be totally uſe- 7 
leſs, if it were preached under ſuch diſadvantages? me 

| The truth is, ſuch miniſters are only for the te 
roof, and you it ſeems, only for the foundation: you 
; but a roof unſapporigc by ſolid walls , cruſhes to even 
death, and a foundation without a raof is not much ſha! 
better than the open air. Therefore wiſe .maſter- 1 1 


. builders, like St. Paul, are for having both in their 
| | propet 
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roper places, Like him, when the foundation is 
well laid, leaving the firſt principles of the doftrine of 
Chriſt, they go on to perfettion 3 nor will they forget 
as they work 0UT Heir perfection, to ſhout grace, grace, 
to the laſt fate that covers in the building; or to 
the tcp-ſtone, the key that binds the ſolid arch. 

Obj. 10. Should I receive and avow ſuch” a 
doctrine, the generality of profeſſors would riſe 
againſt me; and while the warmeſt would call me 
a papiſt, an antichriſt, and what not; my deareſt. 
chriſtian friends would pity me as an unawakene 
phariſee, and fear me as a blind legaliſt. “ 

Anſ. Rejoice and be exceeding glad when all men 
(the godly not excepted) hall ſay all manner of evil 
of you falſely for Chriſt's ſake, for preferring. 
Chriſt's holy doctt ine to the looſe teneis of Dr. Criſp: 
and remember that in our antinomian days, it is as 
great an honor to be called ſegal by faſhionable pro- 
ſeſſors, as to be branded with the name of Metho- 


% 


diſt by the ſots who glory in their ſhame, 


VII. As I would hope my Objettor is either ſa- 
tified or ſilenced, before J conclude permit me a 
moment, Rev. Sir, to conſider the two important 
objections which you directly or indirectly make 
in your Narrative. ; | 

(1.) * I ſhould tremble, ſay you, page 21, left 
ſome bold metaphyfician ould affirm that a ſecond 
Juſtification by works is quite conſiſtent with what is 
contained in Mr. W's Declaration ; but that it is en- 
preſſed in ſuch sr RN AND ABSOLUTE TERMS; as 
muſt rox EVER put the moſt exquiſite refinements: of 
metaphyfical diſtinction AT DEFIANCE.” 5 

ni, For ever at DEeyFiance !——You ſurpriſe 
me, Sir: I, who am as perfect a ſtranger to exqui- 
fue refinements as to Criſp's eternal juſlification,” tefy 
you (pardon a hold expreſſion to a bold metaphyſician ) 
ever to produce out of Mr, W's Declaration, I 
ſhall not ſay (as you do) srRONV AND ABSOLUTE 
TERMS, but one lingle word or tittle denying or 


D 2 excluding 
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excluding a ſecond juſtification by works; and I 
appeal both to your ſecond thoughts and to the 
unprejudiced world, whether theſe three propos 
fitions of the Declaration, Ne kave no. truft or con- 
" , fdence but in the alone Merits of Chriſt FOR juſliß. 
cation in the day of judgment. Works have no part 
in MERITING 07 PURCHASING. ou Juſtification from 
firſt to laft, EITDBER IN WHOLE OR IN ART.—Ile 
ig not a real Chriſtian Believer (and conſequently can- 
not be ſaved ) WHO DOES NOT GOOD. WORKS where 
there 25 time and opportunity, —I appeal, I ſay, to the 
unprejudiced world, whether theſe thice propoli- 
tions are not highly conſiſtent with this afſertion of 
our Lord, By thy words thou ſhalt be juſtified, that 
is, „ Although from firſt to laſt the TT Merits of 
my lite and death purchaſe or deſerve thy juſtthca- 
tion ; yet in the day of judgment thou ſhalt be 
Juſtifted by thy works ; that is, thy juſtification 
which is purchaſed by my alone merits, will entirely 
turn upon the evidence of thy works, according to 

the time and opportunity thou halt to do them.“ 
Who does not lee that to be juſtified by the EviI- 
DENCE of works, and to be juſtified by the MEgnns 
_ of works, are no n of the ſame import, 
than Minutes and Hereſy are words of the ſame hg- 
nification? The latter propoſition contains the 
error ſtrongly guarded againſt both in the Decla- 
ration and in the Minutes: the former contains 
an evangelical doctrine, as agreeable to the Decla- 
ration and Minutes as to the ſcriptures ;- a doctrine 
of which we were too ſparing when we leaned 
too much towards calviniſm,“ but 10 which, aſter 
the example of Mr. W. we are now determined to 

do juſtice. | x : 
©, Whoever it aſhamed. of: Chriſt's. words, we will 
proclaim.them to the world, Both, from our pul- 
its and the preſs, we will lay, By thy—aords thou 
Mall be guſtified,. aud by thy words, \thou, ſhalt é con- 
gemned, ——Y ea, Ii hoever faull fey: to has brother, 
. Thou Tad ! fall be in danger of hell fire, and who- 
eber maketh à lie all have his part in the 57 
A Mc 
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ic burneth with fire and whe 20, for as with the 


heart man believeth unto righteouſneſs, or diſbelieveth 
to unrighteouſneſs, ſo with the mouth confeſſion is 
made to SALVATION, or hard ſpeeches are uttered to 
DAMNATION, Reſerve therefore, reverend Sir, 
your public praiſes for a more proper occaſion than 
that which cauſed their breaking out in your Nar- 
rative. BressED Be Gov, ſay you, page 16, Mr. 
Weſley and 53 of his preachers do not agree with Mr. 
Olivers in the material article of a ſecond juſtification 
by works, Indeed Sir, you are greatly miſtaken, 
for we do agree with him, and ſhall continue fo to 
do, till you have proved he does not agree with 
Jeſus Chriſt, or that our doctrine is not perfectly 
conſiſtent both with the Scriptures and the Decla- 
ration, 


(2.) Your ſecond objection is not ſo formal as 


the firſt; it muſt be made up of broad hints ſcat- 
tered through your Narrative, and they amount to 
this, “ Your pretended difference between juſtifi- 
cation by the MERIT of works, and juſtification by 
the EVIDENCE of works, and between a 1ſt and 2d 
Juſtification, is founded upon the ſubtilties of meta- 
phyfical diſtinctions: If what you ſay wears the aſpe& 
of truth, 1t is becauſe you give a new turn to error, by 
the almoſt magical power of metaphyſical diſtinflions,” 
Page 16, 20, and 21, 

Give me leave, Sir, to anſwer this objection by 
two appeals, one to the moſt ignorant collier in my 
pariſh, and the other to your own ſenſible child; 
and if they can at once underitand my meaning, 
you will ſee that my metaphyfical diſtinctions, as you 
are pleaſed to call them, are nothing but the dic- 
tates of common ſenſe. I begin with the collier, 

Thomas, I ſtand here before the Judge accuſed 
of having robbed the Rev. Mr, Shirley near Bath, 
laſt month on ſuch an evening; can you ſpeak a 
word for me? Thomas turns to the Judge and ſays, 
«© Pleaſe your Honor the accuſation is falfe, for 
our parfon was in Madeley-wood, and I can make 
oath of it, for he even reproved me for {wearing at 
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dur pit's mouth that very evening.“ By his eVis 


dence the Judge acquits me, Now, Sir, aſk curſin 


Tom whether I am acquitted and juſtified by his 


merits or by the imple evidence he has given, and 
he will tell you, © Aye to be ſure by the evidence > 
Lhough I am no ſcholar, I know very well if our 
methodiſt parſon is not hanged, it is none of my 
deſervings.“ Thus, Sir, an ignorant collier, as 
great a ſtranger to your metaphyfecs as you are to his 
mandre!, dilcovers at once a material difference 
between guſ/tifecation. by the EVIDENCE, and juſtifin 
cation i the MERITS of & witneſs, | 

My zd Appeal is to your ſenſible child. By a 

lain compariſon I hope to make him at once un- 


derſtand both the difference there is between our 


1{t and 2d juſtification, and the propriety of that 
difference. The lovely boy 1s old enough, I ſup- 
pole, to follow the gardener and me to yonder 
nurſery. Having ſhewn him the operation of graft- 
ing, and pointing at the crab-tree newly grafted, 
« My dear child, would 1 ſay, though hitherto 
this tree has preduced nothing but crabs, yet by 
the ſkill of the gardener, who has juſt fixed in it 
that. good little branch, it is now. made an appl:- 
tree, I juflify and warrant it ſuch. (Here is an 
emblem of our fr/! juſtification by faith!) In three 
or four years, if we live, we will come again and 
ſee it: Vit thrives and N well; we ſhall 
then by that mark juſtify it a ſecond time, we ſhall 
declare that.it is a good apple-tree indeed, and fit to 
be tranſplanted from this wild nurſery into a de- 
lightful orchard. But if we find that the old crabs» 
ſtock, inſtead of nouriſhing the graft, ſpends all its 
ſap in producing wild ſhoots and ſour crabs; or if 
it is a tree whoſe fruit withereth without fruit, twice 
dead (dead in the graft and in the ſtock} plucked up 
by the root, or quite cankered, far from declaring 
. a good tree, we ſhall pals ſentence of condemna- 
tion upon it, and ſay, Cut it downs Why cums 
exeth at the ground? For every tree that bringeth not 
Folk pood fruit is Rewn down and caſt into the ial 
es 
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Here is an emblem of our ſecond juſtification 


works, or of the condemnation that will infallibly_ 


overtake thoſe Laodicean profeſſors and wretched 
apoſtates, whoſe faith is not ſhewrr by works, where 
there is time and opportunity, 

Inſtead of offering an inſult to your ſuperior un- 
derftanding, in attempting to explain by metaphy- 
kcal diftinftions what I ſuppoſe your ſenſible child 


has already underſtood by the help of a grafting 


knife, I ſhall leave you to conhder Whether ſcrip- 
ture, reaſon, and candor, do not join their 
influence to make you acknowledge, at leaſt in the 
court of your own conſcience, that you have put as 
wrong a conſtruction upon Mr, W. 's Declaration 
as upon his Minutes, and by that means inadver- 
tently given another ra touch to the ark of prac- 
tical religion, and to the charatter of one of the 
greateſt miniſters in the world, 


I am with due reſpect, 
Hon. and Rev, Sir, 
Your obedient ſervant, in the bond bf the 
practical goſpel of Chriſt, 


þ uE VINDICATOR» 


SECOND LETTER. 


Hon. and Rev. Sir, 


AVING endeavoured in my laſt to do juſ- 

tice to the practical goſpel of Chriſt, and 
Mr. W. 's awful Declaration; I paſs on to the other 
miſtakes of your Narrative. That which ſtrikes 
me next is the PUBLIC RECANTATION or YOUR 
uſeful sERMONS IN THE FACE OF TUE WHOLE 
WORLD, Page 22, 


I, Oh! Sir, what have you done! Do you. not 
know that your Sermons contain not only the le-. 
gally evangelical doctrine of the Minutes, but 
likewiſe all the doctrines which moderate Calviniſts 
eſteem the marrow of the goſpel? And ſhall all 
be treated alike ? Nit thou alſo deſtroy the righteous 
with the wicked? That be far from thee to do after 
this manner # Thus did a good man formerly. plead 
the cauſe of a wicked city, and thus I plead that of 
your good ſermons, thoſe twelve valuable, though 
unripe fruits of your miniſterial labours. Upon 
this plea the infamous city weuld have been ſpared, 
had only ten good men been found in it. Now, 
Sir. ſpare a valuable book for the ſake of a thouſand 
excellent things it contains, But if you are intlex- 
ible, and till wiſh it © burned,” imitate at leaſt 
the kind angels who ſent Lot out of the fiery over- 
throw, and except all the evangelical pages of the 
unfortunate volume, | : 
Were it not ridiculous to compare wars which 
oſt us only a little ink, and our friends a few 
: | | pence, 
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ence, to thoſe which coſt armies their blood, and 
1 — their treaſures, I would be tempted to 
ſay you imitate the Dutch in their Jaſt effort to 
balance the victory, and ſecure the field, When 
they are preſſed by the French, rather than yield, 
they break their dykes, let in the ſea upon them- 
ſelves, and lay all their fine gardens and rich 
paſtures under water: but before they have fecourſe 
to that ſtrange expedient, they en lave all 
the valuable goods they can, Why ſhould you not 
follow them in their prudential care, as you ſeem 
to do in their bold ſtratagem? When you publicly 
lay your uſeful book under the bitter waters of an 
anathema, why do you ſave abſolutely nothing ? 
Why muſt goſpel truths, more precious than the 
wiſh of Holland and the gold of Ophir, lie for 
ever under the ſevere ſcourge of your recantation ? 
ſuppole you had recanted your 3d Sermon, The 
way to eternal life, in oppoſition to Myſticilm ; and 
burned the 4th, Salvation by Chrift for Jews and 
Gentites, in honor of Calviniſm, could you not have 
ſpared the reſt ? a e 
Ik you ſay, you may do What you pleaſe with 
your own ; I anſwer, Your book publicly expoſed 
to ſale, and bohght perhaps by thouſands, is, in 
one ſenſe, no more your own; it belongs to the 
urchaſers, before whom you lay, I fear, a dan» 
bet example'; for when they ſhall hear that the 
zuthor has publicly recanted it in the face of the 
whole world, it will be à temptation to them tc 
flight the goſpel it contains, and perhaps to ridiculs 
it in the face of the whole world. 2 
Lou add, “ it ſavours too ſtrongly of myſticiſm.“ 
Some paſſages are a little tainted with Mr. Law's ca- 
at error, and you might have pointed them out; 

ut if you think nyſticiſm is intrinſecally bad, youre 
under a miſtake, One of the greateſt my/tics, next 
w Solomon, is Thomas a Kempis, and a 
errors excepted, I would no more bur his Imitatiaꝝ 


of Jeſus Chrift, han the Song of *Sdlothofi, and 


| 


: 
F 


( 34 ) 


Mr, Romaine's edifying paraphraſe of the 103th 
Pſalm, 

You urge alſo, “ Your ſermons ſavour too much 
of free will.” Alas! Sir, can you recant free will? 
Was not your will as free when you recanted your 
lermons as when you compoſed them ? Is there not 
as much free will expreſſed in this one line of the 
goſpel as in all your ſermons, I would have ga- 
thered you, and ye would not ? Do not free will 


offerings with an holy worſſup delight the Lord more 


than forced, and if I way be allowed the exprel- 
ſion, bound-wil! ſervices ? Is not the free will with 
which the martyrs went to the ſtake as worthy of 
our higheſt admiration, as the myſliciſm of the 
Canticles is of our deepeſt attention? If all that 
ſtrongly “ ſavours of free will” muſt be“ burned,” 
Ye heavens! what Smithfield work will there be 
in your lucid plains! Wo to Saints! Wo to. An- 
gels! for they are all free-willing Beings,—all full 
of free will; Nor can you deny it, unleſs you ſup- 
ſe they are bound by irreſiſtible decrees, as 
he Heathens fancied their Deities were hampered 
with the adamantine chains of an imaginary ſome» 
thing they called Fate; witnels their Fata vetant, 
and Fata jubent, and ineluctabile Fatum. 


Pardon, Rev. Sir, the oddity of theſe exclama- 


tions. I am fo grieved at the great advantage we 
give infidels againſt the goſpel, by making it 11di- 
culous, that I could try even the method of Horace, 
to bring my friends back from the faſhionable 
refinements of Criſp, to the plain truth as it is in 


. Jeſus, 


Ridiculum acri 
Fortius ac melius ſtultas plerumque ſecat res, 


Nor is this the only bad tendency of your new 
doctrine: for by exploding the freedom of the will, 
you rob us of free agency; you afford the wicked, 
who determine to continue in fin, the beſt excule 
in the world to do it without Either ſhame, or res 

=. moric 
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morſe; you make us mere machines, and inè irectly \ 
reflect upon the wiſdom of our Lord for ſaying to a 

ſet of Jewiſh machines, [would and ye would not. But 
what 1s ſtill more deplorable, you inadvertently 
repreſent it an unwiſe thing in God to judge the 
world in righteouſneſs ; and your new glaſs ſhews 

his vindictive juſtice in the ſame unfavourable light, 
in which England ſaw two years ago the behaviour 
of a great monarch, who was expoled in the public 
papers for unmercifully cutting with a whip, and 
tearing with ſpurs, the horſes worked in the tapeſ- 
try of his royal apartment, becauſe they did not 
prance and gallop at his nod, | 

If a commendable, but immoderate fear of 
Pelagius's doctrine drove you into that of St. Au- 
guſtin, the oracle of all the Dominicans, Thomiſts, 
Janſeniſts, and all other Roman catholic predeſti- 
narians, you need not go ſo far beyond him as to 
recant all your ſermons, becauſe you mention per- 
haps three or four times, the freedom of our will in 
the whole volumn, “ Let no one, ſays judicious 
Melancthon, be offended at the word free will, 
(liberum arbitrium) for St. Auguſtin himſelf uſes 
it in many volumes, and that almoſt in every page, 
even to the ſurfeit of the reader.” 

The moſt ingenious Calviniſt that ever wrote 
againſt free will, is, I think, Mr, Edwards of 
New England. And his fine ſyſtem turns upon a 
compariſon by which 1t may be overturned, and the 
freedom of the will demonſtrated, 

The will, ſays he, (if Il remember right) is like an 
even balance which can never turn withouta weight, 
and muſt necefarily turn with one.—But whence 
comes the weight that necefarily turns it? From the 
underſtanding, anſwers he; the laſt dictate of the 
underſtanding neceſſarily turns the will, —And is the 
underſtanding alſo nece//arily determined? Ves, b 
the effect which the objetts around us neceſſarily 
have upon us, and by the circumſtances in- which 
we neceſſarily find ourſelves; ſo that from firſt to 
laſt our tempers, words and actions nece ſarily follow 
| each 


—— . 
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each other, and the circumſtances. that give them 
birth, as the 2d, 3d, and 4th links of a chain 

follow the firſt, when it is drawn along. Hence 

the eternal, infallible, irreſiſtible, univerſal con- 

catenation of events, both in the moral and 

material world, This is, it I miſtake not, the 

ſcheme of that great divine, and he ſpends no leſs 

than 414 large pages in trying to eſtabliſh it, 

I would juſt oblerve upon it, that it makes the 
firſt Cauſe, or firſt Mover, the only free Agent 
in the world: all others being neceſſarily bound 
with the chain of his decrees, drawn along by the 
irreſiſtible motion of his arm, or, which is the 
ſame, intangled in forcible circumſtances unalter- 
able fixed by his immutable counſel, 

And yet, even upon this ſcheme you needed not, 


Sir, be ſo afraid of free will; for if the will is like 


an even balance, it is free in itſelf, though it is 
only with what I beg leave to call a mechanical frets 
dom; for an even balance, you know, is free to 
turn either way, | 
But with reſpect to our ingenious author's aſſer- 
tion, that the will cannot turn without a weight, 
becauſe an even balance cannot; I muſt conſider it 
as a mere begging the queſtion, if not as an abſur- 
dity. What is a balance, but lifeleſs matter? And 
what is the will, but the living active ſoul, ſpringing 
uh in its willing capacity, and felf-exerting, jelf- 


determining power? O how tottering is the \ mighty 


fabric raiſed, I ſhall not ſay upon ſuch a fine-ſpun 
metaphyſical ſpeculation, but _ lo weak a 
foundation as a compariſon, which ſuppoſes that 
two things ſo widely different as ſpirit and matter, a 
living foul and a lifeleſs balance, are exafly alike 


with the reference toſelf.determination! Juſt as if a 


ſpirit made aſter the image of the living, free and 
owerful God, was no more capable of determining 
itſelf, than an horizontal beam ſupporting two equal 


— 


Jam ſorry, Sir, to diſſent from ſuch a reſpedtable 


Divine as yourſelf, but as J have no taſte ſor new 
re finements, 
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vofinements, and cannot even conceive how far 


actions can be morally good or evil, any farther 


than our free will is concerned in them; I 'muſt 
follow the univerſal experience of mankind, and 
ide with the author of the ſermons againſt the 
author of the Narrative, concerning the freedom of 
the will. | | 

Nor is this freedom derogatory -to- free grace; 


| for as it was ſree grace that gave an upright free 
to Adam at his creation, ſo whenever his fallen 
children think or act aright, it is becauſe their free 
E will is mercifully prevented, touched, and ſo far 


reQihed by free grace. 
However, it muſt be granted that faſhionable 
profeſſors, and the large book of Mr. Edwards are 


in general for you; but when you maintained tlie 
freedom of the will, Jeſus Chriſt and the Goſpel 


were on your ſide, To the end of the wortd this 
plain, peremptory aſſertion of our Lord, I would 
aud ye would not, will alone throw: down the ſo- 
phiſms, and filence the objections of the molt 
ſabtle philoſophers againſt hee will, When I 
conlider what it implies; far from ſuppoſing the 
will is like a lifeleſs pair of ſcales, neceſſaril) 
tirned by the leaſt weight; I ſee it is ſuch a ſtrong, 
ſel determining power, that it can reſiſt the effect 
of the moſt amazing weights: keep itſelf infiexible 
under all the warnings, threatnings, miracles, 
promiſes, entreaties, and tears of the Son of God; 
and remain obſtinately unmoved under all the 
ſtrivings of his holy Spirit. Yes, put in one ſcale 
the molt ſtupendous weights, for inſtance the hopes 
of heavenly joys, and the dread of helliſh tor- 
ments; and only the gaudy feather of honour, or 
dne breaking bubble of worldly joy in the other 
i! the Will caſts itſelf into the light ſcale, the fea- 
er or bubble will inſtantly preponderate. Nor is 
ne power of the rectified Will lets wonderful; for 
though you ſhould put all the kingdoms, of the 
world and their glory ia the ſcale, and nothing 
but the reproach of Chriſt in the other; yet if the 

gy - | Will 
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Will ſreely leaps into the infamous ſcale, a crown 
of, thorns eaſily outweighs a thouſand golden 
crowns, and devouriag flame makes ten thouſand 
thorns kick the beam. | | 

Thus it appears the will can be perſuaded, never 
forced, You may bend it by moral ſuaſiong, 
but if you do it farther than it freely gives way, 
you break, you abſolutely deftroy it. A Will forced 
is no more a Vill, it is mere compulſion ; freedom 
is not leſs eſſential to it, than moral agency to 
man. Nor do I go, in thele obſervations upon 
the freedom of the will, one ſtep farther than 
honeſt John Buryan, whom all the Calviniſts 9 
deſervedly admire. In his Holy War he tells us 
there is but one Lord IHC be-will in the town of war! 
Man's ſoul: whether he ſerves Diabolus or Shaddai, as be 
he is Lord IWrill-be-will till, „ 4 man of great be s. 
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God,” O Sir, why did you not except it in you! toget 
recantation, both for the | honour of our Church publ 
and your own ? 


ftrength, reſolution, and courage, whom in his occaſion you 

no one can turn,” if he does not freely turn or yield Ir 

to be turned. ackr 

I hope, Sir, theſe hints upon the barmleſine(; ſage: 

of myſticiſm, and the important doctrine of our read 

free agency will convince you, and the purchaſer: you! 

of your ſermons, that you have been too precipitate form 

in publicly recanting them in the face of the whale deal 

world, eſpecially the ninth, | dang 

If you aſk why I particularly intereſt myſelf in weer 

| the behalf of that one diſcourſe, I will let you into whol, 

N the myſtery. At the firſt reading 1 liked and him 

adopted it; I cut it out of the volume in which i bloo 

| was bound, put it in my ſermon- caſe, and preached A 

it in my Church. The title of it is, you know, Wel 

Y Tuſtification by Faith, and among ſeveral ſtriking ſeve 

N things on the ſubjett, you _— twice this excel- « B 

lent paſſage out of our homilies, “ Juſtification by cant; 

faith implies a ſure truſt and confidence a man have 

| hath in God, that by the merits of Chriſt his fins ſerm 

; are forgiven, and-he is reconciled to the favour of and 
| 
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Were I to print and diſperſe ſuch an advertiſe- 
ment as this,“ Eight years ago I preached in my 
Church a ſermon intitled | JUSTIFICATION} BY. 
Farrn, compoſed by the Hon. and Rev. Mr, 
Shirley, to convince Papiſts and Phariſees that we 
are accepted through the alone merits of Chrilts 
but I ſee better now, I wifh this ſermon had been 
burned and I publicly recant it in the face of the 
whole world;“ how would the popiſh prieſt of 
Madeley rejoice! And how will that of Loughrea 
triumph, when he hears you have actually done it 
in your Narrative! What will your proteſtant Pa. 
riſhioners, to whom your book is dedicated, ſay, 
when the ſurpriſing news reaches Ireland ?. And 
what will the world think, when. they ſee. you 
warmly plead in Augult for 7uftification by Faith, 
as being, „the foundation that muſt by all means 
be ſecured ;” and publicly recant in September 
your own excellent ſermon of Juſtification by Faith. 

Indeed, Sir, though 1 admire your candor. in 
acknowledging there are ſome exceptionable paſ- 
ſages in your diſcourſes, and your humility in 
readily giving them up, I can no more approve 
your readineſs in making, than in inſiſting upon 
formal recantations, We cannot be too careful in 
dealing in that kind of ware; and it is extremely 
dangerous to do it by wholeſale; as by that means 
we may give up, or feem. to give up, before the 
whole world, precious truths delivered by Chriſt 
himſelf, and brought down to us in ſtreams. of the 
blood of martyrs, Lit 

Among ſome blunt | expoſtulations that Mr, 
Weſley eraſed in my fifth letter, as being too 
ſevere, he kindly but unhappily ſtruck out this, 
« Before you could with candor inſiſt upon a re- 
cantation of Mr, W's Minutes, ſhould you not 
have recanted yourſelf the paſſages of your, own 
ſermons where'the: ſame doctrines are maintained; 
and have ſent your recantation through the land 
together with your circular letter?” Had this been 
publiſhed, it might have convinced you of the un- 
E 2 ſeaſonable neſs 


„ „ * 


EF © } 


ſeaſonableneſs of your recantation ;, thus th; 
Fecond haſty ſtep would have been prevented; and jj 
I dwell fo long upon it now, believe me, Sir, it i; 
chiefly to prevent a third, 

And now your ſermons are recanted, 1s the yin. 
dication of Mr, W's Minutes invalidated ?--Ne 
at all; for you have not yet recantcd the Bath 
Hymn-book, nor can you ever get Mr. Herny, 
Mr, Williams, and a tribe of other anti-Criſpian, 
though Calviniſt divines now in glory, to recant 
with you; much leſs the Prophets, Apoſtles, and 
Chriſt himſelf, on whole icrefragable teſtimony we 
chiefly reſt our doctrine. 


II. As I have pleaded out the cauſe of free «i! 
zgainſt bound will, or that of your Sermons again 
your Narrative; and am inſenſibly come to the 
Vindication, give me leave, Sir, to ſpeak a wout 
alſo for that performance and the author of it, 

You ſay he has © attempted a vindication f th: 
Minutes;“ but do not ſome people think he has 
likewiſe executed it? And have you proved he ha 
not ? | 

You reply, There would be a great impropricty in 
my giving a full and particular anſwer to thoſe letter: 
becauſe the author did all he could to revohe them, and 


' has given me ample ſatisfatiion in his letter of ſui 


miſſion. Indeed, Sir, you quiet miſtook the nature 
of that ſubmiſion: it had ablolutely no reference 
to the arguments of the Vindication, It only 1e- 
ſpeed the pole mic drefs in which the Vindicator 
had putthem. You might have been convinced ot 
it by this paragraph of his letter of ſubmiſſſon, 
« I was going to preach when I had the news 
of your happy accommodation, and was no ſooner 
out of church, than 1 wrote to beg my Vindication 
might not appear in the drs in which I had put 
it, I did not then, nor do J yet repent having 
written upon the Minutes; but as matters are nun, 
I am'very ſorry I did not write ina general mannes, 


without taking notice of the circular letter and 


mentionin; 
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mentioning your dear name,” He begs therefore 

ou will conſider his letter of ſubmiſſion as a 
reaſon not to give a full or particular anſwer to his 
ARGUMENTS - on the contrary, if you can prove 
they want ſolidity, a letter of thanks ſhall follow 
his letter of ſubmiſſion ; if he is wrong, he ſincerely 
deſires to be ſet right. 

You add however, that he has broken the Minutes 
into ſentences and half ſentences, and by refining upon 
each of the detached particles has given a new turn to 
the whole. But he appeals to every impartial Rea- 
der whether he has not, like a candid man, firſt 
conſidered them all together, and then every one 
aſunder. He begs to be informed whether an artiſt 
can better inquire into the goodneſs of a watch, 
than by making firſt his oblervations on the whole 
movement in general, and then by taking it to 
pieces, that he may examine every part with greater 
attention, And he delires you would ſhew whether 
what you are pleaſed to call a new turn, is not pre- 
ferable to the heretical tutn ſome perſonsgive them; 
and whether it is not equally, if not better adapted 
to the literal meaning of the words, as well as more 
agreeable to the antinomian ſtate of the Church, 
the general tenor of the propoſitions, and the 
ſyſtem of doctrine maintained by Mr, W. for near 
40 years, 

The Vindicator objects likewiſe to your aſſert- 
ing, page 21, that when he firſt ſaw the Minutes, | he 
expreſſed to Lady Huntingdon, his ABHORRENCE, of 
teme had you ſaid ſurpriſe, the expreſſion would 
have been ſtrictly juſt; but that of abhorrence is far 
too ſtrong, Her Ladythip, who teſtiſied her de- 
teſtation of them in the ſtrongeſt terms, might eaſily 
miſtake his abhorrence of the ſenſe fixed upon the 
Minutes, for an abhorrence of the Minutes them. 
ſelves; but ſhe may recolle@ that far from ever 
granting they had that ſenſe, he ſaid again and 
again, even 1n their firſt converſation upon them, 
“ Certainly, my Lady, Mr, W. can mean no 
luch thing: he will explain himſelf,” 
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But ſuppoſing he had at firſt been ſo far wrought 
upon by the jealous fears of Lady Huntingdon, ag 
to expreſs as great an abhorrence of the Minutes, 
as the miſtaken diſciples did of the perſon of our 
Lord, when they took him for an apparition, and 
cried out for fear: would this excule either him or 
you, Sir, for reſolutely continuing in a miſtake, in 
the midſt of a variety of means and calls to get out 
of it? And if the Vindicator, before he had 
weighed the Minutes in the balance of the ſanctu— 
ary, had a mind to take his pen, and condemn them 
as dangerouſly legal, what can you fairly conclude 
from it, but that he is not partial to Mr, W, and 
has alſo + leaned ſo much towards Calviniſm,” as 
not inſtantly to diſcover and rejoice in the truth ? 

In your laſt page you take your friendly leave of 
the Vindicator, by ſaying you dere in love to caſt 
a vel over all apparent miſtakes of his judgment on 
this occaſ.on ; but as he is not conſcious of all theſe 
apparent miſtakes, he begs you would in love take 
off the veil you have caſt upon them, that he may 
ſee, and rectify at leaſt thole which are capital, 


III. And that you may not haſtily conclude he 
was miſtaken in his vindication of that article that 
touches upon Merit, he embraces this opportunity 
of preſenting you with another quotation from the 
John Welley of the laſt century, he means Mr, 
Baxter, the moſt judicous divine, as well as the 
greateſt, molt uſeful, and moſt laborious preacher 
of his age. 

In his Catholic Theology, anſwering the objeRions 
of an Antinomian, he ſays: Merit is a word I per- 
ceive you are againſt, you may there fore chule 
any other of the ſame ſignification, and we will 
forbear this rather than offend you. But yet tell 


me, 1.) What if the words glg and i where 
tranſlated deſerving and merit, would it not be as. 


true a tranſlation as worthy and worthine/s, when 
it is che ſame thing that is meant ?.(2.) Do not all 
the ancient Teachers of the Churches, ſince the 

| Apoſtles, 
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Apoſtles, particularly apply the names agua and 
meritum to believers? And if you perſuade men 
that all theſe teachers were Papiſts, will you not 
perſuade-molt that believe you, to be Papiſts too P 
3.) Are not reward and merit or defert relative 
words, as puniſhment and guilt, maſter and ſervant, 
huſband and wife And is there any reward which 
is not meriti premium, the reward of ſome merit ? 
Azain, 

Is it not the ſecond article of eur faith, and next 
to believing there is a God, that He is the REWARDER 
of them that diligentiy ſeek him? When you thug 
extirpate faith and godlineſs, on pretence of crys 
ing down merit, you ſee what over-doing tends to. 
And indeed by the ſame reaſon that men deny à 
reward io duty the faultineſs being pardoned 
through Chriſt) they would infer there is no 
puniſhment for tin; for if God will not do good to 
the righteous, neither will he do evil to the wicked; 
he is like the God of Epicutus, he does nol trouble 
himſelf about us, ror about the merit or- demerit 
of our actions. But David knew better, The Lord, 
lays he, plentzouſly REWAKDETH the proud doers, and: 
verily there is a REWARD for the righteous, for there 
is a God that judgeth the eure, that ſees matter of 
praiſe or diſpraiſe, rewardableneſs or worthineſs of 
puniſhment in all the actions of men. This is, 
Sir, al! Mr. Baxter and Mr. W. mean by merit or 
demexrit; and if the Vindicator is wrong for think- 


ing they are both in the right, pleaſe to remove 


the veil that conceals his miflake, 
' * 

IV. As one of his correſpondents deſires him to 
explain himſelf a little more upon the article of 
the Minutes which reſpects undervaluing ourſelves ; 
and as you probably place the arguments he has 
advanced upon that head among his apparent miſ- 
tukes, he takes likewiſe this opportunity of makin 
ſome additional obſervations on. that delicate ſub- 
ject. f 
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How we can efteem every man better than ourſelves, 
and ourſelves the chief of finners, or the leaft of 
ſaints, ſeems not ſo much a calculation for the un. 
derſtanding, as for the lowly, contrite and lovin 
heart, It puzzles the former, but the latter at 
once makes it out, Nevertheleſs the ſeeming con. 
tra diction may perhaps be reconciled to reaſon by 
theſe reflections. | 

(1.) If friendſhip brings the greateſt monarch 
down from his throne, and makes him fit on the 
ſame couch with his favourites; may not brothe]y 
love, much more powerful than natural friend{hip, 
may not humility excited by the example of Chriſt 
waſhing his diſciples feet, may not a deep regard 
for that precept, he that will be greateſt among you 
let him be the leaſt of all, fink the true chriſtian in 
the duſt, and make him lie in ſpirit at the feet of 
every one P 

(2.) A well-bred perſon uncovers himſelf, bows, 
and declares even to his inferiors, that he is their 


4% moſt humble ſervant.” This affected civility of 


the world is but an apiſh imitation of the genuine 


humility of the church, and if thoſe who cul- 
'tomarily ſpeak humble words without meaning 


may yet be honeſt men, how much more the ſaints, 
who have truth written in their inward parts, and 
Speak out of the abundance of their humble hearts ! 
(3-) He who walks in the light of divine love 
ſees ſomething of God's ſpiritual, moral, or natu- 
ral image in all men, the worſt not excepted; and 
at the fight, that which is merely creatufely in him 
(by a kind of ſpiritual inftin& found in all who 
are born of the ſpirit) airettly bows to that which is 
of God in another, He 1mitates the captain of a 
firſt rate man of war, who, upon ſeeing the Kingor 
Queen coming up in a ſmall boat, forgetting the 
enormous ſize of his ſhip, or conſidering it is the 
King's own ſhip, immediately ſtrikes his colours; 
and the greater veſſel, conſiſtently with wiſdom and 
truth, pays reſpect to the leſs, 
| (4) 
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(4.) The moſt eminent ſaint, having known 
more of the workings of corruption in his own 
breaſt, than he can polſibly know of the wicked- 
nels of any other man's heart, may with great truth 
(according to his preſent views and former feelings 
to the internal evil he has overcome) call himſelf 
the chief of fenners. | | 

(5.) Nor does he know but if the feebleſt belie- 
vers had had all his talents and graces, with all his 
opportunities of doing and receiving good, they 
would have made far ſuperior advances, in the 
chriſtian life; and in this view alſo, without hy- 
hs humility, he prefers the leaſt faint to 
1imlelf, Thus, although according to the humble 
light of offers, all true believers certainly under- 
value, yet according to therr own humble light, 
they make a true eſtimate of themſelves, 


V. The Vindicator having thus ſolved. a pro- 
blem of godlineſs, which you have undoubtedly 
ranked among his apparent miſtakes, he takes the 
liberty of preſenting you with, a. liſt of ſome, af 
your own apparent miſtakes on this occaſion.“ 

(t.) In the very letter in which you recant your 
circular letter, you defice Mr, W. to give up the 
fatal errors of the Minutes, though you have not yet 
proved they contain one; you. lull affirm they appear 


to you evidently ſubverfive of the fundamentals. of 


chriſtianity, that is in plain Engliſh, Rill “ dread- 
fully hezetical;” and you produce a, letter Which 
allerts, alſo, without ſhadow, of proof, that the 
Minutes were given for the eſtabliſhment of another 
foundation than that which 1s laid, that they are 
repugnant to ſcripture, the whole plan of man's ſalua- 
tion under the new cavenant of grace, and-atſo to. the 
clear meaning of our eſtabliſhed Church, as well as to 
all other proteſtant Churches. | 
(2.) You declate in your Narrative, that when 
you caft your eye over the Minutes you are juſt where 
You was, and allure the public that nothing inferior 
| to 
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fo an ATTACK UPON THE FOUNDATION of our Rope, 
through the all-ſufficient ſacrifice of Chriſt; could have 
been an object ſuicient to engage you in its defence 

hus, by continuing to inſinuate ſuch an A120 
was really made, you continue to wound Mr. W. in 
the tendereſt part. | 

(3.) Although Mr. W. and gg of his fellow. 
labourers have let you quietly ſecure the foundation 
(which, by the bye, had been only ſhaken in your 
own ideas, and was perfectly ſecured by theſe ex- 
preſs words of the doe „not by the merit of 
works,” but by „ believing in Chriſt” yet far 
from allowing them to fecure the ſuperſtructure in 
their turn, which would be nothing but juſt, you 
begin already a conteſt with them about our ſecond 
Juſtification by works in the day of judgment, 

(4.) Inſtead of frankly acknowledging the raſh- 
neſs of your ſtep, and the greatneſs of your miſtake, 
with reſpect to the Minutes, you make a bad mat- 
ter worſe, by treating the Declaration as you have 
treated them; forcing upon it a dangerous ſenſe, 
no leſs contrary to the ſcriptures, than to Mr, W.“ 
meaning, and the import of the words, 

(5.) When you ſpeak of the dreadful charges 
you have brought againſt the Minutes, you ſoftly 
call them miſconſtructions you MAY SEEM fo have 
made of their meaning, Page 22 Line 4. Nor 1s 
your Acknowledgment much ſtronger than your may 

em ; at leaſt it does not appear to many, adequate 
to the hurt done by your circular letter to the prac- 
tical goſpel of Chriſt, and the reputation of his 
eminent ſervant, thouſands of whoſe friends you 
have grieved, offended, or ſtumbled : while you 
have confirmed thouſands of his enemies in their 
hard thoughts of him, and in their unjuſt contempt 
of his miniſtry. 75 

(6.) And laſtly, far from candidly enquiring 
into the merit of the arguments advanced in the 
Vindication, you repreſent them as mere metaphy- 
ical diftinflions ; or caſt, as a veil over them, a 

| | ' friendly 
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x friendly ſubmiſſive letter of condolence, which was 
; never intended for the uſe to which you have put 
it, | 
: Therefore the Vindicator, who does not admire 
a peace founded upon a may ſeem on your part, and 
'. on Mr. W,'s part upon a Declaration, to Which you 
n have already fixed a wrong, unſcriptural ſenſe of 
r your own; takes this public method to inform 
1 you, he thinks his arguments, in favour of Mr. W. 's 
f anti-Crilpian propoſitions, rational, ſcriptural, and 
r ſolid; and once more he begs you would remove the 
" veil. you have hitherto “ caſt over all the apparent 
1 miſtakes of his judgment on this occaſion” that he 
d may ſee whether the antinomian goſpel of Dr, LEP 
is preferable to the practical golpel which Mr. W. 
» endeavours to reſtore to its primitive and {criptural 
e, luſtre. Ic 2 + Ta 
2 VI. Having thus finiſhed my remarks upen the 
, miſtakes of your Narrative, I gladly take my leave 
" of controverſy for this time: Would to God it 
were for ever! I do no more like it than I do ap- 
28 plying a cauſtic to the back of my friends; it is 
y dilagreeable to me and painful to them, and, never- p 
85 theleſs, it muſt be done when their health and mine 
18 is at ſtake, ; 4 
75 I aſſure you, Sir, I do not love the warlike dreſs N 
te of the Vindicator any more than David did the 4 
c. heavy armour of Saul. With gladneſs therefore 1 wi 
is calt it aſide to throw myſelf at your feet, and pro- ul 
50 teſt to you, and although I thought it my duty to - 
* write to you with the utmoſt plainneſs, frankneſs, . 
ir and honefty ; the deſign of doing it with bitterneſs ” 
pt never entered my heart, However, for every “ bit- al 
ter expreſſion” that may have dropped from my ſharp 
58 vindicating pen, I aſk you pardon; but it muſt be 
ne in general, tor neither friends nor foes have yet par- 
y- ticularly pointed out to me one ſuch 2 
A You eee of a letter of ſuùmiſſion from 
ly me; let, I beſeech you, a concluding paragraph of 


Submiſſion meet allo with your favourable accept- 
ance 
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anes,:>You condeſcend, Rev. Sir, to call me your 
learned friend.“ Learning is an accompliſhment 
I never pretended to; but ur friend fp is an ho- 
nor I ſhall always highly efteem, and do at this 
time value above my on brother's love. Appear- 
ances are little againſt me; I feel 1' am a thorn in 


your fleſh; but I am perfuaded it is a nectſſary one, 


and this petſuaſion reconciles me to the thank leſs 
and diſagreeable part act. i 

If Ephraim mult vex Judah, like Judah bear with 
Ephraim, till, happily tired of their contention, 
they feel the truth of Tercnce's words, * 4mantitum 
(why not credentium) iræ amorts redintegratio eft, I 
can aſſure you, my dear Sir, without metaphyſical 
diſtinction, I love and honor you, as truly as I 
_ diſlike the raſhneſs of your well-meant zeal, The 
motto I thought mylelf obliged to follow was +Z 
bello Paæ ; but that which I delight in is In bello 
pax ; may we make them harmonize till we learn 
war and polemic divinity no more! 

My Vindication coſt me tears of fear, leſt I ſhould 
have wounded you too deep, That fear I find, 
was groundlels; but ſhould you feel a little for the 
great truths and the great miniſter I vindicate, 
theſes expoſtulations will wound me, and probably 
colt me tears again, | 

If in the mean time we offend our weak bre- 
thren ; let us do ſomething to leſſen the offence 
-till it is removed, Let us ſhew them we make war 
without ſo much as ſhyneſs. Should you ever 
come to the next county, as you did laſt ſummer, 
honor me with a line, and I ſhall gladly wait upon 
you, and ſhew you (if you permit me) the way to 
my pulpit, where I hal! think myſelf highly fa- 
voured to fee you * ſecure the foundation and 
hear you inforce the dottrine of juſtification by faith, 


* The miſunderſtandings of lovers (why not of believers) and 
in a renewal and increaſe of love. | 


+ We make war in order to get peace. 
t We enjoy peace in the midſt of war. 


which 
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which you fear we attack, And ſhould I ever be 
within go miles of the city where you reſide, I ſhall 
go io ſubmit myſelf to you, and beg leave to aſſiſt 


you in reading prayers for you, or giving the cup 


with you. Thus ſhall we convince the world that 
controverſy. may be conſcientiouſly carried on with- 
out interruption of brotherly love; and I ſhall have 
the peculiar pleaſure of teſtifying to you in perſon, 
how ſincerely I am, | 


Honored and dear Sir, 


Your ſubmiſſive and obedient ſervant 
in the bond of a practical goſpel, 


J. F. 


THIRD LETTER. 


Hon, and Rev, Sin, 


IF I miſtake not the workings of my heart, 2 
concern for St, James's pure and undefiled religion 
excites me to take the pen .once more, and. may 
account for the readineſs with which I have met 
you in the dangerous field of controverly. You 
may poſſibly think mere partiality to Mr, W. has 
inſpired me with that boldneſs; and others may be 
ready to ſay as Eliab, We know the prides and naugh- 
tines of thy heart Thou art come down that thou 
mighteſt ſee the battle + But may I not anſwer with 
David? 41s there not a cauſe ? | 
Is it not highly neceſſary to make a Rand again! 
Antinomianiſm ? Is not that gigantic Man of Sin a 
more dangerous enemy to king Jeſus, than the 
champion of the Philiftines was to king Saul ? Has 
he not defied more than forty days the armies and 
arms, the people and truths of the living God? 
By audatiouſly daring the thouſands in Iſrael, hz 
he not made all the faint-hearted among. them 
aſhamed to ſtand In the whole armour of God, afraid 
to defend the important polt of Duty? And have 
not many left it already, openly running away, 
flying into the dens and caves of earthly-minded- 
neſs, putting their light under a buſhel," and even 
hurying themſelves alive in the noiſome grave of 
rofanenels ? | | NI: be cre 
Multitudes indeed ſtill keep the field, till make 
an open profeſſion of godlineſs. But how few. of 


theſe endure hardſhip as good ſoldiers of Feſus Chriſt 
Row. 
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How many have already caſt away the ed 1 
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pe] faith, ee which works by love! rat 
numbers dread the Crojs, the heavenly ſtandard 
they ſhould” Readtly bear, or reſolutely follow! 
Whilit in pompous ſpeeches they extol that of 
Felus, how do they upon the moſt frivolous pre- 
tence refuſe to take up their own! Did the maſſy 
{taff of Goliah's ſpear ſeem more terrible to the 
frighted Ifraclites, than the datly croſ to thoſe dal-- 
tardly followers of the Crucihed ? What Boanerges 
can ſpirit them up, and lead them on from conquer- 
ing to conguer ® Who can even make them look the 
enemy inthe face! Alas! in: Heir heart they are already 
gone back to Egypt. Their faces are but half Sion- 
ward. They give way, —they draw back O may 
it not be to perdition! May not the King of terrors 
overtake them in their retreat, and make them as 
great monuments of God's vengance againſt cows 
ardly ſoldiers, as Lot's wife was of his indignation: 
againſt halting racers ! | 

But ſetting allegory aſide, permit me, Sir, to 
pour my fears into your boſom, and tell you with- 
the utmoſt plainneſs my diſtreſſing thoughts of the 
religious world, | 

For ſome years I have ſuſpected there is more ima · 
ginary than unfeigned faith, in moſt of thoſe who pals 
for believers, With a mixture of indignation and 
grief have I ſeen them careleſsly follow the ſtream of 
corruptnature, againſt which they ſhould have man- 
fully wreſtled : And by the molt prepoſterous miſ- 
take, when they ſhould have exclaimed againſt their 
+ Antinomuanifm, 1 have heard them cry out againſt 
«the | Legality of their wicked hearts; ws. 

they 


+ The word Antinom!aniſn is derived from two Greek words: 
anti and nomos, which fignfy againft dit i and the word 
Legal from the Latin *galis, which meu 22rccable to the 

w. 

+ The legality contended for in theſe letters is a5; a fumbling 

of Chriſt, and a going about to eſtabliſi our own righteouſneſs by 

falthleis Works. Tais fin, which the ſcripture calls wnbelief, L 
| F 2 would 


* 


+» 


* 
* 


1 1 
they ſaid, ſtill ſuggeſted they were to do ſomething 


in order to ſalvation.” Glad was I therefore, when 
I had attentively confidered Mr. W. 's Minutes, to 
find they were leveled at the very errors, Which 
gave riſe to an evil I had long lamented in ſecret, 
but had wanted courage to reſiſt and attack, 


fo 


* 


This evil is + Antinomiani/m ; that is, any kind 
of dottrinal or practical ohn to God's: law, 
which is the perfect rule of right, and the moral 
picture of the God of love, drawn in miniature by 
our Lord in theſe two exquilite precepts, 7hou ſhalt 
love God with all thy heart, and thy neighbour as 
He. 

As the law is good if a man ufe it lawfully, ſo F le- 
gality is excellent if it is evangelical, The external 
reipett ſhe vn by phariſees to the law, is but ſeigned 
and hypocritical legaiity. Phariſees ate no more 
truly legal than Antinomians are truly evangelical. 
Had ye believed Moſes, fays Jeſus to people of that 
ſtamp ye would have believed me: but in your heart 
you hate his law, as much as you do my goſpel, 

We ſee no leſs goſpel in the preface of the ten 
commandments, I am the Lord thy God, &c.. than 
we do legality in the middle of our Lord's Sermon 
on the mount, 7 /ay whoever looketh on a woman 10 
luſt after her, dalh already committed adultery in his 
heart, Nevertheleſs the latter has in all things the 

e. eminente over the former, for if the law ſhortly 
prckacce by the goſpel came by AMofes ; Grace, the 


world na te countenance than murder. The evangelical 


Icatty LMant th fee all in love with, 15'a cleaving to Chrift by , 
a faith which works righteouſneſs ; a follororng him as he wen 


dave &. Paul's bei. „„ nov ve 
Ses the note on this word. in the preceding, page. 
. | graciouss 


S ut ding gaad: an d a ſhewing by St. James's works that we 
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gracious, the full diſplay of the goſpel, and Truth, 
the true explanation and fulfilling of the law, came 


en | 
F by us Criſ. * 
hk 25 . ſhould appear to us ſweeter 
80 than the honey-comb. and ore precious thun fine gol. 
p We ſhould continually ſpread the tables of our 
hearts before our heavenly Law-giver, beſeeching 
him to write it there with his own finger, the pow» 
erful Spirit of life and love: But alas! God's 
commandments are diſregarded; they are repre- 
ſented as the needleſs or impractical ſanctions of 
that ſuperannuated legaliſt, Mo/es ;- and-if we expreſs 
1d our veneration for them, wa are. looked upon as 
Wy people Who are always ſtrangers to. the goſpel, or 
ral are fallen into the Galatian ſtate. 
Dy Not ſo, David: he, was ſo great an admirer of- 
at God's law, that he declares the godly man doth 
& meditate therein day and.night ; he exprelles his trans: 
ſcendent value for it, under the lynonymaus ex- 
Ce preſhons of Law, word, ſtatules, . teſtimonies, 
al precepts and commandments, in almoſt every verſe of | 
ed the 119th Pialm. And he ſays of himſelf, O how: - 
10 I love thy law ! It is my me lit ation all the day. | 
al. St. Paul was as evangelically legal as David; for 
at he knew the law 1s as much contained in the goſ- 
irt pel, as the tables of ſtone, on which the moral law 
was written, were contained in the ark. He there- i 
0 fore aſſured the Corinthians, that though he had alt ! 
in faith, even that which is moſt uncommon, and 4. 
A | worked the greateſt, wonders, it would profit him no- i 
to. thing, unleſs it was accompanied by. charity, unleſs. 3 
1s it worked by. love, which is the fulfilling of the law: 55. 
he the excellency of faith ariſing from the excellent Js 
ly end it anſwers in producing and nouriſhing love. 3% 
he Should it be objected, that St, Paul ſays to the a8 
Galations, 1 through the la am dead to the law that. . 2 
cal I might live to God, and to the Romans, Te are 
1 betome dead to the law by the body ef Chriſt : I an- 
oy wer; In the Apoille's days that expreſſion the Las 


frequently meant the whole Moſaic difpenſation ; 
| and in that ſenſe every believer is dead to it, dead 
155 role, F 3, to 


* 
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all that Ci has not adopted. For, (1) he is 
dead to the Levitical Law, Chrift having ' abolifhed 
in Aimſelf the law of ordinances, Touch not, taſte not, 
Aandle not, (2.) He is dead to the ceremontal Law, 
which was only a fhadou of good things to come, a 
typical repreſentation of Chriſt and the bleſſings 
flowing from his facrifice, (3.) He is dead to the 
curſe attending his paſt violations of the moral law, 
for Chriſt hath delivered us from the cunt of the 
taw, being: made a curfe for us. And laſtly, he is 
dead to the hopes of recommending himſelf to God, 
by. the merit of his obedience of the moral law ; for 
in point of merit, he is determined to know nothing 
but Chriſt and lam crucifeed, 4 

Io make St, Paul mean more than this, is (i.) 
To make him maintain that no believer can ſin; for 
I „nig the tranſprefiion of the law, and *the law is 
dead and buried,” it is plain no believer can fin, 
as no body can tranſgrels a law which is aboliſhed; 
It is to make him coptradift St. James who exhorts 
us to fulfil the royal LA according to the ſcripture, 
thigu- fralt love thy neighbour as thyfelf, And (g.) 
It is io make him contradif himſelf: tor he charges 
the Galatians by. love to ſerve one another, all the law 
King fulfilled in one word, even inthis, Thou ſhalt love 
thy neighbour- a thyſelf : And he aſſures the Hebrews 
that under the new covenant; believers, far from be- 


ing without Cod's Laws, have them written in their 


heavts; God himſelf places them in their mind, We 
cannot therefore with any ſhadow. of Juſtice put Dr. 
Criſp's edat upon the Apoſtle and preſs him into 
the Ervice of the Antinomians, A 
And did our Lord ſide with Antinomians?” Juſt 
the reverſe, Far from repealing the two above men- 
tioned royal precepts, he afferts, that on them hang all 
the Law and the Prophet: ; and had the four goſpels 
been then written, he would no doubt have repre» 
| ſented them as ſubſervient to the eſtabliſhing of the 


Law, as he did the book of Ifaiah, the evangelical 


Prophet, Such high thoughts — 
4 | , 


for whers. no law is, there is no tranſgreſion. (e.) 
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wat when a Lawyer expreſſed his veneration for it, 
by:ceclaring that the lere of God and our neighbony 
was more than ull the whole hurnt-offertngs and dare: 
es 3 Feſus ſeeiug that he had anſwered diſcreetly, ſaid 
obo 1705 ve — WY gt 8 Fe ; 

The goſpel ittelf terminates in the fulfilling of 
the commandments: For as. the curſe of. the law 
like the {counge of a ſevere ſchoolmaſler drives; ſo 
the golpel like a loving guide brings us to Chriſt, 
the great-law;/lulfiiler, in whom we. find inexhaul- 
tib?e treaſures of pardon and power; of pargpy. tor 

alt breaches of the law, and of power for preſent 
obedience to it, Nor are we ſooner come to Hit, 
than he magnifies the law by his precepts, as he for- 
me ly did by his obedicace unto death, Tf ye lobe 
me, ſays he, lee my commandments: This ts his 
commandment that we ſhould love one another ; and 
he that loveth, another hath fulfilled the law. ot; 

Again, the ,goſpe] diſplays Jeſus's dying love, 
that by believing. it we may love him: that is, have 
everlaſting life, the life of love which abideth when 
the life of faith is no more, Hence St. John ſums 
up chriſtianity in theſe words, We love kim becauſe 


he firſt loved ug, and what is it to love Jeſus,” but 


to-iulhl the, whole law at once, to love God and 
man, the Creator and the Creature, united in one 
dieinely human perſon ! e e 
Did he Son of God magnify tre Law that we 

: ery a 54 18 7 1 
wight vilify it? Did he make t honourable that we 


might make it contemptible? Did he come to fulf! 


it that we might be diſcharged from fulfilling it 
according to our capacity? that is, diſcharged from 
loving God and our neighbour ? diſcharged from 


the employment and joys of heaven? No: the Word 


was never made fei for this dreadful end, None 
but Satan could have become 1ncarnate'to go upon 


tuch an infernal errand as this. Standing therefore 


upon the rock of evangelical truth, we ak With Sk. 
Faul, Do ac then make void the law through. Faulk? 


1 
* 


Cod forbid . Nay, we eſtabliſi the law, We pot 


ty 


knners to that Saviour, in and from whom they 


' F 3 
+ 
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may continually have the law-ſa!f!ling power, that 
the righteouſneſs of the Law may be fulfilled in us, why 
wall not after the fleſh but after the Spirit. 

Such are the glorious and delightful views, which 
the Scriptures gives us of the Law diſarmed of its 
curſe in Chriſt the Law of holy, humble Jove, 
ſo-ſtrongly inforced in the diſcourſes, and {weetly 
exemplified in the life and death of the Prophet like 
unto Moſes !—So amiable, ſo precious is the book 
of the law, when delivered to us by Jeſus, ſprinkled 
with his atoning blood, and explained by his Joving 
Spirit] And ſo true is St, Paul's aſſertion, Ie are 
not without taw to God but under the law: to 
Chrije ! 

laſtead then of dreſſing up the Law as a ſcare. 
erow, let us in our degree magnify it, and make it 
honourable as did our Lord, lnitead of repreſenting 
it as an intolerable yoke of bondage,“ let us 
call 'it wich St, Paul the law of Chriſt, and with 
St. James the perfect law of 11BERTY., And let 
every true believer ſay with David, I love ty com- 
mand ments above gold and precious ſtones : [ſhall 
always keep thy law, yea for ever and ever: I will 
walk at LtntrTY for 1 ſerk thy precepts. 

But alas! how few give us theſe evangelical 
views of the law, and praCtical views of the yoſpel ! 
How many intimate Chriſt has fulfilled ad rigntcouj- 
neſs, that we might be the chilaren of God with 
hearts full of unrighteoufſneſs If ſome inſiſt upon 
eur fulfilling. all righteouſneſs allo, is it not chiefly. 
when they want to draw us into their peculiarities, 


and dip us into their narrow denomination ?. And 


what number, under the fair pretence, that they 
%% have a living law written in (heir hearts,” inſinu- 
ate, „thete is no necd of preaching the Jaw” 10 
them either to ſhew them. more of God's purity, 
indear the atoning blood, regulate their conduct, 


or convince them of the neceility of perfeitirg. 


holineſs ! wy | 
But ſuppoſe theſe Objeftors have as they lay, 
the lau wrillen in their inward farts, 3 
: actions 
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actions and tempers of ſome make rather doubtful;) 
is the writing ſo perfectly finiſhed, that no one ſtroke 
needs be added to it? Is not the law an important 
part of the word of righteouſneſs? And could not 
the Holy Ghoſt re-touch the writing, or deepen the 
engraving, by the miniſtry of the word of Tighteouſo 
neſs? Again, if the internal teachings of the holy 
{pirit ſuperſede the letter of the law, muſt they not 
by the ſame reaſon ſuperſede the letter of the goſpel ? 
Is there any more need of preaching the gofpel than 
the law to believers? Or have they not the goſpel 
written in their hearts, as well as the law ?P | 
At what amazing heights of unſcriptural per- 
fection muſt our Objectors ſuppoſe themſelves! 
What palpaple errors do they run into, that they 
may have the honour of paſling ſor evangelical ! 
And who will envy them the glory of countenan- 
cing the antinomian deluſion, by ſtanding in direct 
oppoſition to Chriſt, who thus decides the contro- 
verly : Think not that I am come to deſtrey the Law 
and tie Prophets: I am not come to deſtroy but to ful- 
fil, For verily 1 ſay unto you, Till heaven and earth 
paſs away, one jot or title ſhall in no wiſe paſs from the 
(aw, till all be fulfilled, either in what it requires 
or denounces : for the law is fulfilled not only when 
its apes wr are obeyed, but when rewards are 
given to the obſervers, and puniſhments inflifted- 
upon the violators, of it, MRoſaeuer thereſore ſhall 
bo my commandments, and TEACH them, ſhall be great 
in the kingdom of heaven, __. | BE 
Do not imagine, Rev. Sir, I thus cry up God's 
Law, todiown the late cries of hereſy and apoſtacy. 
appeal to matter of fact and your own obſervations.” 
Conſider the religious world, and. ſay, if Avr 
XOMYAN1SM is pot in general a motio better adapted 
to the ſtate af profeſſing Congregations, Societies, 
Families, and Individuals, than Holineſs unto the 
Lord, the. infcription (hat ſhould be even Upon eur 
horſe; bells, | i O Nags Dogge 1 $M 
| rr If 
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II. 


Begin with Congregations, and caſt firſt your eyes 
upon the Hearers, In general they have curious 
#*ching ears, and will not endure found doctrine. 
Many of them are armed with the. breaſtblate of a 
righteouſneſs which they have vainly + imputed to 
themſelves: they have on the ſhowy helmet of a 
prelumptuous kope, and hold faſt the impenetrable 
ſhield of ſtrong prejudice, With theſe they guench 
the fiery darts of convincing Truth, and ſand un- 
daunted under vollics of reproof, 

They ſay, they © will have nothing but Chriſt :” 
And who could blame them, if they would have 
Chriſt in all his offices? Chriſt with all his parables 
arid {ermons, cautions and precepts,  reproofs and 
expoltulations, exhortations and threatnings? Chriſt 
preaching to the multitudes upon a mountain, as 
well as honourably teaching in the temple ? Chriſt 
falling in the wilderneſs, or praying in Geth- 
ſemane; as well as Chriſt making the multitudes 


+ Our imputation of Chriſt's righteouſneſs to ourſelves is a 
trick of our antinomian hearts, and is a dreadful deluſion : but 
God's imputing of Chriſt's righteouſneſs to true believers is a 
moſt bleſſed realzty, for which we cannot too much contend, 
He ſpeaks the word and it is done; his imputation is not an de, 
bat a fiat, wherever it takes place,  Fehovak our righteouſneſs, or 
Chriſt the righteous develts in the heart by faut. I wiſh that with 
reſpett to imputed righteouſneſs, we paid more regard to the late 
Mr, Hart's ſentiment. This experienc:d and ſound Calviuiſt, 
in the account of his converſion prefixed to his hymas, ſays, 
with great truth: „As much as Laza'us coming out of the 
grave, and feeling himfelt reftored to life, differed from thoſe 
who only ſa the nuracle, or believed the fact told thern; . 
great is the difference between a ſoul's real coming to Chtiſt o 
of himſ It, and having the righteouſteſs of Chriſt imputed to 
him by the precious faith of God's elect; and a man's bare 
believing the dottrine of imputed righteouſneſs, becauſe he {e's 
it contained in the ſcripture, or allenting to the truth of 4 
there propoſed to his underſtanding by others.“ 1 


e late 
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fit down upon the graſs to receive loaves and iet, 
or promiling thrones to his diſciples? Chriſt con- 
ſtraining them to get into a ſhip, and toil in rowing 
all night with contrary wind; as well as Chriit 
coming in the morning, and cauling the ſhip to be im- 
mediately at the land whether they went? Chriſt upon 
mount Calvary as well as Chriſt upon mount Ta- 
bor? In a word, Who would find fault with them, 
if they would have Chrilt with his poverty and ſelf. 
denial, his reproach and croſs, his ſpirit and graces, 
his prophets and apoſtles, his plain apparel and 
mean followers ? 

But alas! It is not ſo. They will have what 
they pleaſe of Chriſt, and that too as they pleale, 
If he comes accompanied by legal Moles and honeſt 
Elijab, who talk of the crucifixion of the body and 
deceaſe of the fleſh, they can do very well without 
him, If he preaches free grace, free will, faith- 
fulneſs, or heavenly-mindedneſs, ſome turn to the 
right, ſome wheel about to the left, others go di- 
rely back, and all agree to ſay or think, This is 
an hard ſaying, who can hear it? 

They admire him in one chapter, and know not 
what to make of him in another, Some of his 
words they extol to the {ky, and others they ſeem to 
be aſhamed of. If he aſſerts his authority as a 
Lawgiver, they are reedy to treat him with as little 
ceremony as they do Moles, If he ſays, Keep my 
commandments, I am a King like the Jews of old 
they riſe againſt the awful declaration; or they 
crown him as a ſurety, the better to ſet him at nought 
as a monarch, And if he adds to his miniſters, I 


am the Prophet that was to come, go in my name and 


TEACH ALL Nations tO OBSERVE ALL THINGS «what- 
foever I have COMMANDED you ; they. complain, 
This is the law; give us tie goſpel, we can reliſh 


nothing but the goſpel.” 


They have no idea of eating the paſchal lamb 
whole, his head with tis legs, and tne purtenance 


+ thereof; nor. do they lake care of not 'breaking his 
bones They do not like him rooft with fire nei- 


ther ; 


1 


ther; but raw or ſodden with water out of thei; 
own broken ciſterns : If you preſent him to them x; 
the type of the Lamb of God that taketh away the f. 
of the world, and maketh an end of it; their hearts 
heave, they ſay, Pray have me excuſed from thus 
feeding upon him; and though it is ſaid, Ye al 
let nothing of it remain until the morning, you fha!! 
eat it in haſte, they poſtpone, they beg leave 10 


keep it till the article of death: And if in the mean 


time you talk to them of bitter herbs, they marvel 
at your Jewiſh legal taſte, and complain that you 
ſpoil the goſpel feaſt, | 

They do not conſider we mult give every one his 
portion of meat, or proper medicine in due ſeaſon; 
and that {weet things are not always wholeſome, 
They forget we mult leave all antinomian refine- 
ments to follow Chriſt, who ſometimes ſays to 
decent phariſees, How can you eſcape the damnation 
of hell, And to a beloved diſciple that ſhuns the 
croſs, Satan I thou favoureſt not the things of Cod, 
but the things of men, They will have nothing but 
the atonement, Nor do they chuſe to remember 


that St, Paul, who did not Mun to declare the whole 


counſel of God, preaching Chriſt to Felix by-reafoning 
of temperance, righteouſneſs, and judgment to come. 

Hence it is that ſome preachers mult chule com- 
fortable ſubjetts to pleaſe their hearers ; juſt as thoſe 
who make an entertainment for nice perſons, are 
obliged to ſtudy what will ſuit their difhcult taſte, 
A multitude of important ſcriptures can be pro- 
duced, on which no miniſter, who is unwilling to 
loſe his reputation as an evangelical preacher, muſt 
dare to ſpeak in ſome pulpits, unleſs it is to ex- 
plain away or enervate their meaning. Take {ome 
inſtances, 

The good old Calviniſts (Archbiſhop Leighton 
for one) queſtioned whether a man was truly con- 
verted who did not ſincerely go on to perfection, and 


| heartily endeavour to perfeft holineſs in the fear of 


God: but now if we only quote ſuch paſſages with 
an emphaſis, and inforce their meaning with tome 
degree 
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degree of earneſtneſs, the truth of our converſion 


is ſuſpe&ed : We even pals for enemies to Chriſt's 


righteouſneſs, | e 

If we have courage to handle ſuch ſcriptures as 

theſe, To do good and to diſtribute forget not, for 
with ſuch ſacrifices God is well pleaſed. —Shew me thy 
faith by thy works Has not "Rahab juſtified by 
works ? By works was Abraham's faith made ber- 
feit, &c. The bare giving out of our text prejudices 
our Antinomian hearers againſt us, and robs us 
of their candid attention; unleſs they expect a 
Charity-Sermon : For on ſuch an occaſion they will 
yet allow us, at the cloſe of our diſcourſe, to ſpeak 
honorably of good works: juſt as thoſe who runs to 
the oppolite extreme, will yet, on ſome particular 
days, ſuch as Chriſtmas and Good-Eriday, permit 
us to make honorable mention of Jeſus Chriſt. 

The evil would be tolerable, it we were only 
obliged to ſelect ſmooth texts in order to gratify an 
Antinomian audience; but alas it is grown ſo de{- 
perate, that unleſs we adulterate the fincere milk of 
the word, many reject it as poiſon. It is a douh: 
whether we could preach in ſome celebrated 
pulpits on the good man, who is merciful and lendeth, 
who hath diſperſed abroad and given to the poor, and 
whoſe wighteouſneſs remaineth for ever,—or on 
breaking off our fins by righteouſneſs, and our iniquitic; 
by ſhewing mercy to the poor, —or on the righteoujnej; 
which exceeds the righteouſneſs of the Scribes and 
Phariſees,—or on the robes waſhed and made white 11 
the blood of the Lamb, without giving general 
dilguſt ; unleſs, to keep in the good grace of our 
Nicolaitan hearers, we were to diſſent from all 
ſober commentators, and offer the greateſt violence 
to the context, our own conſcience, and common 
ſenſe, by ſaying- that the 7ighteouſneſs and robes 
mentioned in thoſe paſſages, are Chiiſt's imputed, 
and not our performed obedience, 

How few of our evangelical congregations would 
bear from the pulpit an honeſt explanation of what 
they allow us to read in the deſk! We may open 


G our 
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our ſervice by ſaying, that When the wicked mar 
turneth away from his wickedneſs, and doth that 
which 1s lawful and Tight, he Mall ſave his foul alive: 
but woe to us, if we handle the {ſcripture in the 
pulpit, unleſs we wreſt it by repreſenting Chriſt as 
the wicked man who Dots that which is lawful and 
right, to fave our ſouls alive, without any of our 
DOINGS, 

Were we to preach upon theſe words of our Lord, 
This do and thou ſhalt live, Luke x. 25; the ſenſe 
of which is fixed by the g7th Ps. Go and po thou like- 
wiſe ; or only to handle without deceit thoſe com- 
mon words of the Lord's prayer, confirmed by a 
plain parable, Forgive us our treſpaſſes, as we forgive 
them that treſpaſs againſt us our reputation as Pro- 
teſtants would be in as much danger from the bulk 
of ſome congregations, as our perions from the fire 
of a whole regiment in the day of battle. How 
would ſuch a diſcourſe, and the poor, blind man 
that preached it, be privately exclaimed againſt; 
or publickly * expoſed in a Magazine preſented to 
the world under the ſacred name of Goſpel / 

In-ſhort, whoever hascourage enough to preach as 
St. Paul did at Athens, at Lyſtra, and before Felix, 
rebuking ſin without reſpect of perſons: whoever 
will imitate St. Peter, and exhkort all his hearers to 
SAVE THEMSE1.VES from this perverſe generation, 
aſſuring them that the promiſe of the Holy Spirit ts 
unto THEM, and their CHILDREN ; mult expect to be 
looked upon as unſound, if not as an enemy to iree- 
grace, and a ſetter forth of Pelagian or Popiſh doc- 
trines, Moderate Calviniſts themſelves muſt run 
the gauntlet, if they preach free-grace like St, Peter, 
A pious clergyman, noted for his ſtrong attachment 
to what ſome call the doctrines of grace, was, to my 
knowledge, highly blamed by one part of his audi- 


tory, for having preached to the other repentance. 


towards God, and exhorted them to call on him for 
mercy : And I remember he juſt ſaved his finking 


This was actually the caſe ſome months ago, with reſpcct 
to a ſermon preached by Mr, Weſley, . 
n re putatios 
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reputation as a ſound divine, by pleading, that two 
Apoſtles exhorted even Simon Magus to repent of 
his wickedne/s, and pray to God, if perhaps the thought 
of his Heart might be forgiven him. 

When ſuch profeſſors will not bear the plaineſt 
truth, from miniſters whoſe ſentiments agree with 
theirs; how will they riſe againſt deeper truths 
advanced by thoſe who are of a different opinion! 
Some will even loſe all decency, Obſerving, in 

reaching laſt ſummer, one of them remarkably 
bath in diſturbing all around him, when the ſervice 
was over I went up to him, and enquired into the 
cauſe of the diſſatisfaction he had ſo indecently ex- 

reſſed, J am not afraid to tell it to your face 
faid he; I do not like your doctrine: You are a 
free-willer,” If I have ſpoken evil, replied I, bear 
witneſs of the evil, He pauſed a while, and then 
charged me with praying before the ſermon, as if 
all might be ſaved, * That is falſe doctrine, 
added he, and if Chriſt himſelf came down from 
heaven to preach it, I would not believe him.“ 

I wondered at firſt at the poſitiveneſs of my rigid 
objector; but upon ſecond thoughts, I thought him 


modeſt, in compariſon of thoſe numbers of pro- 


fellors, who lee that Chriſt actually came down 
from heaven, and preached the doctrine of per- 
feftion in his ſermon upon the mount, and yet 
will face us down that it is an Anti-Chriſtian doc- 
trine, 


This Antinomian cavilling of hearers againſt 


eren is deplorable; and the effects of it will 


e dreadful, If the Lord does not put a ſtop to 


this growing evil, we ſhall ſoon ſee every where, 
what we fee in too many places; ſelf-conceited, 
unhumbled men, fiſing againſt the truths and mi- 


niſters of God, —men who are not meek doers of the 


law, but inſolent judges, prepoſterouſly trying the 


law by which they thall ſoon be tried—men, who 
inſtead of fitting as criminals before all the meſſen-- 
gers of their Judge, with arrogancy invade the 


Jedge's tribunal, and arraign even his moſt. vene- 
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rable ambaſſadors—men who ſhould fall on thir 
faces before all, and give glory to God, by confe ing 
that He ts with his miniiters of every denomination 
of a truth; but who, far from doing it, boldly 
condemn the word that condemns them, ſnatch 
the two edge ſword from, the mouth of every faith. 
ful meſſenger, blunt the edge of it, and audaciouſiy 
thruſt at him in their turn—men who, when they 
ice a ſervant of God in the pulpit, ſuppoſe he ſtands 
at their bar; try him with as much inſolence as 
Corah, Dathan and Abiram tried Moſes; caſt 
him with leſs kindneſs than Pilate did Jeſus ; force 
a tools coat of their own making upon him; and 
then, from the feat of the ſcornful, pronounce 
the deciſive ſentence ; „He is legal, dark, blind, 
unconverted; an enemy to free-grace:—He is a 


rank Papiſt, a Jeſuit, a falſe Prophet, or a wolf in 
ſheep's clothing,” 


III. 


| But whence ſprings this almoſt general antino« 


 mianiſm of our congregations ? Shall I conceal the 


fore becaule it feſters in my own breaſt ? Shall I be 
partial ? No, in the name of Him who is no re- 
netter of perſons, I will confeſs my fin, and that 
'of many of my brethren, Though Jam the le aſt, 
and (I write it with tears of ſhame) the meſt un— 
worthy of them all, I will follow the diftates of my 
conſcience, and uſe the authority of a Miniſter» of 
Clrilt, It Balazm, a falfe Prophet, took in good 
part the reproof of his als, I ſhould wrong my 
honored Brethren and Fathers. the true Prophets of 
the Lord, if I feared their reſenting ſome well- 
meant reproofs, which I firſt level at myſelf, and 
for which LI heartily wiſh there was no occaſion. 
Is not the antinomianiſm of hearers fomented by 


that of preachers ! Does it not become us to take 
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cording to the old adage, © Like prieſt, like: 
you ?” Is it ſurptiſing that ſome of us ſhould: 


2ve an antinomian audience? Do we not make 


or keep it ſlo? When did we preach ſuch a practical 
ſermon as that of our Lord on the mount, or write 


ſuch cloſe letters as the Epiſtles of St, John P Alas! 
doubt it is but ſeldom. Not living ſo near to God 
ourſelves as we ſhould, we are afraid to come near 
to the conſciences of our people. The Jews ſaid to 


our Lord, in /o ſaying thou reproacheſt us; but now 


the caſe is altered; and our auditors might ſay to 


many of us, In ſo ſaying you would reproach. 


yourſelves,” 
Some prefer popularity to plain-dealing, We 


love to {ſee a croud of worldly-minded heaters 


rather than a little flock, a peculiar people zealous of 


good works, We dare not ſhake our congregations - 
to purpoſe, leſt our five thouſand ſhould in three 
years time be reduced to an hundred and twenty, 
Luther's advice to Melancthon, Scandaliza for- 
titer, ** So preach that thoſe who do not fall out 
with their fins, may fall out with thee,” is more 
and more unfaſhionable. Under pretence of draw- 
10g our hearers by love, ſome of us ſoftly rock the 
cradle of carnal ſecurity in which they ſleep, For 


« fear of grieving the dear children of God,” we 


let buyers and ſellers, ſheep. and oxen, yea goats and 
lions, fill the temple undiſturbed, . And becauſe, “the 


bread muſt not be kept from the hungry children,“ 


we let thoſe who ate wanton make ſhameful waſte 


of it, and even allow dogs which we ſhould be- 


ware of, and noiſy parrots that can ſpeak ſhibboleth, 
to do the ſame, We forget that God's children are 
led by his Spirit, who is the Comforter. himſelf: that 
they are all afraid of being deceived, all jealous for 


the Lord of hoſts; and therefore prefer a preacher: 


who ſearches Jeruſalem with. candles, and cannot 
ſuffer God's houſe to be made a den of thieves tio a 


workman. who white-waſhes the noilome ſepulchres. 
. | | he : 


; 


the greateſt part of the blame upon ourfelves, ack 
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he ſhould open; and daubs over with untempered 
morter the bulging walls he ſhould demoliſh, 

The old Puritans ſtrongly infilted upon Perſon 
holineſs, and the firſt Methodilts upon the new 
birth; but thele dottrines ſeem to grow out of 
datc, The goſpel is caſt into another mould, 
People it ſeems may now be in Chriſt without 
being new creatures, or new creatures without caſt. 
ing old things away. They may be God's children 
without God's imge; and born of the Spirit with- 
out the fruits of the Spirit, If our unregenerate 
hearets get orthodox ideas about the way of ſalva- 
tion in their heads, evangelical phrales concerning 
Jeſus's love in their mouths, and a warm zeal for 
our party and favourite forms in their hearts; with. 
out any more ado we help them to rank themſelves 
among the children of God, But alas! this ſelf. 
adoption into the family of Chriſt will no more pals 
in heaven, than ſelf. imputation of Chriit's righie- 
ouſneſs, The work of the ſpirit will ſtand there, 
and that alone, Again, 

Some of us often give our congregations parti. 


 Eulart accounts of the covexant between the perſons 


of the bleiked Trinitv, and ſpeak of it as confi 
dently as if the King of kings had admitted us 
members of his privy counſel ; but how ſeldom do 
we do juſtice to the-ſeriptures where the covenant is 
mentioned in a pratha! manner! How rarely do 
the miniſters who are fond of preaching upon the 
Covenant between God and David, dwell upon 
fach ſcriptures as theſe ! Becauſe they continued not in 
my covenant 1 regarded them mot becauſe they have 
tranſprefſed the Law, changing the Ordinances, and 
broken the Everlaſting Covenant, therefore hath the 
curſe devoured the Earth, and they that dwell therein 
are deſolate : therefore the inhabitants of the earth are 
burned, and few men left. I fayto the wicked what 
hart thou to do totale my covenant in thy mouth? 
They kept not th: covenant of God and refuſed to walk 
:n lis am; they would not be evangelically legal, 


therefore 
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therefore a fire was kinaled in Jacob, the wrath of 
God came upon them, he flew the fatteſt of them, and 
ſmote down the chofen. the elett of 1/racl ! | 
We frequently keep back from our hearers the 
very portions that honeſt Nathan, or blunt John 
the Babtiſt would have particularly inforced, The 
taſte of many is perverted, they oath the manna of 
the word, not becauſe it is ligt, but heavy food: 


They mult have ſavory meat, ſuch as their foul loveth; 


and we hunt for veniſen, we miniſter to their {pirt- 
tual luxury, and fealt with them on our own 
doctrinal refinements, Hence many are weak and 
fickly among us? Some that might be fat and well. 
liking, cry out, My leannefs ! my teauneſs! And many 
ſleep in a lpiritual grave, the caly prey of corruption 
and ſin. 

How few Calebs, how few Joſhuas are ſound 
among the many ſpices who bring a report of the 
good land! The ery is ſeldom, Let us go up and. 
poſſeſs it, unleſs the good land be the map of the 


goſpel drawn by Dr. Criſp, On the contrary, the 


difficulties attending the noble conquelt are magni. 
fed to the higheſt degree: The ſons of Anak are tall 
and flrong, and their cities fenced up to heaven. 
« All our corruptions are gigantic, the caſtle where 
they dwell hall always remain a den of thieves; it 
is an impregnable citadel, ſtrongly garriſoned by 
Apollyon's forces; we ſhall never love God here 
with our ſouls, we ſhall always have oefſperately 
wicked hearts.” 

How few of our celebrated pulpits are there, 
where more has not been ſaid at times for fin than 
againſt it! With what an air of poſitiveneſs and 
aſſurance has that Barabbas, that murderer of 
Chriſt and fouls been pleaded for! „It will 
humble us, make us watchful, ſtir up our dili- 


' gence, quicken our graces, endear Chrift,” &c, 


that is in plain Engliſh, pride will beget humility, 
Noth will ſpur us on to diligence, ruſt will brighten 
01r armour, and unbelief, the very ſoul of every 
inful temper, is to do the work of faith! Sin muſt 
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Hot only be always lurking about the walls and 
gates of the town of Man's ſoul (if I may once more 
allude to Bunyan's holy war) but it ſhall dwell in 


it, in the King's 3 in the inner chamber, the 


inmoſt receſſes of the heart: There is no turning it 
out, Jeſus who cleanſed the lepers with a word 
or a touch, cannot, with all the force of his ſpirit 
and virtue of his blood, expel this leproſy : it is too 
inveterate, Death, that foul monſter, the offspring 
of Sin, ſhall have the important honor of killing 
his father. He, he alone is to give the great, the 
laſt, the deciſive blow. This is confidently aſſerted 
by thoſe who cry, Nothing bur Chriſt! They 


allow him to lop off the branches; but Death, the 


great Saviour Death, is to deſtroy the 100t of fin, 


In the mean time the temple of God ſhall have agrte- 


ment "with idcls, and Chrijt concord with Belial: 
The Lamb of God fhall lic down with the roaring 
Lion 1n our heart, | 

Nor does the preaching of this internal ſlavery; 
this bondage of ſpiritual corruption, ſhock our 
hearers, No: this mixture of light and darkneſs 
paſſes for goſpel ia our days, And, what is more 
aſtoniſhing ſtill, by making much ado about 
& finified ſalvation,” we can even. put it of 35 
6 the only pure, genuine and comfortable goſpel,” 
While the ſmoothneſs of our doctrine will atone fer 
our moſt-glaring inconſiſtencies, 

We have ſo whetted the antinomian appetite of 
our heaters, that they {ſwallow down almoſt any 
thing. We mzy tell them, St, Paul was at one 
and the ſame time carnal, fold under fan, crying, 
IWio faall deltver me from this body. of death ? and 
triumphing that he did not wall after the fleſh but 
ater the ſpirit; rejcicing in the teſtimony of a. good 
con{crence, and glorying that the low of the Spirit of 
life in Chrift Feſus had made him free from the law of 
Vn and death This ſuits their experience; there- 
fore they readily take our word, and it paſſes for 
the word of God, It is a mercy that we have not 
yet attem pied to prove Þy the lame argument, that 
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lying and curfing are quite conſiſtent with apoſtolic 
faith; for St. Paul ſpeaks of kis lie, and St. James 
ſays, with our tongues curſe we men. 

We may make them believe, that though adul- 
tery and murder are damning fins in poor blind 
Turks and Heathens, yet they are only the ſpots of. 
God's children in enlightened Jews and favoured 
Chriflians,——That God is the moſt partial of all 
judges, ſome being accurſed to the pit of hell for 
breaking the law in the moſt trifling points; while 
others, who actually break it in the moſt flagrant 
inſtances, are richly bed with all heavenly bene- 
dictio ns. And that while God beholds no 
iniquity in Jacob, no r in Iſrael, he ſees 
nothing but odious ſins in Iſmael, and deviliſh 
wickedneſs in Eſau : Although the Lord aſſures us 


the wickedneſs of the wicked hall be upon him, and 
that though hand join in hand th? wicked hall not go 


unpuniſhed, were he as great in Jacob as Corab, and 
as famous as Zimri in 1ſract. | 

We may tell our hearers one hour, that the 
love of Chriſt ſweetly conflrains all believers to 
walk, yea to ru the way of God's commandments, 
and that they cannot help obeying its forcible dic- 
tates:” And we may perſuade them the next hour, 
that *how to perform what is good they find not, 
that they fall continually into tin ; for that which 


they do they allow not, and what they would that 


do they not; but what they hate that do they.“ 
And that theſe inconſiſtencies may not ſhock their 
common ſenſe, or alarm their conſciences, we 
again touch the {weet-ſounding ſtring of finiſhed 
lalvation ; we intimate we have the key of evange- 
Iical knowledge, reflet on thoſe who expect deli- 
verance from fin in this life, and build up our 
congregations in a moſt comfortable, I with I could 
lav, moſt holy ſaith, | 

In ſhort, we have ſo uſed our people to ſtrange 
doctrines, and prepoſterous aſſertions, that if we 
were to intimate, God himlelf ſets us a pattern of 
antinomianiſm, by dilregardiagthis own moſt holy 


and 


1 
and lovely law which inculcates perfect love-if 
we were even to hint that he bears a ſecret grudge, 
or an immortal enmity to thoſe very fouls whom he 
commands us to love as Chriſt haſt loved us ; that he 
feeds them only for the great day of {laughter, and 
has determined (ſo inveterate is his hatred !) befor: 
the foundation of the world, to fit them as veſſels of 
wrath, that he might eternally fill them with his 
fiery vengeance, merely to ſhew what a great and 
ſovereign God he is; I doubt not whether ſome 
would not be highly pleaſed and ſay, we had 
* preached a found and ſweet diſcourſe,” This 
would probably be the caſe if we addreſſed them in 
ſuch a manner as to make them believe they are 
eleck e not indeed of thoſe ancient, legal, and 
wreſtling elect who cry to God day and night to be 
avenged of their ſpiritual adverſary ; but of thoſe 
modern, indolent ele&, who have found out a ſhort 
way to heaven, and maintain, “we are abſolutely 
to do nothing in order to lalvation,” 

With joy [ confeſs however, that glorious and 
rouzing truths are frequently delivered in the de- 
monſtration of the ſpirit and of power, But alas! 
the blow is ſeldom followed, You have ſeen fond 
mothers violently correcting their children one in- 
itant, and the next dandling them upon their 
knees; and by fooliſhly kiſſing away their tears, 
ipoiling the correction they had given, Juſt ſo it 
is with ſeveral of us: We preach a cloſe diſcourſe, 
and ſeemdetermined todrive the buyers and ſellers 
out of the temple, Our antinomian hearers begin 
to awake and look about them : Some are even 
ready to cry out, Men and brethren what hall we 
do ? But alas! we ſound a retreat when we ſhould 
ſhout for a ſecond batile: By an unaccountable 
weaknels, before we conclude, we ſooth them up, 
and make a way for their eſcape; or, which is not 
much better, the next time we proven, by ſetting 
up Dr. Criſp's doctrine as much as ever, we dia- 


duſtriouſly repair the breach we had made in the 


Ant 


antinomian Babel, 
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And ſuppoſe ſome of us preach againſt Antino- 
mianiſm, is not our practice contrary to our preach» 
ing? We are under a dangerous miſtake, if we 
think ourſelves clear from antinomianiſm, merely 
becauſe we thunder againſt antinomian principles: 
For as ſome, who zealouſly maintain ſuch prin- 
ciples, by the happielt inconſiſtency in the world, 

ay nevertheleſs in their practice a proper regard 
to the law they revile; ſo not a few, who profeſs 
the deepeſt reſpect for it, are ſo unhappily incon- 
ſiſtent, as to tranſgreſs it without ceremony. The 
God of holineſs ſays, Go and woRK in my vineyard, 
The inconſiſtent Antinomian anſwers, „I will not 
be bound by any Law I ſcorn the ties of Duty 
but nevertheleſs he repents and goes, The incon- 
Gent legaliſt replies, „It is my bounden duty to 
obey, 4 go Lord,” nevertheleſs he does not go. Which 
of the two 1s the greater antinomian ? The latter 
no doubt: his practical antinomianiſm is much 
more odious to God and man, than the ſpeculative 
error in the former, 

The Lord God help us to avoid both ! Whether 
the helliſh wolf come barefaced, or in ſheep's cloath- 
ing; or what is a {till more dangerous diſguiſe, in 
Laun's cloathing ; in the clothes of the ſhepherd, 
covered from head to foot with a righteouſneſs 
which he had imputed to himſelf, and fing the 
dyren ſong of /inz/hed ſal vation. 


IV. 


J ſhall cloſe theſe reflexions upon the antino- 
mianiſm of preachers by preſenting you with 
tketches of two very oppoſite ways of preaching, 
The firſt is an extract from Biſhop Hopkins's 24th 
lermon, intitled Practical Chriſtianity ; upon thoſe 
words of St. Paul, Work out your ſalvation with fear 
and trembling, &c. This teſtimony will weigh 5 
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much the more with you as he was a found Calviniſ, 
and a truly converted man. | 

6 To work out our Salvation, Says the godly 
prelate, is to perfevere in the ways of obedience 
until through them, that ſalvation that is begun 
here on earth be perfected in heaven. This 
work implies three things. (1.) Pains and la- 
bour. Salvation is that which muſt” be wrought 
out; it is that which will make the ſoul pant 
and | breathe, yea run down with ſweat to obtain 
it. (2.) It implies conſtancy and diligence, A 
Chriſtian that would work out his ſalvation, mult 
be always employed about it, It is a web, into 
which we muſt weave the whole thread of our 
lives. That man who works at falvation only 
by ſome paſſionate fits, and then within a while 
undoes it all again by foul apoſtacy, and notorious 
ſins, will never work ſalvation our. (3.) It promiſes 
ſucceſs 3 though it be hard work, it ſhall not be 
long work; continue working, it ſhall be wrought 
out! what belore was your work, ſhall be your 
reward; and this ſalvation that was ſo painful 
in working, ſhall be moſt bleſſed in the enjoy- 
ment. l 

Say not, * We have no ſtrength to work with,” 
What God commands us to do, he will aſſiſt us 
in doing, We are impotent, but God is omni- 
potert: Mort therefore, for this omnipotent God 
works in you both to uill and to do. 

++ The propolition 1 ſhall lay down from the text 
is this: That ic is the Duty of every true Chriſtian 
to work out his own ſalvation with fear and trem- 
bling: Or that every Chriftian nay every man 
ought to work for his living, even for an eternal 
life, To mention places for the proof of this 
were to tranicribe the Bible, We can no where 
open this bleſſed. book, but we find this truth 
proved to us, either directly or by conſequence, 
And yet it is ſtrange in theſe days o ſee how dubi- 
ouily: ſome men, who would be thought admirers 
of free-grace, ſpeak of obedience and working, 
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as if they were the badge of a legal ſpirit, Oh it is 
- ſoft and caly doctrine to bid -men fit fill and 
believe, as if God would tranſlate them to heaven 
upon their couches, It is poſlible that theie- 
notions ſhould be diſperſed and entertained but 
| becauſe it has always been the Devil's policy to 
vent thoſe doctrines that indulge the fleſh under 
the patronage of free grace and gofpe! attain- 
8 ments ? 

W herefore is it that we are commanded to rio: 
tat we may enter in at the ſtrait gate? So to run 
tat we may obtain ? So to wreſtle that we may be 
able to land ? So to fight that we may lay hold on 
CE eternal life ! Can you ſtrive and run, and wreſtle and 
„git, and all this by doing nothing ?—lf God 
would ſave you without working, why has he 
given you grace, an operative principle, that you 
might work ? He might as well ſave you without 
grace, as without works: for that is not grace that 
does not put forth itſelf in working, God, rather. 
than we ſhall not work, will ſet us at work. He 
gives and promiſes aſſiſtance only that we might 
work out our own ſalvation, IVe are not ſufficient 
to think any thing : What then? Muſt we there fore 
| fit ſtill? No, ſays the Apoſtle, for God who fines 
vs employment, will alſo find us ſtrength : Our ſuf- 
ficiency ts of God. 8 

© Wherefore is it that men are juſtly damned ? Is 
it not becauſe they will not do what they are able 
to do? And whence have they this ability? Js it 
not from the grace of God's, {pirit ?— What is it 
that men expect? Muft God drive them to 
heaven by force and violence whether they will 
or no ? 

If man will, he may work out his ſalvation, I 
peak not this to aſſert the power of man to work 
out lalvation, without the aid of ſpecial grace 
to incline his will, Where there is ſpecial grace 
given to make the will willing to convert, there 
1s. nothing more required * make him able, br | 

1 cauſe 


674 
cauſe converſion chiefly conſiſts in the act of th: 
will itſelf, only to make him willing is requiteg 
ſpecial grace; which they that favour the undue 
liberty of the will do deny, Our impotency lies in 
the ſtubbornneſs of our will, The greateſt fir. 
ner may work out his own falvation if he will, I. 
he is but willing, he has that already that may make 
him able. God puts no new powers in the ſou! 
when he converts it ! x h 

„Are there any ſo deſperately profane as not 
to have prayed unto God in their whole life, 
Why now to what end have you prayed ? Was it 
not for ſalvation? And did you work for ſalva. 
tion, and at the ſame time believe you could not 
work ? Thou art inexcuſable O man, whoever thou 
art that wilt not work, it is in vain to plead thou 
wanteſt power, God will confute thee out of thy 
own mouth,” 

© Would a monſter when he commands his ſervart 
to work, take this as a ſufficient excuſe for hi; 
ſloth and idlenels, that he has no power to work 
till God atts and moves him? Why this is a 
truth, and it may as well be objected by your 
ſervants to you, as by you unto God, Though 
it is impoſſible that men ſhould ſtir without God's 
concurrence, yet this hinders not their endes. 
vour, no, nor is it any matter of diſcouragement 
to them, They put theſe things to the trial. 
Now why ſhould we not do ſo in ſpirituals 25 
well as in temporals? Are they not of preater 
concernment ? It is not inability but wilful ſloth 
that deſtroys men. Sinners, whkerefore will you 

eriſh ? Why will you ſleep away your ſouls into 
hell ? Is it more painful for you to work than to 
be damned ? Endeavour therefore to do what you 
can; labour and ſweat at ſalvation's work, rather 
than fail of it for a wilful neglect. How fhall you 
eſcape if you neglect ſo great ſalvation ? 
00. Thus to preſs men to working is deroga- 

tory to Chrilt's merits, by which alone we = 
{ave, 
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ved, and not by our works, Chriſt has done all 


lor us, and wrote out our falvation by himſelf, 
Shall we piece out his work by our obedience ; 
when all we have now to do is to believe on 
him? | 
© An. There is the ſweeteſt harmony between 
the metiits of Chriit, and our working out of our 
1vation, To make it evident, I ſhall ſhew what 
Chriſt has done for us, and what he expects we 
{hall do for ourſelves, He has merited grace, and 
purchaſed eternal happineſs, And why did Chriſt 


merit grace? Was it not that we might act it in 


obedience? If he-merited grace that we might 
obey, is it ſenſe to object that our obedieace is 


derogatory to his merit? If one end of his doing. 


all that he did for us, was to enable us to do for 


ourſelves; will any man ſay, now I am bound to 


do nothing, becauſe Chriſt has done all? How 
loſt are ſuch men both to reaſon and religion, who 


undertake ſo to argue? No, Salvation was pur- 


chaſed and Grace progured, that by the acting and 
exerciſe of that grace, we might attain to that 
ſalvation, It is not by way of merit or purchaſe 
that we exhort men to work out their ſalvation, 


Thoſe are guilty of practical blaſphemy againſt the 


Prieſtly Office of Chriſt; who think to merit it by 
their own works, | 

& As Chriſt has done two things for us, ſo he 
requires wo things from us. (i.) That we ſhould 
put for:h all the ſtrength of nature in labouring, 
aſter grace : and, (2.) That we ſhould put forth 
the power of grace in labouring for the ſalvation 
NN for us. (1.) Let every ſinnet know it is 

is work to repent and return, that he may live. 
You cannot fit down and ſay, what need 1s there 
of my working? Chriſt has already done all my 
work for me to my hands, No, Chriſt has done 
his own work, the work of a Saviour and a Surety 5: 
but he never did the work of a ner. 
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f Chriit by meriting grace had beſtowed jt 
upon thee, and wrought it in thee, then indeed 
no more would be required of thee to become 
holy, but to caſt back a lazy look at the pw. 
chaſe of Jeſus Chriſt: Then thy ſloth would have 
fume pretence not to labour. But this will not 
do. Our Saviour commands al! men 17 eek far 
the kingdom of God, and the Apoſtle exhorts Simon 
Magus to pray. Do not there ſore cheat your own 
ſouls into perdition by lazy notions about Chriſt's 
merits, If you fit {till expecting till the meriting 
grace of Chriſt drop down into your ſouls, and 
change your hearts; truly it may be before that 
time you yourſelves may drop down inta. hell, 
with your old unchanged hearts, 

2.) Chriſt expects that thoſe who hape grace, 
ſhould put forth the utmoſt power thereof in 
tabouring aſter the ſalvation he has purchaſed 
. for them, He has merited falvation for them, 
but it is to be obtained by their own labour and 
andultry, Is not what Chriſt has done ſufficient ? 
Muſt he repent, believe, and obey for them This 
1s not to make him a Saviour bus a drudge, He 
has done what was fit for a mediator to do. He 

now requires of us what 1s meet 8 to do; 
that is, to repent, &c. He now bids you waſh 
and be clean, Would you have the great 1 
come and ſtrike off your leproſy, and do nothing 
towards the cure? The way to heaven is made 
poſſible, but if you do not walk in the way that 
leads to it, you may ſtill be as far from heaven as 
ever, Though Chrilt's bearing the puniſhment 
of the law by death does exempt us from ſuffer- 
ing, yet his obeying of the law does not excuſe 
our obedience to the law, Nor is our obedience 
derogatory to Chriſt's becauſe it proceeds: from 
ether grounds than Chriſt's did. He obeyed the 


law as a covenant of works, we only as a rule of 
righteouſneſs. : | 
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« To conclude upon this point, So work with 
that earneſtneſs, conſtancy and unwearineſs in 
well doing, as if thy works alone were able to- 
juſtify and fave thee: And ſo abſolutely depend 
and rely upon the alone merits. of Chriſt for 
juſtification; and ſalvation, as if thow never hadit 
performed one act of obedience in all thy life. 
This is the right goipel-frame of obedience, fo. 
to work as if we were. only to be ſaved by our 
own metits; and withal ſo to reſt on the merits 
of Chriſt, as if we had never wrought any thing. 
It is a difficult thing to give to each of theſe its 
due in our practice; When we work we are too 
apt to neglect Chriſt; and When we rely on 
Chriſt, we are too apt to neglect working, But 
that Chriſtian has got the right art of : obedience 
who can mingle theſe two together; who can 
with one hand work the works of God, and yet at 
the ſame time lay faſt hold of the merits of Jeſus 
Chriſt, Let this antinomian principle be for 
ever rooted out of the minds of men, that our 
working is derogatory to Chriſt's work, Never 
more think. he has done all your work for you, 
but labour for that ſalvation which he has pure 
chaſed and merited. Could ever ſuch ſenſeleſs 
objections prevail with men who have ſeriouſly 
read this Scripture ? He gave himfelf for us that he 
might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify to Him- 
felf a peculiar people zealous of good works, But truly 
when ſloth and 1gnorance meet together, if you 
tell men what powers their natures, aſſiſted by 
preventing grace, have to work, and how necel- 
{ary obedience is to ſalvation, they with the. 
fluggard fold their arms in their boſom doing 
nothing; telling us theſe doctrines are Arminian- 
:i/m and flat Popery, - But deceive not yourſelves; 
whether this doctrine takes hold on your judg- 
ments now l know not; but this I know affuredly,, 
it ſhall take hold of your conſcience either here or 


hereafter ;/and then it will not ſuffice you to ay 
H. 3. either 
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either that you had no power to do any thing, cr 
that Chriſt has alteady done all for you,” 
This excellent diſcourſe ſhould. be in all. the 
houtes of profeſſors. It would ame the carelek 
Remonſtrants, and ſhew: them how orthodox ſome 
Calviniits ate in point of works; and it would con. 
Found the flothſul Calviniſts, and make them ſee 
how they have leſt Pratucal Carnjianty for Anti. 
nomian Criſpianity. For Lait cannot be further from 
Welt, than the preceding extratt of Biſhop Hop. 
kin's fe,on is from the following propokitiong, 
extracted from Dr, Criſp's works, which ſome 
make the {tanderd. of evangelical preaching. (They 
are refuted allo in Gofpe! truth vindication by Ms, 
Hilliams, whoſe excellent refutation is recom. 
mended by 33 Calviniſt divines of the laſt century, 
And Mr. Welley's Propciitions in the Minutes of 
the Conference held in 1770, may be looked upon 
as the ground on which that icfutation ſtands.) 


44 + Muſt not a believer, an elect, be rekoned to ſn: 
1 be a ſinner while he does in? No. Though be we 
7 does fn, yet he is not to be reckoned as a ſinner, WF by 
1 his ins are reckoned to be taken away from lie 
ay him. A man does ſin againſt God; Cod if 
i y=ckons not his fin to be his; he reckons it vo 
1 Chriſt's, thereſore he cannot reckon it his. WW Lc 
| There is no condition in the covenant of Grace; all 
if man has no tie upen him to perform any thing w. 
1 whatſoever; as a condition that. muſt be obferved BH ele 
3 on bis part; and there is not one bond or obli- WWF as 
4 zation upon man to the ſulfilling of bis part cf fir 
1 the covenant, or partaking of the benefits of pe 
1 11. There is no better way to know your an 
i portion in Chriſt, than upon the general tender cf ba 
19 tne Goſpel to conclude abſolutely he. is yours: bl 

fay, my part is as good as any. man's:“ Set pe 

aown thy reſt here; queftion it not, but. believe ne 

* - Chriſt belongs to finners as finners; of 

and it there be no worle than ſinfulneſs, rebel- ye 

ton and enmity in thee, he belongs to thee, 24 D 
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well as to any in the world. Chriſt does juf- 
tify a perſon before he believes; we do not be- 
licve that we may be juſtified, but becauſe we are 
juſtified. The elect are juſtified from eternity, 
at Chriſt's death; and the lateſt time is before 
they are born, It is a received conceit among 
perſons, that our obedience is the way to heaven; 
and though it be not, ſay they, the cauſe of our 
reign, yet it is the way to the kingdom: but I 
mult tell you, all this ſanctification of life is not 
a jot the way of that juſtified perſon to heaven,— 
To what purpole do we propoſe to ourſelves the 
gaining of that by our labour and induſtty, that 
is already become ours before we do one jot ? 
Muſt they now labour to gain theſe things, as if 
it were referred to their well or evil walking; 
that as they ſhall walk ſo they ſhall ſpeed: The 
Lord does nothing in his people upon conditions. 
The Lord intends not that by our obedience we 
ſhall gain ſomethipg which in caſe of our failing 
we ſhall miſcarry of, While you labour to get 
by duties, you provoke God as much as in you 
hes,—— We muſt work from life and not for 
life, —There is nothing you can do from whence 
you ought to expect any gain to yourſelves, 
Love to the brethren, univerſal obedience, and 
all other inherent qualifications are no ſigns by 
which we ſhould judge of our ſtate, Every 
ele& veſſel, from the firſt inſtant of his being, is 
as pure in the eyes of God from the: charge of 
fin, as he ſhall be in glory. Though ſuch 
perſons do att rebellion, yet the loathlomeneis 
and hatefulneſs of this rebellion is laid on the 
back of Chriſt; he bears the ſin, as well as the 
blame, and ſhame: And God can dwell with 
perſons that act the thing, becauſe all the filthi- 
neſs of it is tranſlated from them upon the back 
of Chriſt,——It is the voice of a lying ſpirit in 
your hearts that ſays, you that are believers (as 
David} have yet fn” waſting your conſcience, 
David indeed lays, my ins are gone over my dead, 

buy. 
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but he ſpeaks ſiom himſelf, and all' that he 
ſpeaks from himſelf was not truth,——There 15 
az much ground to be confident of the pardon of 
ſin to a believer, as ſoon as he committed it, 
as to believe it after he has performed all the 
humiliation in the world: A believer may be 
aſſured of pardon as ſoon as he commits any fin, 
even adultery and murder. — There is not one ft 
of ſadneſs in a believer but he is out of the way 
of Chriſt —God does no longer ſtand diſpleaſed 
though a believer do fin oſten.— There is no fin 
that ever believers commit, that can poſlibly do 
them any hurt, Therefore, as their dos cannot 
hurt them, ſo there is no cauſe of fear in their fins 
committed, —Sias are but ſcare-crows and bug- 
bears to fright ignorant children, but men of 
underitanding lee they are counterfeit things,—. 
Sin is dead, and there is no more terror in it than 
in a dead lion.—If we tell believers except they 
walk thus and thus holily, and do theſe and theſe 
good works, God will be angry with them, we 
abuſe the fciiptures, undo what Chriſt has done, 
injure unvelievers, and tell God lies to his face, 
All our rightcouineſs is filthy, full of menſtru- 
olity, the higheſt kind of filthineſs—even what 
is the ſpirit's, muſt be involved within that which 
is a man's own, under the general notion of 
dung. God has done every thing in Chriſt, and 
taken away all things that can diſturb our peace; 
but man will be mincing the truth, and tell you 
that if you keep cloſe to God, and refrain from 
fin God will love you.— Chriſt does all his work 
for him as well as in him that believes, - If per- 
ſons are not united to Chriſt, and do not partake 
of juſtiacation before they do believe there will be 
bringing to life again the covenant of works; you 
mult of neceility preſs upon yourſelves theſe terms, 
1 muſt do, that I may have lite in Chriſt: I mult 
believe,” Now eif there be believing firſt, then 
there is doing before living,—-To, what purpoſe 
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do we tell men of wrath and damnation ? We had 
as good hold our tongues,” &c, &c, 

„ do obſerve, ſays my judicious Calviniſt 
author, the pretence for theſe opinions is, that 
they exalt Curiſt and free grace. Under this 
ſhadow Antinomianiſm ſet up in Germany, This 
was the great cry in England above fifty years 
flince, The Synod of New England ex poſe this 
as one of the ſpeeches of them whom they call 
Antinomians: Here ts à great ſtir about grace and 
looking to hearts; but give me Chriſt : 1 ſeek not for 
graces, but for Chrife ; 1 ſeek not for pronufes, but for 
Chriſt + 1feek not for ſanctiſication, but for Chriſt * 
Tell me not of meditation and duties, but tell me of Chriſt. 
Dr, Criſp very often bears upon this point, as if all 
he {aid was to advance Chriſt and Grace.“ 

You will perhaps ſay that our pope mittens 
are far more guarded than the good Doctor. But 
I would aſk whether all his ſcheme is not collected, 
and made to center in the one faſhionable expreſ- 
ſion of FINISAHIZD SALVATION ? Which ſeems to be 
our Shibboleth, | 

If the /alvation of the elect was finiſhed upon the 
croſs, then was their juſt:fication finiſhed, their 
ſanctiſication finiſhed, their gloriſication finiſned: for 
juſtification, ſanctification and glorification finiſhed, 
are but the various parts of our finiſhed ſalvation. 
If our juſtification is finihed, there is no need of 
believing in order to be juſtified. If our ſanctifi- 
cation is finiſhed, there is no need of mortifying one 
fin, praying for one grace, taking up one crols, 
parting with either 1ight eye or right hand, in 
order to perfect holinets. Again, 

Suppoſe our ſalvation is finiſhed, it follows Chrilt 
has done all, and we are to. do nothing. Obedi- 
ence and good works are no more necellary in order 
to it, than cutting and carrying ſtones are neceſſary 
to the compleating of Weſtminſter bridge, We 
are as perfect in Chriſt, . as compleatly blameleſs 
and holy in the midſt ot all our fins, as ever we 
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{hall be in glory, In a word, if ſalvation is/ni/ed, 


101 
0 well ordered in all things and ſure, our ſins cannot 9 
5 take any thing from it, nor our righteouſneſs have BR 9 
; any thing to do withit, The little flock of the Car 
7 elect ſhall be ſaved, nay are fully ſaded now, do wati 
| what they pleaſe ; and the multitudes of the repro. diſe 
1 bates ſhall be damned, do what they can. Give deli 
6 me only the ſmooth ring of fnifhed ſalvation, and ni 
＋ without offering the leaſt violence to common ſenſe, WW ver 
j I ſhall neceſſarily draw every link of Dr. Crilp's WF one 
| antinomian chain, deli 
5 I have often wondered, how ſo many excellent int 
; | men can be ſo fond of an expreſhon which is the / 
. ſtalking- horſe of every wild ranter. Is it ſcriptural? Kn 
i Which of the Prophets or Apoſtles ever uſed it on dos 
earth? Do even the Spirits of juſt men made perfect WER talk 
' alcribe finiſhed ſalvation to the Lamb? It they wh: 
did, would not their uncollected duſt, and the ſou]; wh 
crying under the alter, prove their praiſes premature? 1 
Will ſalvation be f,niſied till the laſt enemy, death, is and 
fully overcome by the general reſurrection ? Again, WF We 

Is the expreſſion of fnifhed ſalvation conſiſtent all 
with the analogy of faith? Does it not ſuperſede: Do 
our Lord's interceſſion at the right hand of God ? fove 
Whether he intercedes for the reprobate or the (pi: 

elect, acts he not a moſt unwiſe part? Is pot he ft 
giving himſelf a needleſs trouble, whether he in- thi 
tercedes for the juſtification of thoſe whom he has corn 
himfelf reprobated, or for the ſalvation of thole BF An 
whoſe ſalvation is jin;fhed ? Is it right to offer an par 

inſult to our High- Prieſt upon his mediatorialthrone, all 
under pretence of honouring him on the crols? tO e 
And may not 1 ſay with judicious Baxter, See cor 
what this overdoing tends to See what contempt it we! 

pours upon Him who is the Brigatneſs of his NR. 
Fathier's glory ! BY 
If that favourite expreſſion is neither ſcriptural, red 
nor agreeeble to the analogy of faith, is it at leaſt der 
rational? I doubt it is not. Fini/hed ſalvation im- for 
plies both deliverance from bodily and ſpiritual but 


evils, and a being made fully partaker of heavenly 
lr 
Story, 
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glory, in body and in ſou], But waving the conſide- 
ration of glory and heaven, and taking the word 
vation in its negative and lower ſenſe, I alk ; 
Can it be ſaid with any propriety that bodz/y lal- 
vation 1s finiſhed, while innumerable pains and 
diſeaſes ſurround us, to drag us to the grave, and 
deliver us to putre faction? And is ſpiritual ſalvation 
finiſhed ? Is the body of jin deſtroyed ? Do not thoſe 
very Miniſters who preach ſinifhed ſalvation with 
one breath, tell us with the next, there is no 
deliverance (that is, no finiſhed ſalvation) from ſin 
in this life?“ 

And what end does that expreſſion anſwer? LI 
know of none but that of ſpreading Dr. Crilp's 
doctrine, and making thouſands of deluded: ſouls 
talk as if the tower of their ſalvation was finiſhed, 
when they have not ſo much as counted the coft ; or 
when they have juſt laid the foundation. 


herefore, with all due deference to my Brethren 
and Fathers who preach finiſhed faluation, I alk, 
Would it not be better to drop that doctrine, with 
all the other dangerous refinements of the honeſt 
Doctor, and preach a finiſhed atonement, à preſent 
fovere:gn remedy, compleatly prepared to heal all our 
ſpiritual infirmities, aſſuage all our miſeries, and 
fit us for finiſhed ' ſalvation in glory? Would not 
this be as well at leaſt, as to help our patients to 
compole themſelves to ſleep upon the pillow of 
Antinomtaniſm; by making them believe the pre- 
paraliom at the remedy, aud a compleat cure are 
all one; io that now they have abſolutely nothing 
to do in order to ſaving health, and (as the Apoſtles 
concluded about Lazarus) if they fleep they frall do 
we'll? And ſhould we not, even in ſpeaking of 
K-{-:nptton, imitate the judicious Calviniſts of the 
ut century, who carefully diſtinguiſhed between 
redemption by the price of Jeſus's blood, and re- 
demption by the power of his Spirit, The 
former, ſaid they, was finiſhed upon the croſs, 
but, che latter is not ſo much as begun in thou- 
| | lands; 
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fands; even in all that are unborn or | uncon. WE prec 
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To ſpeak the melancholy truth, how few indi-. vinc 
viduals” are free from practical Antinomianiſm? . fort 
Setting aſide their Way fires on the miniſh\ of he g 
the word, where is the material difference between 5 affot 
ſeveral of our genteel believers and other people? , nom 
Do not we ſe the furptuous' furniture in their J dau; 
apartments, and ſaſhionable elegante in their dreſs? . neck, 
What ſums of money do they frequently lay out pole 
in coſtly ſuperfluities to adorn their perſons, houſes . Your 
and gardens? 0 * e (1872) Bl bane 
Wiſe heathens, by the help of a little philpſo- hun 


Peg ſaw the impropriety of having any ufe?eſs, MW fron 
rittle veſſels about them: they broke them on 
purpoſe that they might be conſiſtent with the 
profeſſion they made of ſezking &1/Zom,” But we, 
who profeſs to have found Chriſt the wiſdom of Oba, 
purchaſe ſuch veſſels and toys/at an high rate, and 
inſtead of hiding them for Thame, as Rachel did her 
Terraphim for fear, we write our motto over again ff 
the candleſtick of the plaiſter upon the wall, and any 
man that fears the God of Daniel may, upon 
ſtudying the Chineſe characters, make out" ANtr- 
NONIAN TSM. nnn anos 3:5 opt 
Our Lord, whoſe garment does not appear to 
have been cut in the height of the faſhion as it was 
made without ſeam, informs us that they who wear 
Soft” cloathing, and fplendid zpparel, are in Aing's 
houſes,” But had be lived it our days, he might 
have found them in God's Houſes; in gr falhions " 
able ehurches or chapels. There you HN find peo- 
ple proſeſhing to believe the Bibſe; who ſo conform 
to this prelent world as to wear gold; pearis and 
precious 


on- 


b a 


recious ſtones, when no diſtinſtion of oſſice or 
late · obliges them to it; in dirett oppoſition to the 
words of two Apoſtles: Let not their adorning be lays 
St, Peter, that outward adorning of plaiting the harr, 


| and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel, — 


Let them adorn themſelves in modeſt, apparel, adds St. 
Paul, not with curled hair, or gold, or pearls, or 


c arrays . 
Multitudes of profeſſors, far from being con- 


” vinced of their fin in this reſpe&, ridicule Mr. W. 


for bearing his teſtimony agaiaſt it. The oppofition 
he dares make to that growing branch of vanity, 
affords matter of pious mirth to a thouſand anti- 
nomians. Iſaiah could openly reprove the haughty 
daughters of Zion, who walked with ſtretched forth 
necks, wanton eyes, and tinkling feet: he could ex- 
pole the bravery of their faſhionable ornaments, therr 
round tires the the moon, their chains, bracelets, head- 
bands, rings, and ear- rings: but ſome of our: 
humble Chriſtian ladies will not bear à reproof 
from Mr. W. on the head of drels, They even 
laugh at him, as @ pittful legalif ; and yet, O the 
inconſiſtency of the antinomian ſpirit! They call, 
Iſaiah the evangelical Prophet! | 

Finery is often attended with an expenſive table, 
at leaſt with ſuch delicacies as our purle can reach, 
St, Paul kept his body under, and was in faſtings 
often ; and our Lord gives us directions abo t the 
proper manner of ſaſting. But the Apolltle did not 
know the eaſy way to heaven taught by Dr, Criſpy , 
and our Lord did not approve of it, or he would 
have ſaved himſelf the trouble of his directions. In. 
general we look upon faſting much, as we do upon 
penitential,, flagellation. ,, Both equally raiſe our, 
pity : we leave them both to popiſh devotes. Some 
of our good old church-people: will yet faſt. on 
Good-Friday ; but our faſhiouable believers; begin 
o calt away that laſt ſcrape, of ſell-denial, Their 
faith, which ſhould produce, animate and regulate. 
works of mortification, goes a ſhorter way to Work; 
% explodes them all. | 1:41] aed-ow: 
f „% But 


(BB 
But perhaps we wreſlie not with  fleſk. and Bloct 


becauſe we are entirely taken up with wreſlliy 


egainſt Principalities, Powers, and ſpiritual Wicked. WR 
neſſes in high places. | Js 
Alas! 1 ſear this is not the caſe. Few of us ef 
know what it is to cry out of the deep, to pray and Jet 
believe, till in the name of Jeſus we force our way thi 
beyond fleſh and blood, come within the reach of tht 
the internal world, conflict in an agony with the he 


powers of daiknels. vanquiſh Apollyon in all his 
attacks, and continue wreſtling till the day of eternity 
break upon us, and the God of Jacob bleſs us with all 


ſpiritual benedictions in heavenly places. John Bun- 72 
8 pilgrim, the old Puritans, and the firſt Quakers en! 

ad ſuch engagements, and gained ſuch victories; fa 
but they ſoon got over the edge of internal activity, 5 
into the ſmooth, eaſy path of Laodicean formality: th 
Moſt of us called Methodiſts have already followed th 
them; and when we are in that ſnare, Satan ſcorns ne 
to conflict with us; puny fleth and blood are more gc 


than a match for us. We fall afleep under their 
bewitching power, and begin to dream ſtrange 
dreams: Our ſal vation is finiſhed, we have got 
above legality, we live without frames and feel - 


U 

ings, we heve attained Chriſtian liberty, we are : 
perſect in Chriſt, we have nothing to do, our cove- ti 
nant is ſure,” &c. True! But unhappily it is a 7 
covenant with the fleſh : Satan, who is too wile to k 
break it by reuzing.us in the ſpirit, leaves us 10 Ty 
our deluſions; and we think ourſelves in the king- 1 
dom of God, when we are only in à fool's pa- tl 
radiſe. Wy t 
At midnight I will riſe and praiſe thee, ſaid once * 
2 pious Few ; but we pious Chriſtzans, who enjoy A 
both health and ſtrength, are impriſoned within \ 
out bed-curtains, long after the ſun has called the b 
+ Giligent to their labour. When the. fear of the Lord 4 
Was in us the begining 2 we, durſt not / r 
confer with fleſh and blood, We had then a little t 
faith; and fo far as it went, it ſhewed itſelf by our + 14 
works. Then we could without heſitation, and \ 


from 


Swe ot, a 1 


If we are backwaid in performing that lea 
work of »1tTr, ſecret prayer; It is a. wonder if an 
1 2 general 
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from bur hearts, pray, Stir up we beſeech Thee, O 
Lord, the Wills of thy faithful people; that they 
plentecufly bringing forth the Fruit of good Works, 
may by Thee be plenteouſly rewarded, through 
els Chriſt our Lord, (Collect for the laſt Sunday 
in Trinity.) We believed there was ſome truth in 
thoſe words of our Lord's: pag a man forſake all 
that fe hath, deny himſelf, and take up his croſs daily, 
he cannot be my difciple, He that wall abe lus life 
fall loſe it, and he that will loſe his lite for my fake 
fhall find it. If thine eye offend thee piuck it out ; It 
ir better for thee to enter into life with one eye, than 
having two eyes to be caſt into hell-fire. Strive to 
enter in at the flrait gate ; for I ſay unto you that . 
faall ſeek to enter in, and hall not be able; becauſe 
they will ſeek to enter in at the wide, rather than 
the ſtrait gate ; the antinomian or phartſaic, rather 
than the evangelically legal gate of ſalvation, But 
now, We know better, ſay ſome of us, we have 
got over our ſcruples and legality.” We can con- 
form to this preſent world ; cleave to, inſtead of 
forſaking all we have and even graſp what we have 
not. What a ſtrange way this of growing in grace 
and in the knowledge of Chrijt crucified | | 
Daniel informs us that he made his petition three 
times, and David that he offered up his praiſes 
ſeven times a day. Once allo like them we bad 
fixed hours for private prayer and ſelf examination, 
for reading the ſcriptures and meditating upon 
them, perhaps upon our knees; but we thought 
this was legality 100, and under the ſpecious pre- 
tence of going beyond forms, and learning to pray 
always, we fir{t threw away our form, and oon 
after our endeavours to watch unto Prayer: Now 
we ſcarce ever, for any leng'h of time, ſolemnly 
bend the knee before our Father who ſees in ſecret. 


And inſtead of leaning on Chritt's botom in all the- 
means of grace, we take our gricelels reſt on the: 


boſom of that painted Jezebel- Formality, + 1157 
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general we are averſe to. every work of u„tkei 
that coſts us ſomething, befides a little of our 
ſuperfluous money? And would to God ſome did 
not oven grudge this, when it is prefied out of their 
puck, by the UDPOrtuDate addreſſes of thoſe who 
beg tor the poor! However we give yet at the door 
et a church, or at the communion, whether with 
indifference or joy, whether out of cuſtom, ſhame, 
or love, we ſeldom examine, But that important 
branch of St, James, pure and undefiled religion brſor; 
God, and the Father, which conſills in viſiting the 
fatherlefs and widows in their affliflions, is with many 
almoſt as much out of date, as a pilgrimage to our 
Lady of Loretto. 

O ye forſaken fons of poverty, and ancient 
daughters of ſorrow, who pine away in your deſo- 
late garrets or cellars, without fire in winter, 
deſtitute of ſood, phyſic, or nurſe in fickneſs; 
raiſe a moment your emaciated bodies wrapt up in 
thread-bare blankeis, if you are poſſeſſed of any 
ſuch a covering z and tell me, tell the world how 
many of our gay profe ſſors of Religion have fought 
and found you out in your deplorable circumſtances! 
How many are come to viſt, in you, and worſhip 
with you, the man of ſorrows ; who once lay on the 
cold ground in a bloody {ſweat ?. When did they 
make your bed in your ſickneſs? When have they 
kindly inquired into all your wants, fympathized 
in all your temptation, ſupported. your drooping 
heads in a: fainting fit, revived your finking ſpirits 
With ſuitable cordiais, gently wiped your cold 
3weats, or mixed them with their tears of pity ? 

Alas? You ſometimes find more compailion and 
aſſiſtance in your extremity, from thoſe who never 
name the name of Chrijt, than from our eaſy Anti- 
nomian Laodicean Belrevers, Their waats are 
Jichly ſupplied ; that is enough: they, do not 
inguire into yours, and you are aſhamed or afraid 
io trouble; them with the diſmal ſtory, Nor indeed 
would fome of them underſtand you if you did, 
Their uninterrupted abundance makes them — 

pable 
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able of ſceling for you, as the warm inhabitants: 
of Echiopa are to feel for the frozen Icelanders. 
While the table of ſome Believer ſo called) is 
alternately loaded with a variety of delicate meats, 
and rich wines, what have ye to ſuſtain linking. 
nature ? Alas! One can ſoon ſee your all of food. 
and phyſic. A pitcher of water ſtands by your 
bed · lide upon a ſtool, the only piece of furniture left 
in your wretched apartment, The Lord God bleſs 
the poor widow that brought it you, with her tas 
mites! Heaven ieward a thouland-fold the loving 
creature that not only ſhares with you, but freel 
beſtows upon you all ker living, even all that” ſhe: 
has ; when they forget to inquire after you, and to 
ſend you ſomething out of their luxurious abun- 
dance! Me Son of Man, once forſaken by all the 
diſciples, and comforted by an angel, make her bed in 
the time of fich nee, And a waiting band of celeſtial 
Spirits carry her Charitable ſoul zuto Lazarus's bo- 
fon in che awful hour of diſſolution! 1 had rather 

e in her cafe, though ſhe ſhould not confidently 
profels the faith, than in yours, O ye careſſed Be- 
levers who let your affluence overflow to thoſe 
that have more need to learn frugality inthe ſchool. 
of ſcarceneſs, than to receive bounties which. feed: 
their ſenſuality and indalze their pride. 

And ye women. proſe ſſing godlineſs, Who-enj 
the comforts of health and abundance, in whebp 
firee:s there is no complaining, no decay, whole dauyh- 
ters are as the pol:jhed corners 'of the temple : when 
did you ever want viſitors? Alas! Ye have too many 
for the good they do you, or that you do them. Does 
not your converſation, which begins with the love 
of Jeſus, terminate in religious ſcandal; as natu- 
rally as your foul, which once began in the ſpirit, 
end; now in lle fleſh? O tat your vifilors were as. 
ready to atterd workhouſes, jails, infirmaries and: 
bol tals," at they are to wait upon you! O. that at. 
lealt, like the Dorcaſes, the Phebes and Priſrillas. 
of old, you would itath them cheerfully” to: work 
far the poor, to be che free ſeryants of. the . 
* 00 a3 5 d * | 1 3; 5 ane al 
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and tender muſes of the ſick! O that they ſaw'in 


vou all, how the holy women, the widows: who 
ere widows indeed, formerly entertained ſtranger, 


waſned the ſaints' feet, iuſtrutted the younger women, 


And continued night and day in prayer I But alas? 
Ine love of many, once warm as te ſmoaking flax, i; 


"waxed cold: inſtead of taking »fire and flaming : 
They who once began to ſee the profit of many, 
now fer their con cal, orimerelt; their own honor, 
or indulgence, Fi | 
Almoit all, when they come to the foot of the 


bill Di tculty, take their leave of Jeſus as a guide, 
decauſe he leads on through ſpiritual death tg 


- the regeneration. Some diſuking that door, like 
thieves aud Trodbers climb up an eaber way, And 


o hers leaving the high way, of the croſs; under the 


fair pretenee that:blind: Papiſts walk therein, make 


for themſelves and athers broad and downward 


roads to sſcend the fireep hill of Zion. 
| Thole ealy paths ae innumerable, like the people 


that walk in them. O that my eyes like David's 


did vun down lie water, , becauſe men proſeſſing 
: godlinels keep not Gd, law, and are even offended 


at it! Flirt mouth lalleth of vanity. they diſſemoe 
 eoik/i\ HH. double ar, and their right hand: is 4 


right hand of oih, or pohiive inigusy. O that I had 


_ the lender neis of St Poul, to tell you even weeping. of 


thoſe hs mind earthly things thoſe who have finned 


and. Habe he #epcnted'; thoſe who, While they boaſt 
/ . they ate made: jree by the Son of God,; ate broug lt 


under the 2 of many things: + whom fooliſn 

urd fears, undue attachments, imported 
ſuperttuities and diſagreeable habits, keep in the 
moſt nidiculous bondage! CK 


O that my head were waters, and my eyes fountains 


of trart, to deplore with Jeremiah the Aan of the 
daughter ef Cod t people; wie live: in pleaſure” and 
abe dead while tity hoe , Andite lament over ſpiti- 
tual Phariſees ot every fort ; thoſe who-fay Stand by, 
Jam hobicn than thou and thoſe who hx*the. names 


[of pow. acaturet” blind and. carnal, upon every 
WT publican. 


2 
ey * 
3 > 
22 
— 


Se 22 


* 


— 


£ 
"i 
2 
5 


5 
* 
* 
by 
N 
* 


„en) 

publican they Jee in the temple; and boldly 
placing themſelves among the elect, thank God 
 #hey:are not as other men, and in particular as the 


6 * 


reprobates . * 50 75 


"Wb con number the adulterers and adultereſſes o 


ho 4now: net Hat "the 'friendſiup of the world is 
enmity againſt God The concealed idolaters, who: 
| have their chambers of imagery within, and Yet up 
 thcir idols in their hearts Uhe envieus Cains, who 
cairy murder in their breaſt; The profane Elaus, 
who give up their birth-right for a fſenfual. gratifi- 
cation; and covetous Juuales, who ſell: the truth 
- which they ſhould buy, and part with Chriſt for 
filthy lucre's fake ! Ihe Suns F God,. who look at the 


air daug ters e men, an tale to them ſelves. wives: of. 


all uhick they, cluje!- The gay Dinahs who vifht- 
the. daughters of the land, and come home polluted. 
in body,or in ſoul: The ' filthy Onans, who defile- 
the temple f Cd The Prophets of Bethel, who. 
- deceive the» Prophets of Judah, intice them out of 
the way of felt-deniah, and! bring the roaring lion, 
and death upon them! The fickle Marcufes, who. 


de part when they ſhould go to thei π , The ſelf- 


made prophets, who run beſore theyiate- ſent, and 
ſcatter inſtead of ting the: people Phe ſpiritual 

Abſaloms, who ire againlt. their. Fathers in the 
- goſpel. and in order to rez2n without them, raiſe a, 
| rebellion 3 againſt: them! The: furious Zedekiahs,. 


who make themfelves horns. of iron to puſh the true 


; ſervants of the Lord; becauſe they. will not propheſy. 
ſmooth things, and deceit; as they doo 


Who can count the frettul Jonahs, Who are. 


angry to death when the worm of diſappointment 
ſmutes the gourd. of their creature-happine(s ? The 
: weak, Aarons who dare not refit a multitude and 
are carried by the ſtream into the greateſt*abſurdi- 
ties Y. The. jealous) Miriams, Who riſe againſt the 


miaiſters that God honours? The cretiy” Zobas, 


.\wbacalumniate and ſupplint their brethren?! he 
- treacherous Joubs;. who: ifs them, to get awoppor- 
ty 
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Sons of Zeruiah, who perpetually ſtir up reſeatment 
and wrath? The miſchievous Doegs, who catry 


ſaints before the malters and miniſters, and yet 


Gibeonites, always buly in hewing wood and draw. 
ing water, in going through the drudyery of outward 
ſervices, without ever aſpiring at the adoption of 
ſons? The halting Naamans, who ſerve the Lord 
and bow to Rimmon : The backfliding Solomons, 
who once.ckoſe wiſdom, but now purſue folly in her 
moſt extravagant and impious forms? The apoſta- 
tizing Alexanders, who tread under foot the Son of 
God, and count the blood of the covenant wherewith 
they were ſanctiſied, an unnoly thing? And, to in- 
clude multitudes in one clats, the Samaritans, who, 
by a common mixture of truth and error, of hea- 
venly and earthly mindedneſs, worſhip the Lord ard 
ferved their gods ; are one day for God, and the next 
for Mammon: Or the thoufands in Iſrael who 
halt between two opinions, crying out when Elijah 
revails, The Lord He is the God add when Jeze- 
el triumphs returning to the old fong, 0 Baal 
fave us! 0 Trinity of the world, Money, Pleaſure 
and Honor, make us happy!“ 


VI. 


Time would fail to deſcribe the innumerable 
branches of Antinomantſm, with all the fruits they 
bear. It may be compared to the aſtoniſhing tree, 
which Nebuchadn2zzar aw in his myſterious 
dream: A ftrong tree, ſet in the midft of the Church; 
ee height thereof reaches unto heaven, and the fight 
#hercof unto the ends 1 earth. its leaves are air 
and ite fruit much. Thouſands ſleep under its lata 
Hadow, and myriads ſeed upon its pernicious 9 
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about poiſonous ſcandal, and blow up the fire of 
diſcord ? The hypocritical Gehazis, who look like 


can impudently lie, and impioully cheat? The 
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a diſtance it looks like the tree of life planted in 
the midſt of Paradiſe 3 but it only proves the tree of 
t rowledge of good and evil, The IVoman (the Anti- 
nomian Church) is deceived by the appearance. 
She fees that it is good for food, pleaſant to the eye, 
and deſt rable to make one wiſe : She eats to the full, 
and fluſhad with fond hopes of heaven, nay fancy- 
ing herſelf as God, ſhe preſents of the poiſonous 
fruit that intox1cates her to the nobler part of the 
Church, the obedient members of the ſecond 
Adam. | 
O ye ſons of God and daughters of Abraham, who, 
in compliance with the inſinuation of this deceived 
Eve, have already ftretched forth your hands to te- 
ceive her fatal pre ſent, inſtantly draw them back, 
for eternal death is in the fruit, Fly from the tree 
on which ſhe banquets, to the tree of life, the del- 
piſed croſs of Jeſus ; and there feed on Him crucified, 
till you are cructfied with him; till the body of fen ig 
deſtroyed, and you feel eternal life abundantly. cir- 
culating through all your ſanctified powers. , _ 
And ye uncorrupted, ſelf-denying followers of 
Jeſus, whom love and duty ftill compel to bear 
your crols after him, join to pray that the Watcher 
and his holy Ones may come down from heaven, and 
cry cloud, Heu down the tree of Antinomianiſm; 
cut F tt; branches, ſhake off its leaves, ſcatter its 


fruit, and let not even the ftump of its roots be left in 


the carth, Your prayer is heard, 


He comes! he comes! the Judge ſevere ! 
_ The leventh trumpet ſpeaks him near. 


| Behold he appears in his glory, with ten thouſand 
ef his ſaints to execute judgment upon all, The thrones 
are caſt down ; the Ancient * days - doth fit, whoſe 
garment is white as fnow, and the hair of his head 
like pure wool : his throne is like the firry flame, and 
his Hel, t's burning fre. A fiery 1 ſues, and 
comes fort from before him: Thouſand” thouſanids 
winter unto. him, and ten thouſand times ten thouſand 
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aud before him. The trumpet Hun > The fea gives 
up the dead which are in it, death and hades deliver 
up the dead which are in them. The juſt are ſeparated 
from the unjuſt ;, and while the earth and the heaven 
flee away from the face of him that fits on the great 
re/plendant throne, and there is found no place for 
them ; the judgment fo ſet, the books are opened, and 
the deal, ſm all and great, are judged, every one ac- 
cording to ther works, 1 

Fear nit, Ye Righteous. Ye are in the hand 
of the Lord, and there ſhall no torment touch you, 
In the fight of the unwiſe ye ſcemed to die, they 
laughed at your dying daily: but ye are in peace, 
and your joy is full of immortalityj. Having been a 
kittle chaſtiſed, you all be greatly rewarded; for 
Cod proved you and found you worthy for humpelf, 
And now that the time of your viſitation ig come, 
Judge the nations, and reign with your Lord for ever; 
for ſuch as are faithful in love all abide with him; 
grace and mercy are to his ſaints, and he carcth for his 
eleck The fits his ſheep on Tus right hand, and 
ſtretehed it towards them with raviſhed looks of 
benignity and love, he finally juſtifies by works, 
thoſe whom he freely juſtified by faith. How 
ſublime and ſolemn is the ſentence! 

Come, ye bl:fed of my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world, 


For I was hungry and ye gave me meat; I was 


thirſty and ye gave me drink; I wai a flranger and 
took me in; naked and ye cloathed me: I was fick 
and ye vifited me; I was in priſon and ye came to 
Me. And do not aſk with aſtoniſhment when you 
gave me all thele tokens of yourlove ; for whatever 
you did out of regard to me, my law and my 
people, you did it in my name; and whatever you 
did in my name to the leaſt of my creatures, and in 
particular to the leaſt of theſe my brethren, you did it 
unto me. | NAY RR 


As if be ſaid, „Think not I am biaſſed by 


Hwleſs partiality. No: I am the Author of eternal ' 


ue 


ſatoation to them that obeyed me, and made a right 
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uſe of my ſanctiſy ing blood. Such are the bleed f 
my Father; and ſuch are ye; 'Your faith unſeigned 
produced unfeigned love: You loved not in word 
only, but in deed and in truth; witnels the works 
of mercy that adorned your lives, or tlie fruiis of 
the ſpirit that now repleniſh your ſouls, You, - of 
all the families of the earth, have J known with 
approbation, Ye have not denied me in works; 
or if ye have, bitter repentance, and purifying, 
renovating faith followed your denial; and by 
keeping that faith, ye continued in my covenant, and 
endured unto the end. 1 bow 
« Thou ſeeſt it, righteous Father, for to Thee 
the books are always open. Thou readelt my laws 
in their mind, and beholdeſt my loving precepts 
written in their hearts e I therefore confeſs them 
before Tee; and before You my Angels, who have 
ſeen them agontize, and follow me through the rege- 
neration, I teke the new heavens aud the new 
earth to witneſs, thet I am to them a God, and they 
are to me a people, They walked worTtaY. of Cod, 
who called them to his kingdom and glory; therefore 
they are worthy of me.“ 1 
I have conſſſed your perſons, O ye guſt men 
made perfect. Ye precious jewels of my mediatorial 
crown; let me next reward your works. In the 
days of my fleſh I declared, that à cup of water 
wen in my name (and my name, ye know, is 
Woes Geoaneſs and Love) ſhould an no wiſe lee it 
reward; and that whoſoever ſhould forſake earthly 
friends or property [or righteoulneſs' fake, ſhould 
have an hundred fold, and everlaſting liſe. The pits 
lars of heaven have given way; but my. promile 
ſtands firm as the baſis of my throne. _ Triowph in 
my faithfulneſs, as you have in my forgiving loves 
I beſtow on ail, crowns of bliſsful immortality; F 
appoint unto each a kingdom which ſhalt not be de- 
royed, Be Kings a Prieſts unto God for "evere 
Prepare to follow me to the rea!ms of glory, and 
there whatſoever is right (San) that fhall ye rective z 
in juft proportion to the various degrees of perfec- 
| 7 ; tion, 
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ton, with which you have obeyed my law, and 
improved your talents,” 112 T998 a0 7. 1 
Thus are the perſons of the righteons accepted, 
and their works praiſed in the gate of heaven, and 
regarded in the kingdom of their Father, Thus 
they receive crowns of life and glory; but it is 
only to aſt them to all eternity, with unutterable 
tranſports, gratelul, humble love, at the feet of 
him who was crowned with piercing thorns, and 
hung bleeding upon the croſs, to ' purchaſe their 
thrones, : * 

- While they ſhout Salvation to Cod and the Lamb ! 
the Judge turns to the left hand, where trembling 
mynads ſtand waiting for their fearful doom, 
O how does confuſion cover their faces, and guilty 
horror rack their breaſts, while he ſays with the 
firmneſs of the eternal Lawgiver, and the majeſty 
of the Lord of Lords; Depart from me ye curſed, 
into everlaſting fre, prepared for the devil and his 
angels Foy I'was hungry and ye gave me no meat; 4 
was thirſty, and e gade me no drin: I wa 4 
ftranger, - and ye took me not in; naked, and ye 
clothed me not; fick and in priſon, and ye viſited 
me not 7 512 2 een 


Should ſome ſincere followers of Chriſt read thefc lines, and 
be convinced they never viſited Chriſt in priſon, never entertained 
Dim in a ſtranger, &c. iis proper they ſhould be humbled for 
having overlooked this important, part of pure religion; and 
couſider next how far it is in their power literally to practiſe 
it. Some live at a t diſtance from priſons, and are neceſ- 
farily detained at home. Some {as women ).could not in many 
laces viſie priſoners with decency. Others are altogether 
unabled to do good to the ſouls or bodies of the ſick and cap- 
tives; being themſeh es fick, poor, and confined, If thou a t 
in any of theſe caſes, believer, canſt not thou influence bthers 
to do what is out of thy power? Canſi thou not {end the Mee 
thou art unabled to carry, and ſhe thy good-will by cutting oft 
thy ſuperfluitics, ſparing ſome of thy  cenvetiencics, aud a5 
ties a little of thy neecfſaries for thy ſick, naked, hungry 
or impriſoned Lord ? Tf thou art ſo indigent and alien, that 
thou caalt abſolutly do nothing for the bodies of thy fellow- 
creaturrs, 
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+ Some are not yet ſpeechleſs ; they only faltox. 
With the trembling inlolence of Adam, not yet 
driven out of patadiſe, they even dare to. plead 
their defparate cauſe. While ſtubborn fons . 
Belial ſay, “Lord, thy Father is: mereiful s ad 
if thou didſt die for all, why not for us While 
ohſtinate Phariſees plead the good they did in their 
own name, to ſuperſede the Redeemer's merit; 
methinks I hear a bold Antinomian m thus 
the Lord of glory: 

% Lord, when ſaw we Tazz hungry, or abt 
or 4 ſtranger, or naked, or fick, or in priſon, and did 
nat maniſter to Tux x 7 Had we ſeen Tur, dear 
Lord, in any diſtreſs, how gladly would we have 
relieved thy want! Numbers. can witneſs how 
well we ſpoke of thee, and thy righteouſneſs; It 
was all our boaſt, Bring it out in this important 
hour. Hide not the goſpel of thy free grace. 
We always delighted in pure doctrine, in. “ Sal- 
vation without any condition; eſpecially without 
the condition of works.“ Stand, gracious Lord, 
ſtand by us, and the preachers of thy free grace, 
who made us hope thou would ſt confirm their word. 

While they taught us to call thee Lord, Lord, 
they aſſured us that love would conſtrain us to do 
good works; but finding no inward conſtraint to 


ercatures,' endeavour. to do works of mercy tor their ſouls; 
exhort, reprove, comfort; inſtruct, as thou can}, "all around 


thee, in the meckneſs of wiſtom. 11 thou canſt do works pee of 
t 


mercy, neither with thy tongue, hands, nor fects then be 

more diligent to do themi Waal thy heart. In ſpirit, viſit priforisa 
CES, If thou haſt no houſe to take in ſtrangers, open to them 
bo eng. earneſtly recommend them to God, who can ſupply 
ll their wants, and open to them the Gate of Heaven, whed 
they lie under a hedge; as He once gud 1 acob in the helds 
of Bethel. Giwe chy heart continual e Lord, and os 
givelt more 7 mountain of Ss oh the moment thou 

33 cup of water in his, name, beſtow it as freely 
he did his blood; z remembering, Got loves ' 4 theerful giver, Br 


that it is acc a according 16 what 2 men wh 126 ne e 


ing to what le hath not, 
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.enfertain ſtrangers, viſit the ſick, and relieve pri. 
ſoners, we did it not; ſuppoſing we were not called 
_ thereto, They continually told us, “ human righte. 
ouſneſs was mere filth before thee; and we could 
not appear but to our everlaſting ſhame in an 

righteouſneſs but thine in the day of judgment.” A; 
to works, we were afraid of doing them, leſt ve 
ſhould have worked out abominations inſtead of on; 

alvation.“ | 

And indeed, Lord, what need was there of 
our working it out? For they perpetually aſſured us, 
it was fin:fhed ; ſaying, if we did any thing towards 
it, we worked for life, fell from grace like the be- 
witched Galatians, ſpoiled thy perfect work; and 
expoſed ourſelves to the deſtruction which awaits 
yonder trembling Phariſees,” 

© They likewiſe aſſured us, that all depended 
on thy decrees; and if we could but firmly believe 
our election, it was a {ure ſign we were intereſted in 
thy ſalvation, We did ſo; and now, Lord, for 
the ſake of a few dung-works we have omitted, let 
not our hope periſh ! Let not electing and everlaſt- 
ing love fail! Viſit our oftences with a rod, but 
take not thy loving kindneſs altogether from us; 
and break not David's covenant, ordered in all 
things and ſure, of which we have ſo often made 
our boaſt.“ 

« May it pleaſe thee alſo to conſider, that if we 
did not love and aſſiſt ſome of thoſe whom thou 
calleſt thy Bret/iren, it was becauſe they appeared 
tous ſo exceeding legal; ſo ſtrongly ſet again 
free grace, that we judged them to be obſtinate 
Phariſees, and dangerous reprobates. We there- 
fore thought that in hating and oppoſing them, we 
did thee Movies: and walked in thy ſteps, For 
thou haſt ſaid, It is enough if the ſervant is as his 
Lord; and ſuppoſing thou didſt hate them, as thou 
doeſt Satan; we thought we need not be more 
righteous than thou, by loving them more than 
thou didſt.“ . 
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„O ſuffer us to ſpeak on, and tell thee, we 
were champions for thy free grace, Like true Pro- 
teſtants, we could have burned againlt the doc- 
trine of a ſecond jaſtification by works. Let then 
grace juſtify us freely without works, Shut thoſe 
books + filled with the account of our deeds, open 
the arms of thy mercy, and receive us juſt as we 
are.“ 

« If free grace cannot juſtify us alone, let faith 
do it, together with free grace: We do believe 
ſiaiſhed falvation, Lord; we can join in the moſt 
evangelical creeds, and are ready to confeſs the 
virtue of thy atoning blood, But if thou ſayeſt, 
we have trampled it under foot, and made it a com- 
mon thing, grant us our Jalt requeſt, and it is 
enough.“ | | 

„ Cut out the immaculate. garment of 7 
11; Aeouſnefs into robes that may fit us all, and put 
them upon us by amputation : So ſhall our naked- 
nels. be gloriouſly covered, We confeſs we have 
not dealt our bread to the hungry; but impute to 
us thy feeding 5000 people with loaves and fiſhes, 
We have ſeldom given drink to the thirſty, and 
often put our bottle to thoſe who were not athirſt; 
but impute to us thy turning water into wine, to 
refreſh the gueſts at the marrizge-feaſt in Cana; 
and thy loud call, in the laſt day of the feaſt at 
Jeruſalem; any man thirſt, let him come to me and 
drink. We never luppoled it was our duty to be 
given to Hoſhitality; but impute to us thy loving 
invitations to {trangers, thy kind allurances of 
receiving all that come to thee; thy comfortable. 
promiſes of cafiing out none, and of feeding them 
even with thy , and blood, We did not clothe 


+ This plea is excellent When a man comes to Chriſt, his 
High Pri ti, as a ſinner for pardom as d bohnels, or for his firſt 
JjulluFcation,, on earth ; but it u i be abſud When he  ffands 
vefore the throne of Chriſt as a tcbelligus ſuhject, or before his 
judgment-ſcat as a criminal in the lait day 
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the naked as we Had opportunity and ability ; 
impute to us thy patient parting with thy ſeam- 
leſs garment, for the benefit of thy murderers, 
We did not viſit ſick-beds and priſons, we were 
afraid of fevers, and eſpecially of the jail-diſtem» 

er: But compaſlionately impute to us thy viſiting 
riese daughter, and Peter's wife's mother, who 
lay fick of a fever; and. put to our account thy 
viſiting putrefying Lazarus in the offenſive priſon 
of the grave,” 

«© Thy 1mputed righteouTn={s, Lord, can alone 
an{wer all the demands of thy law and goſpel. 
We did not dare to faſt; we ſhould have been 
called legal and Pabiſts if we had; but thy forty 
days faſting in the wilderneſs, and thy continual 
abſtinence imputed to us, will be ſelf-denial 
enough to juſtify us ten times over, We did not 
take up our croſs ; but impute to us thy carrying 
TUINE 3 and even fainting under the oppreſſive 
load, We did not merz the deeds of the fleſi, 
that we might live: This would have been evi- 
dently “working for life;” but impute to us the 
crucifixion of thy body, inſtead of our crucifying 
oon feſt with its affections and luſts, We hated 
private prayer; but impute to us thy love of that 
duty, and the prayer thou didſt offer upon a moun- 
tain all night, We have been rather hard to 
forgive, but that defeft will be abundantly made 
up, if thou imputeſt to us thy forgiving of the 
dying thief; And if that will not do, add, we 
beſeech thee, the merit of that good ſaying of 
thre, Forgive and you ſhall be forgiven, We have 
cheated the king of his euſtoms; but no matter, 
only impute to us thy exact paying of the tribute- 
money, together with thy good advice, Render 
unto Cafar the things which are Cefar's.” 

« It is true, we have brought up our children 
in vanity, and thou never hadſt any to bring up. 
May not thy mercy find out an expedient, and 


impuie to us inſtead of it, thy obedience to thy 


parents! 
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parents? And if we have received the ſacrament 
unworthily, and thou canſt not cover that fin with 
thy.worthy receiving, indulge us with the imputa- 
ion, of thy worthy in ſtitution of it, and that will do 
yet better,” | * 

In ſhort, Lord, own us freely as thy children. 
Impute to us thy perfect righteouſneſs, Caſt it as 
a cloke upon us, to cover our filthy fouls and 
polluted bodies. We will have no righteouſ- 
neſs but thine:“ make no mention, we beſeech 
thee,, of our righteo:i\neſs and perſonal holineſs; 
they. are but filthy rags, which thy purity forbids: 
thee to take into heaven; therefore accept us 
without, and we {hall ſhout free grace, imputed 
righteouſneſs, and finiſhed ſalvation, to eternity.“ 

While the bold an'inomian offers, or prepares+ 
to offer, this moſt impious plea, the Lord, Who 
j purer eyes than to behold iniquity, caſts a flaming; 
look upon all the obſtinate violaters of his Laws 
It pierces their conſcience, rouzes all its drowzy 
powers, and reſtores their memory to its original. 
nerſeftion.,, Not one with pulled their heart, or 
thought, their brain, but is inſtantly*brought"to- 
their remembrance: the books are opened" in their 
own breaſt, and every character as a voice which 
anſwers to the voice of the Lion of the tribe of 
Fudah. | | 

„Shall I pervert judgment, ſays he, and juſtify 
the wicked ſor a bribe ? The bribe' of your abo- 
minable praiſes? Think you, by your baſe flat- 
teries, to eſcape the righteous judgment of God? 18. 
not my wrath Nel Fon Lease againſt all un- 
godlineſs, and unrighteouſneſs of men, uh Rold the 
truth in unrighteouſneſs ? Much more agamift you, 
ye Veſſels of wrath ; who hold an Tmpious avfurdiys 
in matchleſs infolence;”, , * Oe TER, 

« Said I not to Cain himſelf at the beginning, 
I Hou doeſt, well, alt thou not be ddt? Per- 
ſonal holineſs, which ye {corned}, is the wedding; 
garment I now look for. I ſwear in m wrath that,. 

K 3 ' without: 


t, 
without it, none fhall taſte of my heavenly ſupper. 


Ve have rejetted my word of commandment, and 7 
reject you from being kings. Fe cried unto me, and J 
delivered yo. Yet have ye e. me and ſerved 
other gods ; therefore I will deliver you 2 more 
go and cry unto the gods whom ye have Choſen, J 
wound the hairy ſcalp of ſuch as have gone on ſtill in 
tireir wickedneſs, Whoſoever hath finned * me 
to the laſt, kim do 1 blot out of my book: and this 
have you done, Ye ſerpents, ye generation of vipers, 
awake to everlaſting ſhame ! Will e fet the 
briers and thorns againſt me in battle, and make 
them paſs für roſes off Sha ron, and lillies of the val. 
teys:? PF will go through them with a look, and con- 
fume them together. The day is come that burneth 
like an oven: All that ave downs wickedly- are 
ftubble, and muſt be burnt up root and branch, 
Upon ſuch I rain ſnares, fire and brimſtone: ſtorm 
and tempeſt ': this is the portion of their cup. Drink 
the dregs of it, Ye hypocrites, depart ! And wring 
| them out in everlaſting burnings.“ | 
þ «Said I not, He that bots good is of God, but 
he that'Dors evil ig not of God ; Be faithful unto 
| death and I will give you the crown of life; for he 
| that overcometh, and he only, ſhall be cloathed in 
4 white raiment, and I* will not blot out his name out 
| of the book” of fe. And {hall I keep your name in 
ö that book for having continued in doing evil? Shall 
I give you the crown of life for having been un- 
fathful vote death; and clothe you-with the bright 
t robes of my glory, becauſe you defiled your gar- 
| | ments tothe laſl ?'Deluſive hope! Becauſe your mind 
was not to do good, be ye rather cloathed with curſing, 
like as with a-garment ! Let it come into your bowels 
like water, and like oil into your bones “““ 
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M. 
If theſe ſhall go into eternal buniſi ment if ſuck 
will be the dreadful end of all the impenitent 
Nicolaitans; if our churches and chapels ſwarm; 
with them, if they croud our communion-tables, 
if they ate found in molt of our houſes, and too 
many of our pulpits: if the feeds of their fatal 
diſorder are in all our breaſts; if they produce 
Antinomianiſm around us in all its forms; if we 
ſee bold Antinomians in principle, barefaced An- 
tinomians in practice, and fly phariſaical Antinomians, 
who ſpeak well of the law, to break it with greater 
advantage; ſhould not every ene examine Himſe 
whether he is in the faith, and whether he has an 
holy Chriſt in his heart, as well as a ſweet 5 us 
upon his tongue: leſt he ſhould one day ſwell the 


tribe of antinumian reprobates? Does it not be- 


come every miniſter of Chriſt to drop» his preju- 
dices, and conſider whether he ought not to 
iinitate the old Watchman, who, 15 months ago, 
gave a legal alarm to all the watchmen that are in 
connexion with him? And ſhould: we net do the 
church excellent ſervice, if agreeing to lift up our 
voices together againſt the common enemy, we 
gave God no reit in prayer, and our hearers in 
preaching, till we all did our firſt works, and our 
latter end, like Job's exceeded our beginning? 

Near forty years ago, ſome of the miniſters of 
Chriſt, in our church, were called out of the E= 
treme of ſelf.righteouſneſs. Flying frewv it we 
have run into the oppoſite, with equal violence. 
Now that we have learned wiſdom by what we 
have ſuffered in going beyond the limits of truth 
both ways, let us return to a juſt ſeriptural 
medium, Let us equally. maintain the two evan- 
ad7 gelical 
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gelical axioms on which the goſpel is founded ; 
(1,) „All our ſalvation is of God by free grace, 
through the alone merits of Chriſt,” And (2.) 
„All our damnation is of ourſelves, through our 
avoidable unfaithfulneſs.“ 

This ſecond truth, as important as one half of 
the Bible, on which it reits, has not only been ſet 
akde as uſeleſs by thouſands, but generally exploded 
as unſcriptural, dangerous and lubverſive of true 

rote ſt intiſm. Thus has the golpel-balance been 
4s uhh and St, James's pure, religivn deſpiſed, 
What we owe to Truth in a itate of oppreſſion, 
hath engaged me to caſt in two mites into the ſcale 
of truth, which Mr, W. has the courage to defend 
again!{t multitudes of good men, who keep one 
another in countenence, under their. common 
miltake. I do not want 475 icale to preponderate 
to the diſadvantage of free grace: If it did, far 
from rejoicing in it, I would inſtantly throw the 
inſignißcant weight of my pen into the other ſcale; 
being fully perſuaded that Chriſt can never be ſo 
truly honored, nor fouls ſo well edified, when we 
overdo on either ſide of the queition, as when we 
fcripturally maintain the whole truth as it is in 

eſus. * 

« But are we not in as much danger from over- 
doing in phariſaic works, as in antinomian 
faith?“ | 

Nat at preſent: The ſtream runs too rapidly on 
the ſide of lawleſs faith, to leave any juſt, room 


to ſear we ſhall be immediately carried into excel- 


five working. There would be lome ground for 
this objection; if we ſaw moſt proſeſſors of reli- 
gion obſlinately refuſing to drink any thing but 


water, eat any thing but dry,bread or cheap vege- 


tables; _ faſting. themſelves into mere ſkeletons ; 


wearing ſack-cloth, inſtead of ſoſt linen; lying on 
the bare ground, with a ſtone for their pillow; 
imitating, Origen, by literally anaking | themſchves 


Eunuchs. for the kingdom of heaven's. ſake. turning 


Yermits, 
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nermits, ſpending whole nights in contemplation 
in churches and churchyards; giving away all 
their goods, the neceſſaries of life not excepted ;; 
allowing themſelves only three or four hours ſleep, 
and even breaking that ſhort reſt to pray or praiſe 3 
overpowering their bodies the next day with hard 
labour, to keep them under; ſcourging their backs 
unto blood every day; or forgetting themſelves in 

rayer for hours in the coldeſt weather, till they 
have almoſt loſt the uſe of their limbs. But I aſk 
any uaprejudiced perſon, who knows what is now 
called,“ golpel-liberty,” whether we are in dan- 
ger of being thus righteous over-much, or legal to 
{uch an extreme ? 

I grant however we are not abſolutely ſafe from 
any quarter: let us therefore continually ſtand 
on our guard, The right wing of Immanuel's 
army, which defends living faith, is partly gone 
over to the enemy, and fights under the Nicolaitan 
banner, The leſt wing, which defends good 
works, 1s far from being out of the reach of thoſe 
crafty adverſaries, Therefore, as we are, or may 
be attacked on every fide, let us faithfully uſe the 
word of truth, the power of God, and the armour of 
righteouſneſs on the Tight hand and on the left, Let 
us gallantly fly where the attack 1s the hotteſt, 
which now, in the religious world, 1s evidently 
where groſs Criſpianity (if I may uſe the word) is 
continually obtruded upon us as true Chriſtianity 7 
I fay, in the religious world ; for, in this contro- 
verſy, what have 1 to do to judge them alſo that are 
without ? Do not ye judge them that are wiruix, and 
repreſent them as oppoſers of free grace? 

Should Phariſees, while we are engaged in repel- 
ling the Nicolaitans, tsy to rob us of preſent and 
free juſtification by faith, under pretence of main- 
taining juſtification by works in the laſt day; or 
ſhould they ſet us upon unneceſſary, and unſcrip- 
tural works, we ſhall be glad of your aſſiſtance to 
repel them alſo, . 
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If you grant it us, and do not deſpiſe ours, the 
world ſhall admire in the Shulamite (the Church at 
unity in herſelf) the company of two armies, ready 
mutually to ſupport each other againſt the oppobte 
attacks of the Phariſees and the Nicolaitans; the 
popijſh workers who exclude the goſpel, and the 
modern gnoltics, the Proteſtant Antinomians, who 
explode the Law, 

May the Lord God help us to fail ſafely through 
theſe oppoſite rocks, keeping at an equal diſtance 
ſrom both, by taking Chriſt ſor our Pilot, and the 
Scripture for our Compals! So {hall we enter full 
fail the double haven of preſent and eternal re{t, 
Once we were in immediate danger of ſplitting 
upon IWVorks, without faith; now we are threatened 
with deſtruction from faith without works; May 
the merciful Keeper of Iſrael {ave us from both, 
by a living faith, legally productive of all good 
works, or by good works, evangelically ſpringing 
from a living faith ! 

Should a divine bleſſing upon theſe ſheets, 
bring one ſingle Reader a ſtep towards that good 
old way, or only confirm one ſingle believer in it, 
I {hall be rewarded a hundred fold for this little 
labour of love ; and I ſhall be even content to fee it 
reprelented as the invidious labour of inalice ; for 
What is mv reputation to the pie of one blood- 
bought loul ! 

Beie-chins vou neat Sir, for vhom theſe letters 


are lt iniended, 'Q { ; 1 t 1 where I am 
Wrong; ard no! i ii, Waal may: recome 
ment iiſelf in , 1ealon and conſcience, 
ON aCcuunt 9 - hunt ana He.tvetic manner in 


Which they dritten, I remain, with fincere 
relpect, 


Horored and Reverend Sir, 
Your affectionate and cbedient ſervant 
in the practical goſpel of Chriſt, 


J. F. 


F. 
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POSTSCETPT: 


Since theſe Letters were ſent to the preſs, I have 
ſeen a pamphlet. intitled, “ A Converſation between 
Richard Hill, Eſq; the Rev, Mr, Madan, and Fa- 
ther Walſh,” a Monk at Paris, who condemned 
Mr, Weſley's Minutes as too near Pelagian- 
iſm,” and the author as „ Pelagian;” adding, 
that, “their doctrine was a great deal nearer that 
of the Proteſtants,” Hence the editor concludes, 
that © the principles in the extract of the Minutes 
are too rotten even for a Papiſt to reſt upon, and 


ſuppoſes that popery is about the mid-way between 
Proteſtantiſm and Mr, J. Weſlzy.” 1 ſhall juſt make 


a few ſtrictures upon that performance, 
(1.) If an Arian came to me, and ſaid: You 


believe that Zeſus Chrift :s God over all, blefſed for 


ever, * Pelagrus, that heretic who was publicly 
excommunicated by the whole Catholic Church,” 
was of your ſentiment; therefore you are a Pela- 
gian: give up your hereſy: Should I, upon ſuch 
an aſſertion, give ug the Godhead of our Saviour ? 
Certainly no. And ſhall I, upon a fimilar argue 
ment, advanced by the help of a French Monk, 
give up truths with which the practical goſpel of 
Jeſus Chriſt muſt ſtand or fall? God forbid! 
(2.) We deſire to be confronted with all the 
pious Proteſtant divines, except thoſe of Dr, Criſp's 
elaſs, who are a party: But, who would believe 
t? The ſuffrage of a Papiſt is brought againſt us! 
Aſtoniſhing! That our oppoſers ſhould think it 
worth their while to raiſe one recruit againſt us in 
che immenſe city of Paris, where fiſty thouſand 
might be raiſed again{t the Bible itſelf! | 


(3) So long as Chriſt, the Prophets, and 


Apoſtles are for us; together with the multitude 
of the Puritan divines of the laſt century, we ſhall” 


luile at an army of Popilh friars, The knotted. 
I. whipg- 


| 
| 


— u—— — — _—— — ow 3230 * 
- > BT" A... = - = — — — 


1 2 — 2 


( 108) 


whips that hang by their fide, will no more frighten 
us from our Bibles, than the ipfe diæit of a Bene. 


dictine monk will make us explode, as heretical, 


propoſitions which are demonſtrated to be ſcrip- 
tural. 

(4.) An argument which has been frequently uſed 
of late againſt the Anticaluiniſt Divines is, © This is 


downright Popery ! This is worſe than Popery it 


ſelf!” And honeſt Proteſtants have been driven by 
it to embrace doctrines, which were once no lels con- 
trary to the diftatesof their conſcience, than they are 
ſtill to the word of God, It is proper there fore 


fuch perfons ſhould be informed, that St. Auguſtin, ' 


the Calvin of the fourth century, is one of the Saints 
whom the Popes have in the higheſt veneration ; 
and that a great number of friars in the church of 
Rome are champions for Calviniſm, and oppoſe St. 
Paul's doctrine, that the grace of God bringeth ſalva- 
tion, has appeared unto all men, as ſtrenuouſly 2s 
ſome real Proteſtants. do among us. Now, if good 
Father Walſh is one of that ſtamp, what wonder is it 
that he ſhould ſo well agree with the gentlemen who 
conſulted him! If Calviniſm and Proteſtantiſm are 
{ynonimous terms, as ſome divines would make us 
believe, many monks may well ſay, that their doctrint 
15. 4 great deal nearer that of the Proteſtants than 
the Minutes; for they may even paſs for real Pro- 
tejcants, 

135 But whether the good friar is a hot Zanſenif, 
or only a warm Thomije, (ſo they call the popiſh Cal- 
viniſts in France) we appeal from his bar to the 
tribunal of Jelus Chriit, and from the publiſhed 
converſation to the law and the teſtimony, What is 
the deciſion of a popiſh monk to the exprels decla- 
rations of the ſcripture, the aittates of common 
ſenſe, the experience of regenerate fouls, and 
the writings of a cloud of Proteſtant divines ? 
No more than a grain of looſe ſand to the fold 
rock on which the. church is founded, 
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I hope-the gentlemen concerned in the eonverſa- 


tion lately publiſhed, will excuſe the liberty of this 


ſcript, - I reverence their piety, rejoice in their 
abours, and honor their warm zeal, for the proteſtant 
cauſe . But that very zeal, if not accompanied with 
a cloſe attention to every part of the goſpel-truth, 
may betray them into miſtakes whieh may ſpread as 
far as their reſpectable names; I think it therefore 
my duty to publiſh theſe ſtrictures, leſt any of my 
readers ſhould pay more regard to the good-natured 
friar, who has been preſſed into the ſervice of Dr. 
Criſp, than to St, John, St, Paul, St, James, and 
Jeſus Chriſt, on whoſe plain declaratigns I have 
ſhewn- that the Minutes are founded, 


